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Kane oun’ty' puts:

heritage on display

Preservation focus
of 2004 calendar

By William Presecky
Tribune staff reporter

Unlikely as it is to spawn a tit-
illating movie-plot, as in the
current  movie
Girls,” Kane County’s 2004 pic-
torial calendar nevertheless of-
fers an exposé of sorts.

The calendar features a doz-
en of the most prominent pres-
ervation projects the county
has underwritten in the last
several years, in part by uti-
lizing millions of dollars in riv-
erboat casino reveriue.

Since 1997 Kane County has
invested more than $14 million
in a campaign to preserve its
heritage that may be the most
ambitious in the state in scope
and size, according to Julia
Evans, the county’s preserva-
tion planner.

“As far as counties go, there
probably isn’t any in Ilinois
that has given more than Kane
County,” Evans said.

The county is using a calen-
dar to illustrate its point, as it
did two years ago in touting i4s
rural Rustic Roads volunteer
program. This calendar depicts
some of the “bricks and mar-
tar” preservation funded since
1997. Abouf 15,000 copies are
available at the county govern-
ment center in Geneva and oth-
er locations.

The Kane County Board,
along with several organiza-
tions, has accomplished much
preservation with the aid of
profit-sharing funds from the
Grand Victoria casino in Elgin.

“Calendar

The five-year period ending in
2002 was the most productive in
county history, Evans said.

Kane County has invested at
least $14 miilion to benefit his-
toric buildings, programs and
heritage tourism, board Chair-
man Mike McCoy said, about
$11 million of it from riverboat
funds.

Since recelvmg 1ts first allot-
ment from the Elgin casino in
1997, Kane County has accepted
and doled out about $74 million
in riverboat grants, primarily
for capital projects that benefit
the environmehnt, economic de-
velopment or education.

In making its funding deci-
sions, the County Board early
on def‘med historic preserva-
tion as having an educational
benefit, McCoy said.

“And we consider farmland
protection as historic preserva-
tion,” he said.

Like . the 2002 calendar,
McCoy said, the 2004 offering is
intended spread public aware-
ness. .

“We don’t do a county news-
letter or anything like that. We
thought this would be a good
way to showcase the preserva-
tion projects we've done. Some-
times it isn’t until you actually
list them out or put them to-
gether that you realize how im-
pressive it is.’

Among the landmarks fea-
tured in the new calendar are
the Plato Center and Wasco
train depots; the Mongerson
and Fidler farms; the Beith,
Benton, Bliss, Peaslee and Far-
ley houses; the Batavia Depot
Museum; Eakin and Center-

"yille Schools; the Fox River

Troliey Museum; Big Rock Gra-
nary; and Teeple Barn.
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Gorecki’s law license suspension

Kane courts
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Luther Casteel, 45, the gunman in

22001 shooting rampage at jB's Pub in
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by a group of men armed with a base-

Elgin that killed two people and in-

jured 16 others, had his death sen-

ball bat and nunchucks at the Fox Run

Apartments in St. Charles.
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Gustave Martinez, 21, has pleaded
innocent to murder charges and is

awaiting trial in connection with the
killing, the first in the city since 1999, val
The two men are not related.

Already facing sex abuse charges
in Geneva, former priest Mark A
Campobelio, 38, of Belvidere, was ac-
cused of additional offenses Qct. 31

"Ruben Martinez, 21, died Jan. 8 for sex acts when he worked at Aurora

te5high table yeat in Kane County’s legal arena.
d  olating the [llinois Rules of Professional  after he-was stabbed in the stomach  Central Catholic High School.
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Kane County Chronicle

By ADAM KOVAC

ST CHARLES —The suspensionof conduct, but has not ended specula-
Kane County State’s Aftorney Meg tion about the future of the county's

Gorecki's law license made headliries top prosecutor.

around the state and overshadowed

several other high-profile cases.

The four-month sanction issue

“ QCdurts

Continued from page 1

Joseph Hauschild, 18, was
sentenced on May 28 to 65
years in
prison for a
2001 home
invasion
and sheot-
ing of an
¢xecutive at
Deinor-
Comm - v
unity g K.
Hospital in A ot
Geneva, Hauschlld

Haus-

child and Ethan Warden, 18,

had planned to steal $10,000°

that they thought was in the
home and move to New York
City to become rock musicians.
‘Warden pleaded guilty and tes-
tified against Hauschild in ex-
change for a 12-year sentence.
On Sept. 24, former St
Charles Police Chief Don Shaw
sued the city Mayor Sue

Klinkhamer . and City
Administrator Larty Mah-
olland, claiming that he was
fired because he refused to
cover up illegal activities by
friends of the mayor, The case is
pending in U.S, District Court
in Chicago
and Shaw
remains on
the police
force as a
sergeant.

Steven X
W Marc -y
inkowsk, 41, N
of Hamp- Jﬁ&“
shire, was | e
sentencedto  Marcinkowski
25 years in |
prison oi1 Now 23 for triggering a
shoot-out with a Kane County
sheriff's deputy, butis eligible for
early release in 12 years because
ofaloopholein state law.

Kane County Sheriff Ken
Ramsey called the sentence
a “travesty” and state Rep,
Tim Schmitz, R-Batavia, said
hewould propose legislation
that would enhance ail
Tlinois penalties for crimes
against police.

Edward W. Edwardsen Jr.,

——

21, was convicted in Qctober
after a 10-day wial of at-
tempted murder, animal tor-
ture and other offenses for a
rampage in 2000 that terror-
ized Elgin and Carpentersville.

Edwardsen, who joked
that he was the “hatchet man”
committing the ax and knife
attacks on
peeple and
could
be sen-
tenced to
up to 30
years . in
prison
when he is
sentenced
this month.

Ramsey
won a set-
dement in a national class-ac-
tion lawsuit against Poland
Spring Water Co., which he
sued Aug, 20. The agreement
awards the sheriff $12,000 and
his attorneys $1.39 million.

A drunken brawl enupted
during a Mexican Rodeq at the
Kane County Fairgrounds on
Sept. 16, when a man rode a
horse anto a packed dance fioor
and was at-
tacked by
the crowd.
Four people
were ar-
rested and
seven others
injured.

Lisle L
Undesser,
35, of West
Chicago,

Edwardsen

was charged

Dec. 2 with theft and forgery for
falsely claiming that her 7-year-
old son was dying of cancer.
Undesser received nioney ,
and. gifts in a .campaign
launched on the boy's behalf
before the scheme was un-
covered in late October, when
people.  wondered  why
Undesser's son did not die.
And a Kane County corg-
ners. jury determined that
Craig M. Petropoulos, 36, of

‘Elgin, became lodged in an

open window and suffocated
on Oct. 28 when a drug- and
aleohol-fueled burglary at-
tempt turned into a death trap. .



Looking back:

- T'was looking back on the columns I
_wrote in 2003, and ] was surprised at how
many of those stories are left unresolved

. as'we start anew year. Today I'd like to -
take another look at the unfinished
business that will have a real effect on
2004. In the process, maybe we can make
a prediction 6r two as well. '

2004 is an election year, so brace -
yourselves. With the two highest offices in
the county open, the campaign season
that started last summer will hit high gear
over the next few weeks. Unfortunately,

this means the mudslinging also is about:,

tostart. -

The first race I predict as getting down." Road, but I've yetto see a drawingormap -

and dirty is the primary battle to become’

the Republican candidate for chairman of

the Kane County Board. Already one

political operative is trying to label Karen ’

McConnaughay a “liberal” andis ..

.. describing the contest as being for “the
heart and soul of the Republican Party.”

- It's a toss-up which claim is more ‘
laughable, but when this is just the ™.
opening salvo, look for future
pronouncements to be even more off the
wall. i

I expect opponents of the only other
candidate in the race, Dave Rickert, to .

- stop giving him a pass and start attacking.

Rickert's campaign, under-funded and

understaffed, is due for a rude awakening

into the real world of rough-and-tumble
politics. . '
Despite several other names on the
ballot, the Republican primary race for -
state’s attorney is really between John

Barsanti and Tim O'Neil. So far, thishas

. been a relatively civil contest, but cracks
are emerging.. - S

" Supporters of both men are now

- starting to drop little bomblets of

“information” about the other candidate.

Most of the time these are ignored, but as -

this race tightens up I expect to'receive a
‘few more breathless phone calls telling
me how O’Neil doesn't part his hair right,
or that Barsanti eats with the wrong fork.
Oh, joy. )

1 don't know why there’s a Republican
primary race for coroner, but there is one.
Incumbent Chuck West is being
challenged by crematory owner Stai
Hickrod, and Hickrod has made it clear -

" he's out to win. He's filed numerous
requests for information from West's
office and has made at least one charge,

...and forward
later debunked, of mismanagement
against West. West had better find his
footing soon and go on the offense. You
can't fight effectively if the other guy has
you off-balance, but that's exactly where
Hickrod has put himn. C
- Moving from politics, there are other

major issues left unresolved from last -
year. One of the biggest is ComEd’s giant
power towers; even though the towers are
ho longer planned for Randall Road, the
project is very much alive. The question
now is where will it pop up. - ‘

~ Thelastanyone heard, ComEdhad -
shifted the towers from RandalltoKirk - .

- that shows exactly where these things are

-supposed to go. In any setting they're still -

- ugly as sin, so expect afight when the
details become clear. . )

The Batavia dam issue hastobe - -

“-resolved this year, but I'll be darned ifI
know whom to trust on this one.  know
I'm not the only person to feel this way,

" it's common when you have dueling
experts supporting totally opposing
views. However, I lean toward fixing the
old dam for the simple reason that we °
know what the river and surrounding
shoreline is like with a dam. We don't
lmow for certain, and neither do the
experts, what it will be like without one.

The push for a municipally owned and
operated broadband system by a vocal,
dedicated minority didn't show any signs -

. of lessening last year, and it's doubtful
they’ll abandon the cause this year.
Expect renewed calls for a city-owned
system every time the cable goes out for
more than 20 minutes, or when “Matlock”
re-runs are cancelled.

Space won't let us delve into some
other carry-over issues: teardownsin
Geneva, the “no books” experimentin
District 303, the screaming need for a new
jail, or a hundred other stories. However,
our promise to you all is we'll keep an eye
on them — as well as all the newissues

. that are sure to come up in the next 12

months.

Stay tuned. It's going to be a very
interesting year.

B Bill Page lives in St. Charles and
writes about local issues on Tuesday and
Thursday. Calls and e-mails answered at
{630) 584-0808 ar
wpage@mediawerks.org.
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Metra deal
construction

By DAN CHANZIT
Kene County thnlcl et

Construction began on houses in
the Blackberry Creek subdivision,
Metra cemented a deal o bring a sta-
tion to town and village coffers filled
with impact fees.

Ttwasab yealforE]bum

A Jook back at the years most
memporable stories:

* Mctra plans approved: After
years of discussion, Metra officials in
October signed an agreement with
the village to bring a train station to
the village. ’

The Elblin Metra station will re-
-] place Geneva as the last stop on the,

Union Pacific West Line. It will be on
50 acres west of Blackberry Creek
and north of

Keslinger Road. '
Theproperty 2 A
will (nclude a %

300-space park-
ing lot, coach.
]rarvn:}i1 and warm- 4

" ing house, o ——W

Construct- YEAR -
ion and grading BEV!Eﬂ
began in July.

The annexa-
tion agrecment bars Metra from
using the coachyard to store freight
trains. The coachyard will be used to
store commuler trains instead, and
train operators will turn off the en-
gines at night.

Sull under discussion is the fu-
ture extension of Anderson Road and

,a'bridge over the train tracks. :

Bullding the extension will re-
quire an Intergovernmental agree-
ment between the village sind Kane
County. It is unclear who will main-
tain and own the bridge. The pro-,
posed four-lane road would conneet

" Route 38 and Keslinger Road.

~ Metra agreod to work with the
Illinois Commerce Commission to
install video cameres dowmtowh so
that trains wifl ot need to blare their
whistles when passing through

Mretra officials satd they will work
toward placing the cameras at First
Street and Route 47 ds part of its an-
nexation agreement.

State and-federal lniw requires
train operators lo sound their hormns
at crossings to warn moterists and
pedestrians. Video cnmeras would
allow conductors to see that’cross-
ings are clear, Metra officials said.

installing cameras in Elburn is
subfect to JCC approval, but doing so
would turn the village inte a “quiet
zone” on the Unian Pacific West Line
extension.

. +  Transit-orented housing:
Village officlals in July reviewed
plans’ by Pulte Homes, which pro-
poses to build a high-densi i

1 dential neighborhood to border the
" Metra station.

Pulte’s last revision called for
‘about 1,300 units on about 25 acrcs.

" InNovember, village planner Kon

Savoy presented to plan commis-

sioncrs the village's propased com-

promise: shorter blocks, varied lot
sizes and lots of green space.

Vil]age officials want high-den-
sity residential uses to mingle with
space for specialty reail and recre-
atlon. That could mean three-story
townhouses with shops to occupy
the ficst floor,

Sec ELBURN, page 3




Continued from page 1 -

Pulte is expected to return with an up- '

dated proposal later this spring, village of-
ficials said. o
* Power shift: There was a lot of shuf-
fling among village officials after the April
election. : '
Former zoning board of appeals mem-
ber Gordon Dierschow and former plan

- commniission chairman Bill Graberek took

their seats on the village board, as did Jeff
Metcalf who was re-elected. '
Three familiar faces left. Dennis Ricke did

- not seek another term because he was retir-

ing from teaching at Wredling Middle School.
Walt Tupy lost his seat. Jeff Humm was ap-

pointed to fill the seat vacated by John -
- Peterson. Peterson resigned in March after

", being charged twice with drunken driving.

« -The board confirmed two plan com-'

mission appointments. ,

Flan' commission member Pat Schuberg
was named chairperson. Flbum business
owner Sue Filek was tapped to fill an open seat,

In January, Mike Greenen was appointed

to the planning commission. He replaced-

former commissioner Bob Millex, who re-

sigt?.gd in November 2002 for health reasons.

fees can bring;

* Iii'April,'the village released more than
$1 million in fees collected from develop-
ers for new construction in the Blackberry
Creek subdivision. . o

* Elburn imposed the fees on developer
B&B Enterprises for the 625-acre, 1,250-
unit, development approved in 2001.
Construction began this year.

: The fees help new growth pay for its
impact on infrastructure, schools, libraries

" and village services.

Kaneland schools received- $531,000,
and the Town and Country Library District
received $8,600.

The wastewater treatment fund received
$285,000 and the Anderson road fund received
$183,000. The fire district received $24,000. -
:-.- The first round of fees was collected on
200-houses in the subdivision’s first three

' phasés. The development has 12 phases, and

village officials said milliotis more in impact
fees will be collected in the next few years.

- . » Radium removal: In September, vil-
lage officials reviewed two proposals for re-
moving radium from Elburn’s water supply.

. Federal and state officials have asked .

municipalities to lower concentrations of
the naturally occuiring element.
The village might select either ion ex-

éhange'or,Colorado-based Water Remed- -

iation Technology's zeolite filtering method.

,* Impact fees released: Local govern-
ments:began to feel the relief only impact.

Chronicle file photo

Route 47's railroad crossing was closed this year in July, while railroad offi-

cials upgraded the Union Pacific tracks

lon exchange would require the village
to build about $4.5 million in improvements
1o its water systern, That is in addition to the
estimated $500,000 yearly materials cost.

WRT's method involves sending water
through pipes and filters made of the rin-
eral zeolite. Radium is trapped by the fil-
ters because it clings to the zeolite.

The village had faced a Dec. 8 deadline

‘to bring its water into compliance. In

August, the IEPA announced that it was re-
laxing its demand.
Residents pay $2 per 100 cubic feet of

water. Costs to implement WRT's zeolite

fiitering method would tack on another
$1.11 per 100 cubic feet, officials said.

But, village officials said the method

would save residents $9.7 million over 20
years, which is how much more it would
cost to implement ion exchange.

* Route 47 railroad closure: Traffic was -

crippled in July when Metra and the
llinois Department of Transportation
closed the railroad crossing at Route 47,
The $155,000 project upgraded the
Union Pacific tracks. Two additional closures
this year will complete the project, which
will prepare the village for the Metra station.
*Village buys house: In October,

- trustees discussed what to do with a house

that they bought that borders the village's
municipal campus.

The house at 9 S. First St. could be
razed, or it could be fixed up and rented.
Trustees have yet to decide, - _

In July, trustees agreed to buy the property
for $155,000 because it borders the village’s
municipal campus. The campus includes the
village hall, public works, police department,
fire station, library and Veteran's Mernorial.

‘Grabbing nearby land asit goes up for

. More closures are slated for this year.

sale would benefit future leaders by giving

them more property to work with, village

officials said. -

Village officials heard a proposal by
FGM Architects of Qak Brook. The firm
suggested moving the police department
or village offices into the old ambulance
building. This year, the fire and ambu-
lance ‘companies combined into one
building across the street from it.

The vacant arnbulance building is not
for sale, and discussions are ongoing. .

* Garbage vaults: In March, village of-
ficials revealed a dirty little secret about
some residents' front porches. .

Some village houses in the Cambridge
subdivision have construction garbage buried
undemeath their concrete front stoops.

Rather than put the waste into a dump-
ster, village officials said atleast one builder
dumped his waste into the foundation. The
practice is not common, and village officials
said only a handful of houses are affected.

. Construction garbage includes wood,
roofing shingles, tiles, metal scraps and -
conduit. THe waste is placed into a con-
crete vault that can be as deep as the foun-
dation and as large as the front steps. Once
the rubbish is placed in the hole, it is cov-
ered with gravel and sealed with cement.

That has prompted the village to draft
a-new ordinance specifically prohibiting .
the dumping. ' -

Village attorriey Bob Britz said the village
did not have alaw to enforce ethical build- -
ing. He said a new ordinance would protect
home buyers and stop the dumping.

The penalty for sealing waste in a
basement vaultis $25 per day. The fine can
go up to $750 per day until the garbage is
removed.



"PRR3[a 11 0FRIM7) WL JoLgSIp 3
0] joeq 3a0uk 0) 33pa[d e apnjooy
sestweld ulredwes s 41aag
"SpAH Jo pies Luog
« 1835 1X3U (g aq 0] Futod s o1,
‘ansst a8e au ‘sFungl a0 Juotie
‘o BuruBredures §i ‘ofeq] poop -
‘SpAY ATuay ‘day wsurede tms py
SIY FURew J0JaMPUCDd PROI[TRI Plo
- -Iead-cg v ‘Auag wo] JRI0wag
, pumoge sum snp
Aauow 210w Jsles 0 5192d%? aYg
"auRl?) Jsutede 3104 A Jo Jmadsad
€% Paaladad ays ‘ggg°gogs uew
aTowr Fuisiel 15)JE ‘LI YM UODIA[

ESSI[DJA] UBLUOMSSIUISNG uoFuiLeg
‘sjenowag Y1 Jo  2EQ
. sdpug g paeq
4suloze ayeq 1eysliny quagoddo
09 s3aTeI) pres ,‘im JaBuafeyd
Menowaq sy} ‘suer) AW
183 100 | JT ‘st wonotpard A,
. “Areunid wreagqnday
PU® OljEIdOWI( PIISAIUGD
E 10q 8] 91310 1aquaw wesnqndsy
Huialas 152300 53¢ pue asnoy
3 JO URIA2A JLA4E © ‘BPUCINEM
Jo aurI) N4g £q pajuasaxdal
‘SOINgNS 152413I0U 5,08e01y7) U
PLOsY] feUoISSaIEU07) g Ay U]
) "Pes As[umpIe
« AL U0 U33q 94, "UonTraye JaJE 51
Lz ou U1 3 pIs ‘0BedMO-(] ‘ySHY
Aqqog -day 1surede unx veonqnday
DI ST} FUR{etr 10108 [BISWLL0D
133q pae umo[) Y] Luedg
1amao] 3y} "La1Fuspie g Aey
B “udrewn
-2 Rty 210w Aq veanqndsy vedy

€002 a1 Aq pagemooua sem ‘Teag -

a1 0} Swiso[ Jaupe ‘ofinzue uo(y
"day jsulede wrede Surmun st pre
Uy FURRsUeD € SIme oy ‘gosymy]
uyo[ Jeidowag piealel] pres

'2a1E £de100wap Hndaay wiy,

“BII0LD B SARL] 533304 .MSTA 0] 3eq
are £atp ‘s1eapap snomerd apdsap
‘1eq) ABS S2]EDIpUED [21DADS
. "SOSLYD
ples ,‘suedqpquday Aprenonsed
‘1240 Julfjos ardoad jnoypm
Butop a1,43Y] Jeus yim Keme
199 LUp[nos YonensiomEpE SIYY,,
‘uoLseAm pIf-Gf} S, 4sng juapisaly
30 13110ddns e “yieg puRIgIiy-y

] JfTefyf oy 28] 03 UOTRURLOY.

s, A11ed rroy). Buryass sajepip
-UEd [eUOlSSI13U0D aNjRIDOWAQ
43U 2B JOOIQIRION JO TBWPOSL)
99T IoJeIpaul pue S)yBIaY uolBuny
J0 505 sejouIN Lewiejje ‘bexy
Tew 51 03 uogisoddo Fwons M
“S][DfS [e3af I UO paseq
qof au Ioj payms-jam I oY JeY)
pue aatoddns sT sIaq01RD) pres
SIIROIEN-ATIAL] Jng 2081 ISIY 13y
YR 0} Mdou 131 £q pajInisal
10U SEM 2US PIES ‘J6GT UT saSrerD
Aoendsuod BRIp [R1SpaY U0 JA00]

Arey 1apest safdiosyg 1ajsBues)

deargD) pspuogap A[[nyssaconsun

ysm ‘81341018 -UTYATY
‘[Ball [aniod awnsuo]

B 'SI3UJ0.1e7) JETS] UEULIIP[Y 10 JUnE

0.
]

' 9T} SISO UTHATY Eyfuyy £S1LIone

1V 250 wosg

SSTHINGD

2V 'SSTUINOD 7 1in [
St 5307 Arewrd s1y Jo U0 28NEJAq
£auous ursiel amw} 30w pue
sansst Fmysnd o) owy s3] 9)049p
M1,3Y sdes jeld0ua(] ofeanyd oy
‘SIE(] Autie(] “day saafoall peatfe
Lnoigip sadpajmouxae A[ipeas
JU3QUUNIUL N} 243U LT 31
Jaom USredurey
a8e1apEn ue UM SuoTIE[AI
Jenxas Buiaey JoJ wosud 0y Bumod
pug padiauod 3u13q 130 G561
BT 32{J0 W0 paudisal a1 J2uls

udtediued 354y iy s ‘oFeanyy -

Jo "If uosyorf assaf jeI0oMI]

$S9.13U0)) J0J

#.0[13) JeASUN 0} SULAI] 5T oYM
‘splowsay [y “day sauwief Jo ]
“301g0 2qnd
Aue 10 piq 3837 N9y} Fuyew ale
MG "310J3q 2014 SITHAUIS pre
2000 IS8 Je PARLIBP AIPUNCT 3I3M
4343 210y 53YEL Uy ASB DUIN
“A2UOLT OU 20 S pastet
aaey pue saanerado eonijod Lpred
JE1S 10 [RUORET £q PAINIIAI Jou
arm L[essuad stofeageys Ayl
"PAI03[3-a1 34 03 pajoRdxs e
AprenyTia fes L2y pue ‘sjerowa
auw pue sueaqnday o1 jo
wepeda[ap o Jo dnayewr uesnred

27} J03}Je 01 A[2}I[UN 3Ie SadLI
a1y ‘sjeos Joyl dsay S)UIqLunIL
d[ay o1 pauSisap sIoLIISIp
PUE duaquEnout Jo Jamod 3t Jo
25NE03q JRip Aes 351830e0S Are]
"§i0q Io UomIRD
[e12123 Iaquiasop a1 10 Arenrrrd
yoxepy ayy 1oy dn paury syuauoddo
240 20 MO JABY — UCISURAZ
Jo Sssoqeyds uef 1RI00WN] pue
AMAN0}, JO 12SEY SIUTA(T 1oHeadg
uedpnday — S13quat Isnoy
BT §,91%18 21y Jo.om] I0q [[V
‘uogedapp
ISNOY SIVUI] JO SIBQUIST JSaMAT

a1} 30394 03 Sunmmy sryFuapEy)’

0¢ 3uowe a1k 1apes] Jueld e
PRSP OUM IdAME] € PuE JOIAL0D
-pauIn}-uRILS5aITUOD B ‘UMO]D
PRI Y — NOLONIHSVAM.

5534 QILYIDOSSY IHL

peiuoy sjuuag Ag

98uajey> Surey
10U UOneSa[ap SIoum[[
"~ UT MJ JO QU0 119JSB]
ewud yore m

SUIUIUNI U0d-Xa ‘UMOTI-X7]
ST VOIISE Hh)-S- .




U097 BEicon NOLsS

By Steve Lord
STAEF WRITER

GENEVA — Predicting the movements of
the Kane County Board in 2004 is a little like
forecasting the weather — it's inexact science,
at its best. :

That's because the board faces the conflu-
ence of the unpredictability.of lame duck lead-
ership and an election, a rare combination the
board has not faced in eight years.

County Board Chairman Mike McCoy's de-
cision not to seek a third term has led to an up-

i Unpredictable year ahead
for Kane County Board

hard-fought Republican primary between
board member Karen McConnaughay, R-St.
Charles, and Treasurer David Rickert of
Elgin.

Waiting in the wings will be a Democratic
Party challenger, Thomas Meadath of St.
Charles. o s

If McCoy were running again, the forecast
would be easier. Politics would dictate the chair-
man stick to an agenda to facilitate re-election.

But with McCoy a lame duck, he is more
likely to move an agenda consistent with his

& Turn to BOARD, AS. .-

predictable election featuring a potentially

There also is the matter of

BOARD

From Page Al

‘whether or not the county will have’
to deal with finding an acting state’s
attorney to fillin for Meg Gorecki, if
a suspension of her law license

legacy — regardless of how it jibes forces her to vacate her office. It .

. with others’ political motives. At the

very least, he will try to move for-
ward the things he sees as most im-
portant on his final to-do list — farm-
Jand preservation, dealing with the
overcrowded jail and other issues.

could be that the county will see
three state's attorneys during 2004.
One thing is sure. There will be
new leadership on the board by the
end of the coming year, and specu-
fation for 2005 can begin anew.




I

Aurora

STAFF WRITER

The political storylines will make for an inter-
esting campaign year as the race to replace Aw
rora's outgoing mayor heats up in 2004. .

*So far, the field of candidates includes a well-
known local Democrat who has worked at City
Hall for 18 years, a conservative Republican
seeking to become Aurora's first black mayor, a
two-term Kane County Board member, and a

long-shot candidate who has been trounced’

twice before,

 Andthe election is still more than a year away.

(-U4-04 "Beacon newd)s
mayoral campaign

- not lacking in storylines

" By Dave Parro

_FORECAST 2004

Stories to watch in the coming year

Tom Weisner, Aurora’s director of commu-
nity services, was the first to announce his
candidacy in May, about six months after
Mayor David Stover announced he won’t seek
a third term. Weisner quickly picked up en- -
dorsements from other city officials who were
rumored to be considering a run, including Al

% Turn to RACE, A2

—

_ Angel Hernandez

Richard Irvin

RACE

From Page Al

derman Chuck Nelson and Parks

. Director Jim Pilmer. )
Two months later, Richard Irvin

jumped into the race, painting him-

- self as a City Hali outsider who

could better bring together a di-
verse community. He is campaign-
ing on the idea of change and wants
voters to see Weisner as more of the
same.

The former community prosecu-

tor with the Kane County state’s at-
torney’s office, who was removed
from the position amid controversy
and later resigned, also offers a
stark contrast to Weisner as a black
conservative Republican. Weisner

has been involved for years with the:

local Democratic party.
_ A county Republican became the
third candidate in September, but it

wasn't the person some people -

thought it might be. Kane County
Board member Bill Wyatt joined the
race as his mentor, County Board
Chairman Mike McCoy, decided to

&
Tom Weisner

" Bill Wyatt

step down from public life and said
he doesn’t plan on running for the
mayoral job his father, Al McCoy,
once held.

Finally, Angel Hernandez joined
the race in October, seeking to be-
come Aurora’s first Hispanic mayor-
Like Irvin, Hernandez thinks resi-
dents here want change and will try
to portray beth Weisner and Wyatt
as political insiders. -~

Hernandez has lost mayoral
races twice before in Aurora, in
1989 and 1993. :

Only Wyatt has experienice hold-

ing elected office, but Weisner is ex-

pected to get backing from City
Hall, Irvin was 2 popular conumunity
prosecutor credited with helping at-
tack Aurora's crime problem. Her-
nandez is taking a page from the
book of state Rep. Linda Chapa
LaVia, D-Aurora, and campaigning
heavily door to door in hope of over-
coming his underdog status.

Not many shots have been fired
yet in this race, but things will
change quickly this year once the
spring 2005 election is less than a
year away.’
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Schielke to ask Batavia

aldermen to set date

for d
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Greg
Rivara

_ The things I think

~ Although the holidays are drawing
down, visions of sugar plums still fog the
brain. A few things I think I thirik as win-

ter actually arrives ...

ComEd really is sticking it to central
Kane County, especially the Tri-Cities.

Years ago, Batavia, Geneva and St.
Charles made an agreement with the _
electricity giant to build 138kv power lines
through the area. A corridor near Randall
Road was chosen and the agreement in-
cluded wording that, shall we say, encour-
aged Tri-Cities leaders to support the
plan. ) R
The agreement was made years before
Randall Road became a retail corridor

- and a signature street for the Tri-Cities,

Now, ComEd wants Batavia, Geneva
and St. Charles to fund a $50,000 study of
an alternative route for the power lines.
Forcing the cities to pay is allowable, ac--
cording to ComEd, because the cities are’
considered wholesale consumers.

" Just one question. ‘

Although state laws mandate ComEd
to pursue the most ¢cost-effective route
when building new utility lines, the laws

-also require utilities to show why the
route is the most.cost effective. That cer-
tainly would suggest that ComEd already
has studied alternative routes. Obtaining
such details, however, is a bit difficult.

And yes, ComEd, I will call again...

. * k&

William Scardamaglia is the first vic-
tim of the Election 2004. Scardamaglia, a
candidate for Kane County Board chair-
man, decided not to fight challenges to
his petitions and withdrew from the race.

Thatleaves county board member

-Karen McConnaughay of St. Charles
against Kane County Treasurer David
Rickert of Elgin for the GOP nomination,

Why should you care? Two reasons:

The chairman sets the agenda,
Although the chairman has only one vote,
the position holds the bully pulpit to es-
tablish priorities and direction for the
next four years. If someone wants a prab-
lem addressed, they must have the bless-

_ ing of the chairman,

Politically, Kane County still is split
three ways — those to the north in the
Elgin area, those to the south in the
Aurora area, and those in the ever-grow-
ing middle. In the past; north didn't like

-south, south didn't like north, and the

middle didn't pay attention to either

north or south. The McConnaughay-

Rickert race, as well as the state's attorney

race, could test that time-honored axiom.
*

The talking heads on television were
uipping over themselves this past week in.
the wake of Dick Jauron's mercy killing.

In five years, Jauron compiled a 35-45 -
regular season record for the Chicago
Bears, including the improbable 13-win
séason in 2001. ‘ ’

Like him or hate him, Jauron clearly is

- aleader. Although he could rally his team

and his staff, for some inexplicable reason

-he refused to replace John Shoop when it

has been clear for years that the offensive
coordinator was not ready for the job. .
Television's talking heads analyzed the
firing from every conceivable angle,
screaming over and over again that the
NFL is a business, and if you don't suc- ,

- ceed, you simply must leave, -

And I'm thinking, what business ac-
cepts failure?

& Greg Rivara lives in St. Charles and .
is the Kane County Chronicle managing
editor. He can be contacted directly at
(630} 845-5355, or by e-mail at
grivara@kcchronicle.com
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longer Lisa

Madigan’s
office waits,
the greater
the
disservice
that is
shown to the
residents

of Kane
County.

I-4-0%

Chronsele

O‘ur VieW'point

ane County residents

continue to wait for the

Illinois Supreme Court’
‘to decide when the suspen-
sion of Meg Gorecki's law
license should begin.

* Such delays are expected
in the judicial process and, as
such, must be endured.

_ Whatis confusing,
however, is the waiting game
being played by the Illinois
Attorney General’s office.

And the longer Lisa
Madigan’s office waits, the
greater the disservice that is
shown to the residents of
Kane County.

Goreckd, the Kane County
state’s attorney, will have her
law license suspended for
four months because she

~ broke the ethical rules of

conduct for attorneys when
she implied that a county
transportation job could be
bought. Gorecki did so in
1998, before being elected
state’s attorney. ‘
Gorecki fought mightly
against the suspension, and
when it was handed down .
and set to begin in December,
she asked the Illinois
Supreme Court to delay the
imposition until Nov. 30,

2004, the day before sheis set -

to leave office. Gorecki,
elected in 2000, has decided
not to seek re-election. )
The state’s high court has
delayed Gorecld’s punish-
ment while it considers her
request. The answer is

. Determine Gorecki’s fate now |

expected in January.
" Thereis no doubt thata
person must be licensed to

“practice law in Illinois in

order to be the state’s
attorney. However, just as
Gorecki broke new ground
when she became the first

_ female state’s attorney

elected in Kane County, she
also is breaking new ground
for being the first sitting
state’s attorney in llinois to
have herlicense suspended.
The question before the
attorney general's officeis a

-simple one: Can Gorecki

serve her four-month suspen-
sion and then return to office,

-or must she be forced to

resign? .

Clearly, we do not expect
a simple answer. However, it
is appropriate to expect a
timely one. It is a funda-
mental part of the atforney
general’s role in the state of
Minois to offer such legal
opinions.

Madigan'’s office still has
not said whether it believes
Gorecki can return after
serving her suspension. The
delay is unnecessary and puts
an unacceptable burdenon | -
Kane County residents, as
well as county government

-officials, who would have to * .
‘choose Gorecki’s replacement

should she be forced to
resign.

The attorney general’s
office needs to make its
opinion public. To everyone.
Now. :
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Hampshire board’s decision on subdivisions
could affect other planned developments

By ARACELY HERNANDEZ
Shaw News Service

HAMPSHIRE — If village
board members vote to deny
Crown Community Develop-
ment'’s two subdivisions, the de-
* cision will have a domino effect

“onother planned developments.
' Crown, KB Home and Van
* Vlissingen have formed a consor-
tium to build water, sewer and
roads for their projects. The ap-
proach would cut costs because
developers would pay engineers
_only once to review the entire in-
frastructure project, Trustee Tom
Brown said. _ S
The strategy allowed for more
land to be donated for schools.
KB pledged 100 acres, about
half of its property, to School
District 300 in its most recent
plan. _
- But if Crown's plans are de-
nied, KB and Van Vlissingen have

to come up with anew strategy. .

“If. Crown _doesnt come in,
[KB Home] has to find a different
way to getinfrastructure,” Trustee
Orris Ruth said, who also is chair-
man of the village’s plarming and
zoning comumittee,

As planned with the Crown.

subdivisions, KB Home would
build 177 houses on 104 acres at
Tammns Farm on Big Timber and
Ketchum roads. ’

KB’ property already is in the
village and does not need to be
annexed, unlike the property for

. Crown and Van Vlissingen proj-

ects.
District 300 officials . also
would have to wait to find out

how much impact the subdivi-

sion would have on the district
without a school site, Ruth said.
KB's development would not
require a 100-acre donation to
the school district, Ruth said.
Lincolnshire-based Van
Vlissingen Co., has not brought

_its concept plan to build Brier Hill

Crossing to the village board.
That development would include
a 7 million-square-foot office and
warehouse - complex and 560
homes on 728 acres between
Sandwald and Hennigroads.

Brown said he thinks-an an-
nexation agreement for the Van
Vlissingen property should come
before the village board during
the next few weeks. A concept
plan could be expected to go be-
fore the board in February, he
said. .

“It’s going to have an enor-
mous magnitude of commerce,
industryand jobs,” hesaid. .

Last year, the Northeastern
Ilinois Planning Commission al-
lowed Hampshire to extend utili-
ties to the property. .

Crown's subdivisions include

Prairie Ridge with more than
1,800 homes on 1,277 acres on
Harmony Road between Allen
and Melms roads, and Oakstead,
which would have more thar 800
homes on 513 acres between
Route 20 and 47.

Concept plans for Crown's
proposals and KB's proposal re-
ceived negative recomrenda-
tions' from the village’s Zoning
Board of Appeals and the plan-
ning cornmission because lot
sizes were too small.

They also were met with re-
sistance ‘from residents and
Citizens After ~ Responsible
Expansion who want the village
to keep its rural atmosphere.
They also cited environmental
factors such as possible contami- -
nation of an aquifer and endan-
gering the existence of a pair of
nesting Swainson's hawks as rea-
sonsnot to build. .

The Brier Hill Crossing plan
already has met resistance from
Huntley and School District 158.
Both filed resolutions against the
development this surmer.

* Huntley officials are upset be-
causeVanVlissingen approached
the Illinois State Toll Highway -
Authority about building ramps
near Brier Hill Road. The region
would be better served if the
Route 47 interchange had east-
bourid access, officials have said.
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Challenges are democracy in action :

We love democracy, right down to all the ar-
cane ways of its processes. Take the recent fil-
ings for the March primary election for exam- .
ple. Objections were filed to the petitions turned in
by two candidates. One stays on the ballot; one with-
drew from the race because he said he didn’t have
the resources to fight the claims. We say democracy
works, even if the petition-challenging feels like
sniveling gamesmanship. If a candidate didn’t have
the resources to fight a petition challenge, how
would he have the resources to run an effective cam-
paign? THUMBS UP to democracy, and the people
who practice it, : : : :
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" DONNELL COLLINS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The Home Depot is likely just the first
of major stores along Orchard Road.

2004 may be
bellwether

" year along
- Orchard

1-5-0%

i Beacgl) o

The sounds you hear coming from
Orchard Road are the sounds of
progress — and they could be getting
much louder in 2004. _

" This could be a bellwether year for
Orchard Road, the 10-mile stretch of
highway that many have said will some-
day resemble existing retail centers
along Route 59 and Randall Road.

As the housing boom continues on
Aurora’s West Side and in North Aure-
ra, Sugar Grove, Montgomery, Oswego
and Yorkville, those predictions are
seeming all the more likely.

. The past several months have
brought the announcements of several
ambitious projects, including a 60-acre

< Turn to ORCHARD, A2

ORCHARD

From Page Al

shopping center at Orchard and
Route 34 in Oswego and a 175-acre
mixed-use development at Qak
Street in North Autora,

In Aurora, meanwhile, stores,
banks and restaurants continue to
sprout up in several similar develop-
ments between Sullivan and Indian
Trail roads. S

Over the next few months, Fox
Valley shoppers will likely find out
which stores they can expect here

and exactly when they can expect

them. Kohl's, Best Buy, Target and
Woodman's Food Market are just a
few of the companies said to be eye-

ing Orchard Road sites.

Industrial development in at least
two existing business parks near In-
terstate 88 is also expected to con-
tinue.

On a related note, work should
begin sometime in 2004 on a project
that will eventually widen Orchard
Road from two to four lanes be-
tween Indian Trail and Route 30,
where the average vehicle count is
already at more than 60,000 a day.

Also, the long-awaited

‘Metra/Pace Park-and-Ride station

at Orchard and Mill roads in Os-
wego is expected to open in the
spring.

Buses will shuttle commuters to
and from the Park-and-Ride lot and
the Aurora Transportation Center
on North Broadway.
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Gorecki

that Kane County State’s Atty. Meg Gorecki’s

law license will be suspended -for four
months for professional misconduct.. :

Gorecki has admitted that before she was

In November, the Illinois Supreme Court ruled

elected, she falsely told someone she knew that .

campaign contributions to the county board
chairman could land a'government job, Gorecki
initially denied she had made such a claim, but
she ultimately had to.confess—she had left three

messages oh an answering -machine talking

about the scheme. The Supreme Court found
that she had “endorsed, and even encouraged,
the bribing of a public official.” -- . .

For most lawyers, alicense suspension is good

reason to hide under a rock for awhile and pon- -

der a new profession. _

Notso with Gorecki, whonow is embarrassing
herself and Kane County in this singularly odd
case. She had the temerity to ask, in a motion

filed last month, that the state high court put off

her punishment for a year so she can serve out
her term as the county’s top prosecutor. She has

also asked the Illinois attorney general’s office.

for an opinion as to whether she could stay in of-
fice while Hher license is suspended. Gorecki’s
four-year term expires Nov. 3¢, and she is not
seeking re-election. .. . =
Since Gorecki is prolonging the agony here, a

few points laid out by Justice Mary Ann McMor-

row in the court’'s 16-page opinion are worth dis-
cussing. )

Gorecki’s admission to wrongdoing came only

after she made vigorous public denials. She ulti-
mately admitted she was not forthright when the

Aftorney Registration and Disciplinary Com-.

missionmade an initial inquiry about the charg-

ingers, public

loses.

es ih April 2000. She finally came around when it .

_evidently dawned on her the charges were seri- -
. ous and there was strong evidence of wrongdo-

ing, centering on the three recorded messages.
Investigators found no evidence Kane County
Board Chairman Mike McCoy took a bribe or
that Gorecki had even talked to McCoy about
such a payoff. A false accusation that a public of-
ficial is.open to bribery is “serious misconduct -

... because it places the reputation of that inno-

cent official at risk,” McMorrow. wrote in the

opinion. McCoy had to endure an investigation -

by a special prosecutor. o
Gorecki has remained less than candid, rais-

ingmore questions about her suitability to serve

in a position of public trust. She has stated re-
peatedly she has no explanation for the mes-
sages and could not “even imagine” saying such’
things. As a hearing board noted, Gorecki has -
chosen to stand by the troubling claim that “she
has a complete and total lack of recall regarding
the timing and intent of the taped messages.”
When the Supreme Court suspends a law H-
cense, the sanction normally takes effect imme-

* diately unless there's a compelling reason to

walit, such as a client who would be harmed by
switching lawyers midway through a complex

_trial. :

There’s no compelling reason to prolong the:
disgraced Gorecki’s time in office. There is no
reason she should receive different treatment
than any other lawyer would receive. .

Garecki should have the grace to withdraw
her motion, accept her suspension and step
down from office. And if she won't, the Ilinois
Supreme Court should reject her request to de-
lay her suspension and send her packing.
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Houses being built in Mill Creek
erted as development moves we
other parts of lllinois, as farmers

Robert Barcroft — Chronicle photo staff

» west of Batavia and Geneva, illustrate the pressure on onetime farmfand that's ex-
stward from the Fox Valley. Such influences also help bid up the price of farmland in
engage in federally sanctioned tax transfers by buying land elsewhere.

Kane sales felt statewide

| Deuelopmentpushing land
'prices everywhere, study finds

By ROALD HAASE
Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — Development
pressuresin Kane and other ur-
banizing counties are not just
bidding up the price of area
farmland.

The demnands for farmland
here —for housing uses and re-
tail-commercial sites — also
are pushing up the cost of
farmland in other parts of

linois, 2 new study concluded.

The analysis, by Normal-
based First Farm Credit
Services, found that the aggre-
gate value ‘of 18 benchmark
farms in a 42-county area in-
creased 4.81 percent from July
1, 2002, to July 1, 2003,

Much of the growth in
farmland values, moreover, was
attributed to federal tax policy
that’s having a heavy impact in
Chicago's so-called collar coun-

ties, including Kane County.

“I think for the foreseeable
future there is going'to be farm-
ing in Kane County,” said farm-
land financing expert Randal
Panzer

First Farm Credit Services, a
farmland lending agency, said
the federal tax policy was “the
single largest driving factor in

“land value increases” in the 42-

county area. It enables farmers
to avoid immediate capital
gains tax payments, if they
apply money from land sales
here to farmland purchases
elsewhere.

Panzer, a vice president in

First Farm Credit Services' -
Sycarmore office, said the policy -

is called a 1031 Exchange, for
Internal Revenue Service Rule

1031. The fatmers do not evade -

paying capital gains taxes,
Panzer said, because if they
later sell the farm they bought
elsewhere, they have to pay the
capital gains taxes on that sale,

But for how, farmers do
defer such tax liabilities, ob-
servers said.

Panzer said a lot of farmers
in Kane and DuPage counties
are using that policy to sell their
land here, theribiry land farther
away from  metropolitan

Chicago and rent it out to farm-

ers there,

See FARMLAND, page 13
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“The majority of it is going for
cashrent,” Panzer said. -

According to Mark Akers, also
of First Farm Credit, the 1031 tax
are being
prompted “by the housing and

- commercial buildingboom in the
Chicago collar counties, The low

interest rates for home mort-
gages,- coupled with continued

~ optimism in the strength of the
- &conomy, multiplied develop-

mentpressure” = |

The strongest impact of the
competition for land shows in
counties adjacent to Chicago’s
collar counties, the study said. In
neighboring DeKalh County, for
Instance, the rise in value of a
benchmark farm there was 15,63
percent during four years,

Such land exchanges, Panzer

- added, incredse thevalie of farm-

land in DeKalb and in other
downstate counties, In turn, it

- makes it harder for farmers in
those counties to buy land there

because of the cost increases, he

said. For farmers farther away -

from Chicago, the government
tax policies represent “a double-_

_ edged sword,” Panzer said.

While'the farmland price in-
creases help them if they wantto
sell their land, they make it rela-
tvely harder for these farmers to

expand their holdings near their

home farms, Panzersaid.

A specialist on Kane County
farmland preservation, Janice
Hill, said the 1031 Exchange rule
also applies to farmers who take
partin the county’s Purchase of
Development Rights program.

In that program, farmers who
agree 1o covenants that will for-
ever preserve their land in farm
uses, get money in return. This in-

come also ' qualifies for 103] -
. Exchanges, enabling participat- :
ing farmers to defer capital gains °

taxes on this form of incorge,

Hill, the county's program co-

. ordinator for farmland protec.
tion, said a“lot of them (farmland

protection * participants) - are
choosing ‘to do the (tax) &x-
changes.Apparentty, they canuse

‘the exchange with the easement

program.” :
Today, 1,426 acres in Kane are

part of the county’s Purchase of

Development Rights program _

In-all, 11 farms have been ac-
cepted as part of the program,
and the farm program has closed
with theland owner, Hill said. The
county board also has approved
another five farmns for participa-
tior, but the agreements havent
beenclosed. - ' :

Meanwhile, 23 farms have
applied for participation but have
not been granted the county
board’s OK. If all these farms are
accepted, itwould mean a total of
39 participation ‘farms in the
county, Hill said. '

‘Hill said the purpose of the

' county’s protection plan is “soil

protection.” -

" “We won't be able to buy all
the development rghts to all the
agricultural land ... but we will be
able to create clusters of agricul-
tural land in certain areas (that)
can be assured ofland being pro-
tected in perpetuity,” Hil) said,

The clusters, to date, have
been in the westem townships of
eville and Big Rock, Hill said.
Another potential cluster is jn

Virgil Township, Hill added.

While the amounts the
county. pays for farms can vary,
generally speaking, the county
pays $5,000 an acre to acquire a
farmer’s development rights, Hiil
said. '

“The definition of farming"

 can vary, broadly” Hill said. “You,

could have a farmer whose home
baseis here in Kane County, orhe
could farmi one or two townships

west of here, or in counties in

western Illinois,” Hill said,
"We want his business to stay
viable” o '

[NA¥ L3 =

[ a

.
B - S S

T -

T T R TR T e




STC, county
near deal
on fiber optic
connections
/#O%L&@ﬁéﬁ er/
' Plan will link

circuit clerR’s office,
' justice.center

By HEATH HIXSON.

. Kane County Chronicle
- ST. CHARLES — Fiber opticlines are
likely ‘to*soon link the Kane County

Justice Center and Circuit Court Clerk’s

office under 4 plan approved Monday
" by-a city committee.

Members of the city's Government
Operations Committee voted 7-0 to ap-
prove a proposed intergovernmental
agreement to extend the city’s Fiber
Optic Telecormmunications System to
link the county offices. The plan now

[ goes before the full city council as soon
as Jan. 19 for final approval.

H council members approve the
plan, the two county offices would be
linked directly by four lines through
the city fiber optic pipeline that runs.
down Route 38 and Prairie Street. The
project is expected to cost more than
$19,000, which the city would bill the
county. _

Paul Anthoney, city information sys-
tems network engineer, said the agree-
ment calls for city workers to build an
extension of fiber optic lines from the
clerk’s office, 540 S. Randall Road, to the
city's pipeline on Prairie Street.

. In addition, he said city workers
would construct a link from fiber optic
lines on Route 38 near Peck Road to the
justice center property, 37W777 Route
38.. L

The county is expected to use the
fiber optic systemn to move toward a pa-
perless docket system. :

The 10-year deal dedicates four o
the city’s 48 lines on the corridor to be
exclusively used by the county. The city
usgds only eight of those lines, Anthoney
said.

See FIBER OPTICS, page 2

Fiber optics

Continued from page 1.

Urider. " the " agreement,

: the county also would pay an

annual- fiber maintenance
charge. The city retains the
ability to use the lines if

‘needed, but is respons_ible

for repair of the lines.

- 'The . intergovernmental
agreement is similar to an
arrangement between thé St
Charles school district and the
city that was signed in 2001,

- ‘The district paid to con-
struct lines from at least 19

‘facilities to de in with the

city’s fiber system. The dis-
trict’s schools, transportation
and maintenance centers
and the. administration
building are linked. The dis-
trict also pays ‘an annual

_ maintenance fee to the city.

Ann Fleming, school dis-
trict director of technology,
said linking into the fiber
optic network “makes all the

difference in the world” in °

terms of data capacity, and
the links provide the district
with faster and cheaper serv-
ice than could ‘be provided
by a private company.
..'Fleming said she hopes
to- use the fiber lines for
vidéo streaming and deliver-
ing graphics to classrooms.
The city fiber optic gys-

tem was built in 1996 and

connects “core” city facilities,
such as offices and electyical
substations. The fiber lines
are-expected to last at least
25 years, Anthoney said.
“For us, it gives us kind of
unlimited capacity for appli-
cations,” he said. “The data
capacity is long term, unlim-

" ited. It is limited by the

equipment . that we buy.

There are not recurring .

costs, except for

mainte-
nance.” . - ;
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Batavia
backs /-¢-09

POWET e
By GALAa M. PIERCE
Doily Herald Staff Writer )
If a long, hot spell causes Thi-
Cities residents to keep their air
conditioners on next summer,
transmission lines might over-
load. } .
Since public opposition
caused ComEd to back off the
plan of installing 138,000-volt
power lines along a 14-mile
stretch-of Randall Road, Tri-
Cities leaders are moving
| forward with an east-side feasi-
bility study.
| *The clock is tcking,” Batavia
Public Works Director Gary
Larsen said. “We got by last
summer without it ... If we were
to have a really hot summer,
we'd be in a tough sitiation.”
Batavia City Council unani-
mously approved an
intergavernmental agreement
Monday to authorize the Tri- -
City Interconnection Study,
which would determine
. | whether the installation of new
- | transmission lines-east of Fox
River is feasible.
St. Charles approved the con-
cept of a study last month and
" | Geneva expects 1o endorse the
agreement at its city council
meeting on Jan. 20. “We're tying
to evaluate all options,” St
Chazrles City Administrator Larry
Maholland said. ’
The exact routing of the lines
remains undisciosed but could
be east of Kirk Road, Larsen said.
The study looks at the existing
ioads and the practicality of the
proposed loads migrated into
the current lines.
The study is estimated to cost
$50,000, which would be split.
three ways and has been capped
at $100,000 — a cost some offi-
cials are accepting with much
chagrin. “ComEd- paid for the-
study on Randall Road and they
fooked at other alteratives such
as Peck Road,” Geneva City
Administrator Phil Page said.
"We feel this eastern option isan - -
alternative to the Randatl Road
corridor. Why wouldn’t they also
absorb the cost to explore this
alternative?” . .

Larsen said the cost of the
study, which requires a $25,000
deposit, is minute compared to
the cost of installing new power
lines. '

A year ago, Batavia and
Geneva officlals approved the
Twin-City Study to look at an
east-side connection between

; the two municipalities. It cost
$32,000 and is almost complete,
but the new study will take
precedence, Larsen said.
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“We always have to be wgﬂant and be prepared if there is'a resurgence.
- We're cautiously optimistic it might be another year of minimal activity.”

) " DAILY HERALD
PHOTO iLLUSTRATION

cases falling in 2004

. BY SUSAN STEVENS

Daily Hemid Staff Writer

ith 4 inches of snow outside
your window, you may not be
thinking about mosquitoes
right now.
But local health officials are.
In particular, they're thinking about
the ones that brought a deadiy out-
break of West Nile disease two years

ago — then all but vanished last

summer.

Entomologists suggest a variety of
reasons for Illinois’ dip in West Nile
virus cases in 2003: cooler weather,

- fewer birds, more vigilant homeown-

ers.

Or it could be luck.

“We don't know, and nobody else
does,” said Tom Schafer, spokesman
for the Illinois Department of Public
Health. "It could be simply that the
virus moved west.”

Whatever the reason, public health
officials are thankful 2003 did not
bring the high death toll of 2002 —
when 66 Tllinois residents died of the
West Nile virus and 884 became ill.

In 2003, amid frequent warmings of
a possible outbreak, Ilinois saw only
52 cases of humans infected with West
Nile and just cne death.

But West Nile experts aren't rejoic-

.- ing. Whlle Tilin
- - nesses, nationwide the number of

sﬁfferéd fet';rer i-

cases more than doubled as the mos-
qulto -borne virus centinued its
westward expansion since its emer-
- gence on the East Coast in 1999

Colorado was the heaviest hit with
2,477 human casés last year, accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

The unpredictability of West Nile

has Illinois officials planning full-scale

preparations for spring 2004.

“If we have hot, dry conditions ]Jke_

we did in 2002, we could see. a

. rebound,” said Thad Koeune, director _

of environmental health services for
DuPage County “Nobody can tell you
for sure.”

DuPage County w111 increase its - |

tracking of the virus this spring, begin-
ning in May with dozens of new
mosquito monitoring traps through
out the county.

In Kane County, officials have com-
piled the past two years of mosquito
data to determine the likely hot spots
in 2004.

“We always have to be vigilant and
be prepared if there is a resurgence,”
said Fred Carlson, environmental
health director for Kane County.
“We're cautiously optimistic it rmght
be another year of minimal activity.”

In addition to their public educa-
tion programs about eliminating

-stagnant water and wearing insect

repellent, health officials will watch
the weather closely this spring.
A hot, dry summer like that in 2002

See HILE on PAGES

Fred Carlson, Kane County enviconmental health director -

In check or

rebound?

West Nife
human cases

SFr 20022008
Cook 634 20
DuPage 49

Kane 9

Lake 8
Wil . i8
" What you can do;

" The best way t6 avoid West
Nile is to reduce the number
of mosquitoes around your

- home and take precautions to
avoid mosquito bites.

+ Wear insect repellent.
« Wear fight-colored long

pants, long-sleeved ShII'TS
‘outdoors.

« Repair hales in door and
window screens. -

« Clean gutters regulény.

* Get rid of old tires, buckets,
drums, bottles and containers
with standing water.

» Empty plastic wading
pools, birdbaths, etc... every
410 5 days.

» Keap grass cut short,
shrubs trimmed.

Source: Hlinois Dapartment of Public
Health
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- O ﬁﬂe"'forcampai'gn‘_
donation won’t keep
Cross, others off ballot

l-b-04 Eenton
By Matt Hanley ﬁ@)s

STAFF WRITER

An election ethics bill that would
keep candidates with unpaid State
Board of Elections fines off the
ballot has been delayed until after
the March primary elections.

Ong_secl:ion of House Bill 3412
— which passed on Dec. 3, 2003 —
states that any person with unpaid
civil penalties “shall not appear on
any ballot for any office while the
penalty is unpaid.”

This section could have affected -

two local legislators if the board

had not decided Monday to delay
enforcement. House Republican
leader Tom Cross of Oswego, a co-
sponsor on the bill, and state Rep.
Randy Hultgren of Wheaton both
have unpaid campaign fines.

Cro:ss_‘s fine came from a
campaign donation to a candidate -
running for mayor in Peoria,
according to his office. The fine was -
the result of confusion over when
the donation was supposed to be
reported and it is being reviewed
by the board,

e

s e e =

4% Turn to CROSS A2

CROSS

From page Al

out there.”

-years, Hultgren said.

now it’s in their court.”
‘Hultgren finds

“My fine has been stayed,” Cross
said. “It’s kind of an interesting
guestion whether there’s even a fine

Hultgren's “Friends for Huitgren”
committee has incurred three fines
totaling $2,000, with 51,400 of that
amount stayed. Hultgren said those
fines came from problems with

“software provided by the board for
reporting donations. The $1,400 fine
was stayed — meaning it was waived
without an admission of guilt or
innocence — and the $600 in fines
have been under appeal for several

“It's pretty frustrating now,” he
" said. “T've done everything I can and

himself,
theoretically, in jeopardy of losing a
place on the ballot for a situation he

has not been able to appeal. He said
he hopes these sorts of conflicts will
help streamline appeals. :

Cross and Hultgren are two of
more than 50 [llinois legislators that
have been fined by the board of
elections — but their penalties are on
the smatler side. For instance, the
campaign committee for Southern -
Illinois state Sen. Gary Forby has
incurred $40,600 in fines.

Rupert Borgsmiller, director of
campaign contributions for the State
Board of Elections, said the board
chose not to force anyone off the
ballot before the primaries because
there was some question whether
candidates had been given sufficient
natice.

As far as whether the board would
gject a candidate such as.Cross with
just one unpaid fine, Borgsmiller
thought it was unlikely they would
ban anyone with such a small
infraction.

"1 definitely feel that is the position
the board would take,” he said.
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IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT EOR
THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS
: EASTERN DIVISION

]N RE: : D
' ) Chapter 11
EMERALD CASINO, INC., ) Case No. 02 B 22977

_Debtor. ' ‘ )

OTICE OF SALE ME D CA , INC.
Emerald Casino, Inc, (“Emerald” or the “Company®), is a
debtor under chapter 11 of the United States Bankruptcy
Code. Headquartered in Chicago, IL,, Emerald holds one of
ten riverboat gaming licenses currently authorized in
Hlinois. Emerald’s license permits the Company to operate
a riverboat casino in INinois pursuant to the Ilinois
Riverboat Gamblmg Act.

Emera]d has decided to sell its business through a chapter
11 plan, The sale process developed by Emerald has been
approved by the Bankruptcy Court and includes, but is not
limited to, the following procedures: '

* Submission of confidential binding proposais containing
the terms required by Emerald (“Binding Proposals’™)

« Public opening of Binding Proposals, disclosing prospec-
tive purchasers’ names, venture pariners(s) if any, and
locations of proposed development sites

+ Evaluation of Binding Proposals whereby certain bidders

will be selected from among those who submit proposais
(the “Competing Bidders”} to participate in a final auc-
-tion, on a date to be announced, among the Competing
Bidders to determine the winning proposal to-be includ-
ed it a plan of reorganization and presented for a suit-
ability determination

THIS PROCESS IS OPEN TO ALL POTENTLAL BID-

' DERS AND ANY INTERESTED MUNICIPALITY IN
ILLINOIS, THERE 18 NO LIMITATION ON DEVELOP-
MENT SITE

FOR FURTHER INFORMATIOM REGARDING EMERALD’S SALE
PROCESS AND TERMS FOR BINDING PROPOSALS VISIT
https:/fwww.datasite. merrilidirect com/EmeraldCasino/

. INTERESTED PARTIES SHOULD CONTACT EITHER:

TODD SNYDER, Managing Director, or
IRA WOLFSON Vice President
" Rothschild Inc.
1251 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10020

- (212 403—3500

) Chief Judge Bugene R. Wedoff

1-7-04 Daily Hemld




Coroner -
to get free

computer

system

m Pilot project: New

system will save time
and money, officials say
/-72-04

Steve Lond B COMN
gAFF Weﬂrl‘EFt Nneed S

GENEVA — The Kane County
.coroner’s office will be the guinea pig
for a new database program that could
become a pilot for coroners offices
across the country.

Business Systems Engineering of

. Chicage will develep the program

with equipment from three other

.companies. Kane County Coroner
Chuck West on Tuesday told the
County Board Public Safety
Committee the company will provide

" the time-saving database system for

no charge.
“This will be provided at no cost to

- the county — for them to market it

elsewhere,” West said. “This dees not
- exist anywhere in the U.S. now.”

The idea for the pilot program came
irom recent discussions of coroner’s
office needs. )

- West said the need for a better data
!system were relayed through the
county’s Information Technology
office, which brought the need to
Busirtess Systems.
The company will make a formal
.presentation to the Public Safety
, Committee next month, West said the

- new program should be in place by

‘March.

+ The program will allow the

‘coroner’s office to enter data into the

" system just once. It then will be

available to fill out any of the 22

“different forms used by the coroner’s

. office, including death certificates and
burial permits. -
“Instead of having to type 20-some

- forms, we can enter things once,”

West said, )

. In addition to the clerical savings,
the system will make statistics more
readily available, West said.

“The system we are running is 12

! years obsolete,” he said. “We have
_been losing part of our database.”

In addition to setting up the system,

| the commipanies will provide equipment

and training for office personnel, West

said,
Although he would not have a
precise cost amount for all this untii a

. formal contract is signed, he said, the

six computer notebooks the office will
get would normally cost $1,300 each.
 Public Safety Committee member

" Ken Griffin, D-Aurora, who was

involved in heating the presentation

. from Business Systems, said it will
; have “long-term bencfits” for the
" county. i

-*It’s very promising,” Griffin told

: fellow committee members. “Tt's just
" time-saving, for lack of 2 better ward.”
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can't and has been lobbying the Kane additional help senicrs around before

department to move forward on medical care availability and
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for senior-tax referendum

By William Presecky
Tribune staff reporter

Kane County voters are not

" likely to be asked in the March.

primary whether they favor in-
creasing property tazes to help
underwrite an array of senior
services, from transportation to
congregate meals.

Pending an unexpected re-
versal Wednesday by the County
Board’s Executive Cominittee,

the proposed tax referendum

question that Sepior Services
Associates Inc. andthe Salvation
Army have been imploring the
County Board to schedule willbe

deferred until atleast Novembetr..

Members of the board’s Public
Health Committee said they
need more analysis and more
time to better inform voters on
the many, complex needs of the
county's aging population and
the impact and aim of an added

© tax to help seniors. The commit-

tee voted Tuesday to recommend
the issue not be puttoa binding
referendum March 16. '
Monday will be the final day
for local governing hoards to
adopt a resolution or ordinance
to allow referendum questions
on the primary ballot. The full
County Board isnot scheduled to
meet again in regular dession
until Tuesday. A vote by the Ex-
ittee, therefore, to
go forward with a senior tax ref-
erendum proposal in March

would regquire a special board |- '

meeting. o )
~ Elgin-based ‘Senior Services
‘Associates Inc. and other cash-
strapped agencies began prod-
ding county officials in August
to ask voters for approval to levy
a tax of up to 2.5 cents per $100 of
assessed valuation to supple-
ment public and private funding
for senior services. Voters in 11
other Ilinois counties, includ-
ing neighboring -Kendall, De-
Kalb and McHenry, have autho-
rized a tax for senior services.
Former St. Charles Mayor
Fred Norris, president of the

non-profit consortium, said that

without the county funding, the
1evel of social services available
to Kane seniors will continue to
diminish at a 'time when their
numbers continue to grow.
As proposed, the tax impact
from a countywide senior servic-
year for a home valued at
$100,000 to $24.12 on a $300,000

‘home, according to Norris.

wrhe [funding] crisis-is nNow,

“and it's just going to get worse,”

said Norris. “We're at the point
where we have no choice but to
cut back.” -

Public ' Health Committee
Chairman Gerald Jones (D-Au-
rora) said the roughly two
months remaining before the

primary election was not suffi--

cient to adequately educate vot-
ers on the issue. "

es Jevy could range from $746a
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BY GALA M, PIERCE

| | Daily Herald Staff Whiter

 Despite preliminary numbers
surpassing the 25,000 popula-
tion, Batavia officials learned
last week the special summer
census concluded the city is 22
Eeople short of achieving

ome-rule status,

Representatives of the U.S.
Census Bureau discovered a
mistake made in the 2000
census when 375 inrnates of the
Kane County jail were incor-
rectly tallied in Batavia's
population.

“Despite this, the city will still
get about $108,000 in new rev-
enue from the state {anmually),”

Randy Recklaus told the city
council’s Government Services
Committee Tuesday.

the special census was not
wasted, Mayor Jeff Schielke
said,

“We will easily overcome the
cost in 2 years,” he said. “It was
a wise investment on the part of
the city council. 1 don't think
there’s anything to regret at all.”
Staff already has asked the
bureau for an estimation of a

Assistant City Administrator -

The city’s cost of $210,000 for

Batavia can’t
have home rule,
census finds

partial census, Officials are con-
fident that the numbers at the
Heritage Woods assisted-living.
facility and new housing at the
Cambridge and Kirkland Chase
developments would push the
24,978 population past the
25,000 threshold, which would
grant Batavia home-rule status.

Home-ruled cities are not
subject to the tax cap with
property tax increases, have
less restrictions in appointing -
high-ranking positions in the
fire and police departments,
can use the hotel/motel tax
revenue in the general fund
and can impose a quarter- to -
haif-cent increase in sales tax
revenues., _

Geneva will conduct a partial
special census of 1,600 house-
holds, which will cost $5,800,
Recklaus said, .

“Geneva doesn't ariticipate
home rule and are still doing it
because it's additional state '
revenue,” he said.

From the census, officials
learned Batavia's vacancy rate
on rental housing was higher

than in the past, which is

attributed to low-interest rates
that spur people to buy rather
than rent, Reckiaus said.
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Study seeks
alternatives
to Randall
power lines

By Jan Ramming "
_ SPECIAL TO THE BEACON NEWS

BATAVIA — The City Council unani-
mously approved an intergovernmen 1
agreement with St. Charles and Geneva'to
encotirage a new power study by ComEd,

The study might help determine a non-
residential, east-side route for 138KV high
power lines as an alternative to the lines
which had been suggested along Randall
Road. _ o

ComEd originally proposed running-16
miles of high-power lines along Randall from
South Elgin to North Aurora. The plan was

. strongly opposed by area residents who
were concerned with the safety and aesthet-
ics of the lines. -

The People United for Responsible Ener-
gy (PURE) group was formed, and mem-
bers have been involved in talks with

ComEd and representatives from the cities -

of North Aurora, Batavia, Geneva, St.
Charles and South Elgin. Tiiinois Lt. Gov. Pat
. Quinn has been involved, too. -
- &t Charles, Geneva and Batavia will each
pay ComEd one-third of the cost of the study,
estimated to be $50,000 to $100,000. - -
St. Charles has approved the study, ac-
_ cording to city administrator Larry Mahol-
1and. Geneva is expected to formally approve
it at its pext City Council meeting Jan. 20,
City Administrator Fhil Page said, adding
that the study might be completed by Febru-
ary. . :

1| 7-7-04 Beacon Neos

Batavia calls -
special meeting
on North Dam-:

By Jan Ramming . .
SPECIAL TO THE BEACON NEWS

' BATAVIA — The City Council has called

a special meeting Feb. 12 to further discuss

the future of the North Dam. : .

. The meeting will be at 7 p.m. in council

chambers at City Hall o
City Administrator Bill McGrath said

representatives from the Illinois Depart-

- ment of Natural Resources will be askedto

attend. : .
On Christmas Eve, the Batavia Park
Board reaffirmed its original vote in favor of
ahew halfheight dam to replace the 8/-year-
old North Dam. McGrath said he is certain

the IDNRis hoping for the council’s consen-

sus on one of the many options from the
state for removal or replacement of the dam.

Many City Council members said they

hoped to take a final vote on the matter. -

“We really need to have a discussion '

amongst the council,” Alderman Jim Volk,
4th Ward, said. “We've heard an inter-
minable aumber of public discussions
about the pros and cons on this already. It's
time for us to sit down and have a discus-
sion on these points.” X
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Voteon .
senior tax
likely for
fall ballot

W Survey results: Need

for aid is there, but how ,

should it be funded? - -
[=7-G -

By Steve Lord 2o0; LN
STAFF WRITER o )")-eu)s

GENEVA — As Kane County
officials consider a tax referendum
to pay for senior citizen services,
they are faced with a dichotomy.

A county survey shows a great
need for assistance programs for
seniors, but the same survey shows
that seniors themselves identify
high taxes as one of the major
problems in the county.

Still, officials who got their first
glimpse Tuesday at results of the
Kane County Senior Survey said
they will study putting a.025 percent
tax to pay for senior services on the
county hallot, . o

Officials said, however, that it
probably is too late for the March
primary ballot. They fargeted the
November ballot as probable.

“We need to think how it would
be worded, and what kind of money
We are talking about exactly,” Public
Health Chairman Gerry Jones, D-
Aurora, said. “In that paragraph, it
has to clearly state what the
question is.” -

Members of the Senior Servicés
Associates thought the referendum
question would be clear and simplé
enough to place on the March ballot.
Fred Naorris, president of the Senior

% Turn to SENIOR, A2
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. haunt Batavia,

" population as counted in last year’s spe-

. R rfwf’],g(,, Cf?ré‘,—;h,%

2000 report counted inrates at county jcul a,,

19,

.- pati ‘the Censug Burear
czly is 22 reszdents short of seek:ng HOMETUIE: 8 gmt G Eﬁ i wzgthat TR

pu]atmn ifcreade of 1,000, When'we
.an“increase*rof‘ 13 000 Lhousing -

units,” Recklang” sald,rn tmg

*; bulk of new housisig in Batavia is ¢6m

.‘poscd of large smgle-famﬂy homes.

ey ""“"gf!ihl.ﬂtl slw'

i CensuBTBureau incor- -',h

‘ByMARKFOSTER " In 2000;'th
| Kane Oounty Chrumcle . rectly credltedBatawas populauonwrth
A ’ - 375 Kane County Jall ihmates: & fediis o
. BATAVIA — An error by the us.’ City officials used the oﬂicml 23,86

figure froim 2000'as the base forpmject

Census Bureau in 2000 hascomeback to RN
. ing a populatitn'of: about 25,500t 2003. 4y

3—;@»’3& -m;m me by
wlgh the Qensus Bureau {I‘hey thought
it wis ﬁ'om vacancnes In rental inits™

RS ecause it drclnt

-—-v-‘ o snle !‘1
Y it ‘ﬂ)‘

N 1y ﬁ
The result is that the city's official The release of the preliminary, census. ugw ek, "the Cénsts. Bureat re- .

count of 25,153 last fall wis the first l.l‘ld.l-\
cial census is 24,978, 22 residents short
of the 25,000 benchmark necessary to
achieve home rule status under state
statute

“We thought the number w45 low,”
said Batavid ~Assistanit  City . Admi.n-

Batavia

Continued from page 1

program analyst at the Census
Bureau ' headguarters in
Washington, D.C., confirmed
-the mis
. “There? was a £roUp quar-
.ters population that was allo-
, cated to Batavia thatwas acta-
‘ally in the county,” Olson said.
However, Xane County
Sheriff Xen Ramsey said that
the jail actually is within
Geneva city limits, -
© Ramsey noted that until
1995, after he became sheriff,
the mailing address for the ]a11
was a Batavia post of:ﬁce hox
1 fumber. - i
. "The address at 777 E
Fabyan Parkway in-Geneva
was not recognized by the
post office until I asked thé
) postmaster to change it in
- 19957 Ramseysa.ld.
_ Ramsey said that the jail's
. population is génerally closer
to 500 inmates, but added that
the rated caparity of the over:
crowded  facllity is 398,
Populations of jails are to be
credited to the jurisdictions in
which they are located.
. Olson could not confirm

. counted twige or assigned
. orﬂytoBatawa e

The dty’ performed the

' speaa.l census Jast year to gain

official recognition of its in-

" creasing population. Municip-

tax, income tax, photo pro-
cessing tax revenues and other
tax inoney based on popula-
“tion. .

. city performed several special
counts.to increase revenues
* from the state.

catlon thiat ‘somiething rmight be e Wrong! 4 the Jaﬂ mj;g‘liis.m th

Tim Olson, supervisory.

" whether the jail iInmates were .

- alities receive state motor fuel

In the 19805 and 1990s, the .

ed {d Recklaus the error nfmclud;,ng

1é 2000 tount!
pemsoty program an-

ot m'lw,v;,,:}\,

{strator Randy Recklaus, who, worked : ; ,,See BATAVIA,p g 2 s N

The 2003 specia ¢ census,
performed by the Census

. Bureau, cost the city $210,000.

_Olson said the 24,978 fig-
ure has been certified a.ud for-
warded to the state, medhing
that Bataviawill receive anad- .
ditional $108,000 i in revenues .

. ayear

‘*The spema] censits Is
going to-pay for itself in-two
years,” Recklaus said. In the
next five years, the city will
collect an additional $500,000
it otherwise would not have
received. -

- However, the city also per-
formed the special census in”

-2003 to qualify for home rule

status, which grants munici-
palities additional rights and
powets under staté statute. -
" One of those powers is the
ability to levy an additicrial 0.5
percent municipal. sales tax.

, City officials estimate that if

enacted, the city could add

_ about $1 million a year to its

revenue stream. Howevef,
Recklaus.noted: that the city -
did not budget for such rev-
enues this year. - .

City officials believe that
with the.continued growth of

the community, performing a . -

partial special census in desig-
nated census tracts covering
about 500 homes will produce
enough additional population
to boest the populafion €ount
over the 25,000 standsrd.

"We are very certain we
have already passed 25,000,”

- Recldaus said.

Recklaus said the city will
seek cost estimates for a par-
tial special censiis.

If a pepulation of more
than 25,000 is .certified, it
would be up to a voté of the
city council ‘to determine
whether . the city ‘assumes

. homemlepowers
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COunty

- Meetings set

Opinions on
2030 Transportation Plan,
The county will conduct an

‘Tums in January and February
to introduce t?lrg draft plan ailrc}ir
solicit opinions.

evening public meet-

ing/open house wil] be from 4

10 7.p.m. Jan. 28 in the audito-
- rium of Building A'in the Kane
County Government Center,
719 S. Batavia Ave, Geneva,
Public forums wijj be in
each of the planning partner-
ship areas: ‘
‘ *10a.m.Jan. 30, Upper Fox
Area, Randall Qaks Golf Cluh,
" Dundee, - '

* 10 a.m. Feb, 3, Aurora A'rea,

Drovi

. Batavia, died Friday, fan. 2, 2004, friengs N 1948, Atter nine:

1-1-04 Ch -i‘Onr'CiQ_
L{/vants

on transportation plan

- Area, Batavia Public Library;

GENEVA — Members of
the public and government of-
ficials - are invited to provide
Kane County’s

open house and 7 serjeg of fo- -

«Thansportaﬁon Web  site

Files at (630) 406-7308,

: — Kane County Chronicle .

opinions

North Aurora Public Library,
North Aurora, ' o
¢ 10 am. Feb, g, Tr-Cities

Batavia. :
* 10 am. Feb. 1], Elgin Area,
Flgin Community College, BCC, .
Room 123. ,
* 10 am. Feb, 18,
Area, Campton
Community Center,
*.10a.m. Feb. 19, West Central
Area, Elbum Public Library, -

Elburn . _

* 10 am. Feb. 23, Northwest
Area, Huntley Village Hall,
Huntley, : L
. *1 pm. Feb. 25, Southwest
Area, Waubonsee Community
College, Bodie Hall, Room 150.

Information on the planning
Process can be found at the Kane .
County Division of
at

Campton
. Township

www.cokane.ilus/dot.

For information, call Heidi ‘



Coroner’s

office to get

new computer
(-1-04"

program c/on.cle

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — The Kane
County Coroner's office will
be a demonstration site for a
new computer program that
will be designed especially for
the office. . .

Coroner Chuck West said
Business Systems Engin-
eering of Chicago will design
for free a database that would
be used by the company to
market their product. '

“This would be tailor-
made for our purposes,”
West said. “The company
would market all over the
country.”

Speaking on Tuesday to

members of the Public Safety
Committee, West said a con-
tract could be signed with
the company within two
weeks.

The new database would
replace the office’s 12-
year-ald computer pro-
gram. ‘

When someone dies, 23
documents must be filled out

'by the coroner.

" That means the name of
the deceased and other per-
sonal information -must be
typed in 23 times.

The new program will
change that.

“Once you type in the in-
formation it will automati-
cally migrate to all the forms,”
West said. :

It also will provide statisti-
cal information the office
currently cannot provide.

The company tentatively
has agreed to provide six
notebook computers and 16
hours of training for employ-
ees.

The new computer pro-
gram is an outgrowth of a
subcommittee of the Public
. Safety Comrmittee that hasg
been studying the needs of
the coroner’s office.

Establishing an up-to-
date database was one of the
panel’s goals.

Finding more storage
space for bodies is another

priority.

rarasagy prmem T

i-7-04 ChroniCl€.

Transportation staft

to consider changes

along Randall Road

“Residents fear driving
on the road north of STC

By HEATH HIXSON
Kane County Chronicle

ST. CHARLES — Kane
County transportation staff
are set to meet Thursday to
consider changes to haz-
ardous conditions on a
stretch of Randall Road
north of the city.

As part of a normal staff
meeting, transportation staff
are expected to consider var-
ious options to clear up dan-’
gerous conditions on_ the
road between Red Haw Lane
and Silver Glen Road.

Residents along the
stretch say speeding mo-
torists and the lack of lane
separation and stoplights on
the road cause them to fear
traveling on the road.

Paul Rogowski, county
transportation director, said
his staff plans to craft vari-
ous solutions to help make
the road safer.

He said those options
would be presented Jan. 23
to the Kane County Board's
Transportation Committee.

“We believe- there is a
unique situation because of
that hill and that curve,” he
said. “We need to do a ot of
work and try to understand

- what types of (problems} are

happening. We are going to
try to look at any and all op-
tions to try and help find a
solution.”

The move by county offi-
cials comes in large part
after a campaign by former

$t. Charles school board
President Stephen Cole to
call attention to the road’s
unsafe conditions.

Cole presented his case
to the county board in early
December, telling board
members that residents near
the stretch “fear Randall
Road” and cited ‘the
November death of 17-year-
old Samantha joos along
the road as a reason for
changes. ' ‘

“Today the fear is Randall
Road is the ignominious
successor to Kirk (Road),” he
told the board.

Kirk Road was the scene
of numercus fatal vehicle
accidents more than 10
years ago before road im-
provements were added and
the speed limit was de-
creased.

Cole wants the county
board, which controls the
road, to place signage, re-
duce the speed limit, build a
steel road divider between
opposing lanes, place sig-
nals at Crane and Bulcom
roads and enforce the speed
limit. - .

Cole on Monday asked
the city council to approve & .
resolution supporting his ef-
forts and calling on the
county to take action.

The council is expected
to consider the resolution
Jan. 19.

Cole plans to ask the St.
Charles = school  board
Monday to do the same.
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Referendum on

seniors programs
faces bumpy road

m Board questions:
Some Kane officials
lukewarm about
raising seniors’ taxes

By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER

GENEVA — While the Kane
County Heaith Department will
continue studying a property tax
referendum to fund programs for
senior citizens, there were indica-
tions Wednesday such a referen-
dum would get a rough reception
from the County Board.

Some, members of the board, .

speaking at the Executive Comumit-
tee meeting, said a tax increase to
fund programs for seniors might be
just the opposite of what seniors
need. The board is looking at a
question on the November ballot
asking voters to approve a tax in-
crease of 2.5 cents for each §100 of
assessed value, an increase of less
than $20 a year on a $250,000
house.

“The seniors in my community
are looking for tax relief,” board
member John Noverini, R-Carpen-
tersville, said. “It seems there are
plenty of programs for senior citi-
zens. We have programs on top of
programs. It doesn’t make sense.”

Board member Deborah Allan,
R-Elgin, said a referendum might
be “buying more bureaucracy.”
Board member Don Wolfe, R-Elgin,
said the tax might be intended to go
to senior programs, but would end
. up feeding a list of other non-profit

agencies. :

Other board members suggest-
ed that program funding, and even
a referendum for funding, would be
better handled by individual town-
ships.

“] think seniors would rather just
have the money, and spend it them-
selves,” Board member Lee Bar-
rett, R-Dundee, said.

That is the choice people would
have at the ballot box, if the refer-

endum question were approved,

said board member Gerry Jones, D-
Aurora, chairman of the Public
Health Committee.

“If they vote ‘no’ on the referen-
dum, then that's what they're say-
ing,” he said. *It's not a sure thing,
just because it's on the ballot.”

“We're virtually saving, are you
willing to support more taxes for
thase programs?” board member
Barb Wojnicki, R-St. Charles, said.

‘The drive for the senior citizen
referendum was started by
providers of programs in the coun-
ty who face cuts in federal and state
funding. The 2.5 cents for each
$100 of assessed value for seniors
programs is specifically authorized
by state law for counties.

The county would collect the
money and cauld dole it out to se-
nior citizen services providers.

More need

Senior Services Associates Inc.,
an organization covering McHenry,
Kane and Kendall counties with 2
budget of about $2.5 million a year,
has been pushing for the referen-
dum because of threatened budget
cuts, Bette Scheenholtz, Senior Ser-
vices Associates director, said.

After the meeting, Schoenholtz
pointed out there are plans to cut
many of the services Noverini re-
ferred to. As much as 60 percent of
Senior Services' budget comes
from federal and state sources that

-could be cut as early as this year,

and many of those services not only
need a local agency to coordinate it,
but to match the funding.

“Most require at least a 15 per-
cent match,” Schoenholtz said.
“Out of our budget, we could lose
60 percent. That ledves a lot of
money to be raised, which is where
the referendum comes in.”

Schoenhoitz said the recent
Kane County Senior Survey, pre-
sented Tuesday to the Public
Health Committee and distributed
to other County Board members
Wednesday, showed many of the
gaps in senior care in the county.
She pointed out that, by looking at
the survey answers, she was able to
come up with more than 28,000 in-
dividual examples of an unmet
need.’

“Services are there, but the
needs assessment shows more
needs to be done,” she said. “Even
if we are able to maintain what we
have, we need to seek funding to
meet the unmet need.” .

The Health Department and the
state's attorney’s office will con-
tinue to study possible wording
for a referendum on the Novem-
ber ballot, ’
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-County board
lo-consider fees
Tuesday

expected

- County than elsewhere.

of the ‘county see as a program that
~.will discourage commercial develop-
ment and send precious sales tax rev.

. enue to other communities, g
. The proposed fee structure is sig-
nificantly higher in Central Kane

n impact fee

R-North Aurora, voted “no.": RS
“I'm concetned abaut the consis-"
tency between regions,” Mitchell said:
“If you look at. the disparity, that's --
something we need to address.” . - o
Although Douglas Weigand, R-

Batavia, voted to place the item on
g - Atwill put the Tri-Cities at a disad- Tuesday’s agenda, he said he likely wili
By TOM SCHLUETER vantage,” said Robert McConnaughay, - vote against it, :
Kane County Chronicle - R-Geneva. - . R

..ﬁncm_mm:_.umﬁoéﬁa:oﬁ szuon-
ingit,” Weigand said. o

The problem is the amount of the
. feeadeveloper would pay if the struc-
Executive . 0 i approved. In the Tri-Cities arez,
that fee would be several times more:
thana neighboring region.

The county would levy the fees to
offset the impact that development
*has on county highways. ”

Members of the .
Committee on Wednesday voted to
place the.impact fee program on
Tuesday’s county board agenda.,
McConnaughay and James Mitchell,

. GENEVA — Kane County Board,
members from the Tri-Cities area are
prepared for a floor fight Tuesday
when the board considers transporta-

. tionimpact fees, ‘ .
At the center of the argument is
what representatives from the middie

See FEES, page2 -
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| Fe_e'-' Mayo‘rs
-Willing to
go to court
Continced fiom Poge T+

] Cities area, one of eight plan-
ning areas created in the county
to separately raise and spend

the money.

For example, the builder of a
1,000-square-foot fast-food
- restaurant in the Aurora area | -

- would pay $

he same project in the Tri-
Cities area would be assessed

$6,119,

County leaders defend the
program, saying the Tri-Cities
have several highly tiaveled |,
county roads that need mainte-
hance and expansion that all
cost money. Plus, the higher

1,064 in road fees.

fees collected in the

area would

stay in the Tri-Cities. In areas | -

stizch as Aurora or Elgin,
the heavily traveled r

many of
oads are

“hotunder county jurisdiction, |. .
County Board transportation
‘committee Chairman Bill Wyatt,
an Aurora Republican, said the
8ystem works, but he under-
stands the concern,
. "I see their point,” he said.
“But differences in fees from

area to area
expected.”

The alternative to/this, he.
said, is collecting more taxes

from: residen
builders, :

The mayors say fair is fair and
they will fight, possibly in court,
to make it that way. St. Charles
Mayor Sue Klinkhamer said the
mayors have to protect their

cites’ interests,
“This will hart
-~ The mayors

lobby county board members to
revamp the formula and thus’
vote against the fee next week " -
If it's approved, the mayors
ere is room to chal-

believe
lenge the system.

“We haven’t reached that
point yet,” Schielke said. “I'm
hoping for diplomacy to win

out.”
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| Kane says no

| 1=E-04 Dawlty

“around the state — surfaced

' | Kane leaders gave it the silent

| roughly 2 percent of Illinois

.

to higher tax |
on the rich

BY PATRICK WALDRON : I
Daily Heruld.Staff Witer Her ald g

The last time Lt. Gov. Pat
Quinn's proposal for revisions
to the state iricome tax system
came up.in -conversation
around the Kané County
Board table, the issue was
ridiculed. .

On Wednesday, when the
proposal — which Quinn says
wotld help education funding

again for final consideration,

treatment. - .
In short, the notion of sup-
porting Quinn's call for a
special advisory referendum -
on the subject wasn't even con-
sidered. S

County Board Chairman
Mike McCoy said he told
Quinn's representatives to
expect that kind of reaction.

“I didn’t see it going any-
where,” McCoy said.

In county' boardrooms
across the state, Quinn is seek-
ing support for an advisory
referendum agking voters to
approve a plan to double the
state income tax for people
making more than $250,000
and then splitting that money
evenly between schools and
homeowners. . : C

The lieutenant governor's,
office is sending staff members
to all 102 Illinocis counties
asking local county boards to
vote to place the question on
the ballot.

If approved during the
March primary, Quinn's plan
calls for a vote in November to
amend the state constitution
and make the plan law.

- Quinn estimates the plan
would net the state an addi-
tional $1.2 biilion annually.

- The tax increase would.
involve -81,343, residents,

taxpayers. Of those affected,
66,637 — or 82 -percent — live
in Cook or the collar counties.

An aide to Quinn told McCoy
that 16 counties have approved
putting the question on the
ballot.

Quinn was not available for
comment on the referendum
d;iveWednes{\l‘ay:




County board cool
toward senior tax

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — Supporters of
.a referendum to expand serv-
ices for semior citizens might
find a hard sell on the Kane

County Board.
. A recent survey of the
»county's  senior - residents

demonstrated aneed for more
senior services, officials said. A
possible tax increase would
help fund those services.

A proposed senior citizens
referendum would ask voters
to approve a 2.5-cent tax levy,

~which would generate. $2.4

million and cost the owner ofa

$250,000 home about $20 a

year.

Members of the Executive
Committee on Wednesday
considered the survey com-
missioned by the Health
Department of residents age
60 and older to learn their
needs, and the proposed refer-
endum. -

To many county board
members, the biggest need for.
seniors is lower taxes.

“Some (seniors) have told
me ‘why don't you just cut my

taxes?” said Lee Barrett, R-
East Dunidee.

~ James Mitchell, R-North
Aurora, said townships pro-
vide services for senior citi-
zens and a county tax would
have the effect of taxing resi-
‘dents twice for the same
- service.

“Perhaps t.hat should be a
township function. [ can't sup-
port a referendum like that,”
Mitchell said.

Bette Schoenholtz, execu-
tive director of Senior Services

Associates, said the health de-

partments survey demon-
strates the need for services,
especially after state and fed-
eral spending cuts for social
Programs.

“It was kind of dxscou:ag-
-ing to listen what was being

sald " Schoenholtz said.
The cuts in state and fed-

eral spending have forced the -

closure of some of the very
programs to which the board
members were referring, she
said. - '
Adult day-care programs
and home mea] dehvery have

Senior

employee
this .vear,
leaving the

three full-
time work-
ers.

Mitchell-

“There are programs out .

there, but some of them don’t

have the capacity,” she said.

Worse, those that do exist may
face the same fate as the ones
that have closed, she added:
The top five concerns
listed in the survey were af-

.fordable prescription drugs,
affordable health care, afford-

able housing, transportation
and home health care. ‘

Board ' member Doenald
Wolfe, R-Elgin, said the tax is
meant to help the nonprofit
agencies as much as the sen-
iors themselves.

“Let’s be very careful v

Wolfe said.

John Noverml, R-

Carpentersville, said the best .

thing to do for senior citizens
is cut their taxes.

“We "have federal pro-
grams, we have state pro-
grams, we have township pro-
grams. We have programs on
top of programs. If we want to

~do something we could ex-

empt seniors earning less than
$30,000 from paying taxes,”
Noverini said. _
The earliest a question
could appear on the ballot is

. the Nov. 2 election.

It would not appear on the
March 16 baliot, |

closed, and |

Serviceshad |
to lay off an .

agency with |

| e
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Coroner candidate vows

to drop business if elected

By ADAM KOVAC
Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — A candidate for
Kane County coroner said he
will forfeit operation of his cre-
matory business, if he .is
elected to avoid the appear-

-ance of impropriety.

. Stan Hickrod's. comments

‘on Wedne_sday blunted an at- .-

tack by incumbent Coroner.
Charles West that chkrod
would use his Twin Pines cre-
matorium in East Dundee to
line his pockets while in office.
The coroner issues crema-
tion permits to the two crema-
toriums in Kane County, which
includes Twin Pines, and gives
advice on obtaining funeral -
_services when somecne dies. .
" “It would be very easy to
" channel things to his facility,”
West said. “In 26 years of coro-
ners, no one has ever beenina
) position to profit.” .
But Hickrod first must de-
feat West and Bob Tiballi of
March 16
Republican primary, a race

" thatappears focused on West's

administration and Hickrod's )

potential to profit from hold-

.ing the post.

Hickrod denied using an
election victory to benefit his
business, noting that the de-
mands of the post would re-
quire his full-time attention.
He said West is trying to deflect
criticism from himself. :

- “There's no way for me to
proﬁt by this whatsoever,"
Hickrod said.-“Most likely, it

would be sold because I can't -

work both jobs.”

Questions about Hickrod's
crematorium are the latestina
series of campaign barrages
fired in three months as West
and the former Streamwood
police officer target each other

‘in the three-way primary.

On Dec. 30, West uged
county stationery to mail
Hickrod a freedem of informa-
tion request asking for a copy of
his funeral director’s license, a
list of cremations his business
performed in the last three
years and other information.

West's inquiry was in re-
sponse to three ' similar re-

quests from Hickrod for
records about the' coroner's

" budget, use of county-owned

vehicles and the qualifications
of West's deputies.

Mlincis law does not re-
quire Hickrod to respond to
the coroner’s request because
he is a private ¢itizen, Hickrod
also accused West of violating
state election laws by using
county funds and resources

“for political purposes.

- "He can't do that,” he said.
-However, West said he only

. asked for information his of- -

fice needs to have on file, buit
acknowledged that his request
was based iri part on Hickrod’s
campaign probing,

“He feels his questions are
vital to his campaign, so I gave
him an opportunity to re-
spond to the same kind of
questions,” West smd “Tt's all
about the campaign.”

Tiballi has managed to
avoid the contention. The GOP
winner is expected to. face -
Democrat Robert Moore of
Aurora in the November gen-
eral eléction,
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Business briefs

Job club series

-The Kane County Department of
Employment and Education (KCDEE)
holds a weekly job club series providing
assistance with finding a job in the cur-
rent economy. Classes are held at various
Ulinois Employment and Training
Centers (IETC). o

What ties people in a job club together
is the need for mutual support and
encouragement. Guest speakers provide
information - and spark conversation
among attendees about issues pertinent
to those who are “between careers.”
People who have been involved with a

Job club report that their job-seeking .

efforts are strengthened by belonging to a

group and that their job searches are

shorter. _
Upcoming job club sessions are held

- from 1 to 2:30 p.m. Fridays at the Elgin

IETC, 30 DuPage Ct, Elgin:

* Jan. 9: Reasons people don’t get jobs
-how not to get hired ~ -

* Jan. 16: Guest speaker from Kane
County Health Department

* Jan. 23: Positive thinking and success
- greet the New Year with a new attitude

* Jan. 30- Challenges facing the experi-
enced worker

For more information, call Jean Dﬁchaj '

at the Elgin [ETC, (847)-888-7900, Ext. 247,
Reservations are not required, but come
eatly because seats fill up quickly. There
is no charge for the sessions. :

The Kane County Department of

* Employment and Education is .a proud

member of the America’s Workforce
Network.

.for the new year '
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‘Just for gas’

By MARK FOSTER
Kane County Chrom'lcle

BATAVIA — Most gasolifie
statons today function as
convenience . stores, with
everything from newspapers
to snacks to hot coffee breiv-
inginside. -

But when motorists drive
into the Sam’s Club fueling sta-
tion on Fabyan Parkway, théy
should expect one commodity,

“It's just for gas,” sald Kofi
Addo, a project designer with
an engineering firrm working
for Sar’s Club, B

The Sarm's Club station wilt
be part of the 30-acre com-
mercial development at the
southwest comer of Randail
Road and Fabyan Parkway to

Eeog -

.be anchored by a 150,600-

square-foot Wal-Mart store.
Sam'’s Club is a branch-of

. the Wal-Mart empire, witha
. Sarn's Club store on Randill

Road already doing a brisk
business just south of the
planned development, . -
The Randall-Fabyan de-
velopment also will inclutle
two banks, two restaurasgts
and numerbus retail shops.
The property already has
been annexed into the city
and the project approved. -
The plan commission en
Wednesday was reviewing de-
sign plang for the fueling sta-
tion. "

Sants Cub "%
fueling station
inBatavia

day.

~ “Youneed to tryto make it
more attractive,” plan com-
mission member Nanty
Bertoglio told Addo. Bertoglio -
and other planners said the
station nieeds more architec-
tural detail and landscaping
than was presented Wednes-

They also'said the cano
over the six fueling islandps]f
each with two pumps, needs
to be better integrated with
the station building, i
The' building, - described
by Addo as a kiosk, is just 224

" square feet, and would have

space only for a single atten-
dant and restrooms. o
_ Addo said at rmost Sar’s
Club fueling stations there,is

-ho attendant atali, but this one

is far enough across the park-
ing lot from the Wal-Mart that

“anattendant will be provided.

. While the attendant will
be able to take payment for
gasoline purchases, Addo said
Sam's Club is designing the fa-
cility to 'encourage use of
credit cards at the pumps.

The'station will be at 855
W. Fabyan Parkway, east of the -
signalized intersection on

Fabyan that will be the pyi-

mary access to the commer-
cial development. The Wal-
Mart will be at the west endof
the property. . ' :

" Addo and city staff planner
Kai Tarum said they will work
together to refine the design
before bringing it back to the -

- commission for further review,

Tarum said planning the .
development has been a chal-
lenge because of the steép
slope to the property, and the
Frading that must be per--
ormed. . -
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Deal

BY PATRICK WALDRON -
Daily Herald Staff Writer

" County leaders say an envi-
ronmental permit expected any
day now is the only remaining
hurdle to ¢lear before finalizing
a deal to develop the long-dis-
puted Prairie Lakes subdivision
in Campton Township. :
. “Ithink it's a done deal,” said
county board Chairman Mike
McCoy, an Aurora Republican.
The permit from the Ilinois

Envirommental . Protection. . :
outlines plans for 150 single--
famiily homes on the 225-acre
_site riear Burlington and Boleurn

' Agency authorizing use of sani-

tary spray fields as part of the

Campton Township develop-
ment was due this week but
hadn’t come down as of Wednes-

day. 54ll, county leaders expect

'| the permit to be issued in time

TEa il
|Deal expected
‘battle over subdivision

" might sell for more than

. the full county board on Tuesday

wherl the plan is expected to win
fuil board support. N
- That voté stands to end years

of legal battles between the .

county and the project’s devel-

" oper.

“Tuesday’s meeting is a major
key to the settlernent and we are
optimistic that this will be
approved,” said Rick Fox, a
spokesman for Oak Brook-based
Inland Real Estate Development
The Prairie Lakes compramise

roads. Acre-plus lots would
buffer the property from sur-
rounding areas and half-acre
lots would make up the interior.

Heradd

$800,000. -

1It's a departure from versions
presented by Iiland in the early
1990s that called for 280 homes
on the same site.

County board members
rejected those plans and several
revisions prompting a series of
lawsuits, including one that
remains in court unresolved, -

County officials reached what
they refer to as'a settlement with
Inland in December that will
clear the way for home con-
struction and put an end to the
remaining lawsuit that stands
ready for tial. - '

Inland officials say once the ‘_

board approves the plan and
puts it on the path toward con-

struction, that lawsuit will be -

i
i

i
|
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for the project to be put before The homes with larger lots- dropped.
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County b

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicie

'GENEVA — Supporters of

ices for senior citizens might
find a hard sell on the Kane
County Board,
A recent survey of the
county’s  ‘senior - residents
demonstrated a need for more
* senior services, officials said, A
possible tax ‘increase would
help fund those services.
A proposed senior citizens
referendumn would ask voters
to approve a 2.5-cent tax levy;

million and cost the owner of a
$250,000 home about $20 a
. year.

Committee - on Wednesday
considered the survey com-
missioned by the Health
Department of residents age

. 80'and older to learn thejr -

needs, and the proposed refer-
‘endum. .
- To many county board

members, the biggest need for.

seniors is lower taxes.
-“Some (seniors) have told

me ‘why don't you just cut my-
" taxes?”" said-Lee Barrett, R-

EastDundee. . ’

James Mitchell, R-North
Aurora, said townships pro-
“vide services for senior citi-

zens and a county tax would -

- | . have the effect of taxing resi-
| dents twice for the same
' service. : _ S

“Perhaps that should be a
township function. I can't sup-
port a referendum like that,”
Mitchel said, .

Bette Schoenholtz, execu-
tve director of Senior Services

Associates; said the health de-

partments survey demon-
strates the need for services,
especially after state and fed-
eral spending cuts for social
programs, '

“It was kind of discourag-

I ing to listen what was being

4 referendum to expand serv--

- which would geneiate. $2.4 ,

Members of the Executive

cool
toward senior tax

oard

said,;' Schoenholtz said. - ‘
The cuts in state and fed-

eral spending have forced the

closure of some of the ve

Programs to which the board
members were referring, she
said. - '

Adult day-care programs’

delivery have
¥ closed, and
"Senior

and home meal

year,
leaving the

" three
time work-
ers

- Mitchell

“There are programs out .

there, but some of them dof't
have the capacity,” she said.
Worse, those that do exist may

face the same fate as the ones

that have closed, she added;
The top five concemns

listed in the survey were af-

-fordable prescription drugs,

affordable health care, afford- B
able housing, transportation -

" and home health care, .
Board ' member Donald
Wolfe, R-Elgin, said the tax is

agencies as much

as the sen-
“iors themselves, :

“Lets be very careful,” .

Wolfe said.

John Noverini,
thing to do for senior citizens
is cut their taxes,

“We ‘have federal pro-

grams, we have state pro-
grams, we have township pro-

grams. We have programs on

top of programs. If we want to
do something we could ex-
€mpt seniors earning less than
$30,000 from paying taxes,”
Noverinisaid. . _
The -earliest a question
.could appear on the ballot js
" the Nov. 2 election. ‘
It would not appear on the
March 16 ballot. -

Serviceshad |
to lay off an .

agency with
full.

mearnt to help the nonprofit:

. R- .
Catpentersville, said the best .
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By William Presecky / .
Tribune staff auo:/wﬁ . N\
& ~
For the third time in 16 years, ~
the FBI National Academy As-
sociates in Virginia is being
headed by an Illinois lawmann.
Kane County Sheriff Kenneth
Ramsey assumed leadership of
‘the association of senior law-en-
forcement professionals last
week. He will
serve as presi-
dent of the
17,000-member -
training, educa-
tion.and lobby-

IR 15 group’
SR tirough Dec. 31
The group's.

| membership is

‘composed  of
) alumni of the
FBI National Academy, which is
on the Marine Corps base at
Quantico. The group was found-
ed by the first graduating class

Ramsey

ated in 1935 by the late FBI Di-
rector J. Edgar Hoover to in-
crease the professionalism of
police officers.

Ramsey, 55, joins retired Chi-
cago Deputy Chief Julien Gallet

of the academy, which was cre--

‘| Kane sheriff to head FBI-police group

and retired Ilinois State Police
Deputy Supt. William O’Sulli-
van as the other Nllinois law-en-

forcement officials to head the

global organization.

Gallet was president in 1988
and O'Sullivan in 1996, said Ex-
ecutivesDirector Tom Colobell,.
who called the organization’s -
lincis chapter “probably the
most active in the country.”

“N)inoisis unique,” said Ram-
sey, a1989 graduate of the.acade-
mj. “We have anorthern Iliinois

chapter, a southern Ilinois
chapter and a state chapter over-
both. But the northern Ilinois
chapter is one of the. largest in.
the world with more than 700
members.”

Colobell said the organization
has members in'every state-and
134 couniries. Since its found-
ing, the academy has had more
than 36,000 graduates, he said.

Ramsey, a Batavia resident
and former city alderman, is a
Vietnam veteran whose Army
career spanned 33 years. He has
led the Kane County Police
Chiefs Association and the IIli-
‘nois Sheriffs Association.

Since becoming sheriff; the
ocutspoken Ramsey has clashed

with some Kane County Board
members and others over his
management practices.
Ramsey expects that his trav-
els outside the county will be
scrutinized by the-board.
“There will be some deinands
on my time this year and some
travel outside the county” he

said, “but my staff is more than |.
. capable of handling things

when 'm not around.” :

Ramsey said his absences will
be pffset by benefits gained from
being “in the absolute inner cir-
cles of decisions that are being
made that will affect law en-
forcement worldwide.”

“['ll be right in the forefront of
that,” he said, “so Kane County

e

will wmnmmr:
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By GALA M. PIERCE
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Half of the Batavia City Coun-
cil will hear arguments during
‘upcoming public hearings on
why the community’s waste
hauler should be allowed to
open a waste transfer station.

Batavia Mayor Jeff Schielke
recommended members of the
city services committee to
serve on the pollution control
facility committee at Monday’s
city council meeting.

“City services has been the
one to oversee this since its
conception,” Schielke said.

Members of that committee
include Jodie Wollnik, Charles
Beckman, Cathy Barnard, Jim
Volk, Eldon Frydendall, Mary
McCarter and Nancy Vance,
who serve the 1st through.7th
wards, respectively. , :
The panel should convene
later this month to set dates for
a series of public hearings,
probably in April, on the appli-
cation’s merits.

The seven aldermen will
make findings and recommen-
dations, but the full ¢ity council
will have to give final approval.
This week, the city council’s
government services committee
also approved the hearing offi-
cer. Attorney Glenn Sechen of
the law firm of Schain, Burney,
Ross & Citron, of Chicago, will
serve with his rate capped at
$225 an hour,

Onyx Waste Services Midwest
Inc,, based in Milwaukee, paid
$200,000 up front to cover the
fees, officials said.

Sechen should be officially
approved at an upcoming city
council meeting.

The company filed an appli-
cation to approve a siting per-
mit for a station at 766 Hunter

Drive, the southeast corner of

“There is a lot of
opportunity for the
comrnunity to see
this document.”

Bill McGrath, city administrator, on
Omnyx Waste Services Midwest Inc.’s
permit application for
a waste transfer station

Hunter Drive and Hubbard
Avenue, Dec. 19,

The public is invited to review
Onyx’s hefty application, avail-
able ar city hall, 100 N, Island
Ave,- :

“There is a lot of opportunity
for the community to see this
document,” Batavia City
Administrator Bill McGrath said.

An agreement between
Batavia and Onyx limits waste
to an average 1,000 tons a day
on the 5 acres in the city’s
industrial park.

~City officials considered
building the city’s own trangfer
station after Kane County
revised its solid waste plan in
1997 and banned more landfills
in the area. Settler's Hill is set to
close by 2006.

Transfer stations temporarily
store and consolidate the
garbage before it is transported
to landfills farther away.

Members of the panel can
discuss the process with resi-
dents, but not the merits of the
application. All discussion of
the transfer station’s merits
should wait until the public
hearings, .

“When they did this in West
Chicago, there was a lot of
pecple who were upset
because they couldn't talk to
members of the city council,”
Alderman Alan Wolff said,
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burn Seeks b boundary agreeme;

Thmkmg ‘inside the box’.

Village has

no formal

agreement
with neighbors

By DAN CHANZIT
Kane County Chronicle

ELBURN — Village officials
hope to work on formal
boundary agreements with
their neighbors this year to aid
land-use planning. -

The concept might seem

premature, especially because I

most rural towns west of
Randall Road esgentially are

. surrounded by farmland.

In fact, most of rural west-

erty Kane County is listed as

agricultural by county land-
use maps. But with farmland
falling to ~suburban sprawl,
Elburn wants to make sure
everyone is on the same page.

“Make no mistake, the area
between us is completely and
wholly in the county’s agricul-
ture preservation zone,” Village
Presldent Jarnes Willey said.
"But we think it is time.”

Elbumm has no formal
agreements with its neighbors,
some of which might see ex-.
plosive growth. according to
2030 population projections by
the Northemn Illinpis Planning
Commission.

NIPC estimates that Sugar ’

Grove will grow to 63,869 by
2030 from 3,909 residents in
2000, Elburn {s expected ta jump
to 21,126 residents by 2030 rom

2,756 resiclents in 2000.

Thereason for the disparity
between the projected popula-
tions is a difference in growth
philosophies.

Sugar Grove wants to ex-
pand, Elburn wants to build
“inside the box,” which refers to
the sretches of creeks and wet-
lands that surround the village.

Welch Creek forms the
southern and western part of
that box. Blackberry Creek is to
the east and south, The Virgil
Drainage Ditch is to the north.

Elburn officials hope that

gther municipalities will
adopt similar growth philoso-
phies and tend their own
yards before getting too close
to their neighbors.

Sam Santell, the county’s
development director, ap-
plauded Elburn’s interest in
boundary agreements.

“Agreements allow themn to
know where their future
growth is going to be,” Santell
said, "If you have an idea of
how far you'll grow, you'll be
able to plan for the future.”

Two . dozen agreements,

exist arpund the county be-’

tween various municipalities.
A pact between St. Charles and
Geneva has been around for 20
years, he said.

Aurora has an agreement
with Sugar Grove and Mont-
gomery, which Santell said
helps Aurora concentrate on
improving established neigh-
borhoods and revitalizing its
downtown.

A Gilberts-Carpentersville
pact also includes land-use

plans. .
“It’s ot only a boundary
agreement, but they are

locked inté land uses, tog,”

Santell said. “It make.s itsoa
developer can't play the cities
off of each other.

Far away neighbors

Elburn’s situation is some-
what- different. Most of its
neighbors are more tha.n five
miles away.

The nearest potential

-neighbor is La Fox, an unincor-

porated settlement to the east.
A group of residents has devel-
oped a land-use map and
seeks to incorporate. Harley
Road is the proposed westetn
border, which is about a mile

Rabert Bareroft — Chramciepmto stzff
Motorists pass through the intersection of Route 47 and Main Stfeet near Elburn and Sugar Grove in rural Kane
County. Elburn wants to establish boundary agreements with §|;rround|ng communities.

east of Elburn,

“I've seen a La Fox concept
plan, so there Is one out there,”
Willey said.

Lily Lake is about five railes
north on Route 47. Virgil is a
few miles west of Lily Lake on
Route 64, Elburn does not have
agreements with either.

In the last year, Sugar
Grove officials have asked to
work on a boundary agree-
ment. The growing village is
about 10 miles south of
Elburn on Route 47.

See ELBURN, page 6
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Source: Northern lliinois Planning Commission

‘velopment isn't there, it's dif-
ficult to make boundary
agreements a priority,” he

tburn

ntinued from page 1

said. “We.
Interstate 88 is about think its a
\fway betwéen the villages, good idea to
1d Willey has suggested that starlslnow. |
boundary be somewhere Park i aag : i
sar the highway. ﬁ?;z 15 mﬁgs
“Somewhere north of 1-88 west of El-
realistic,” said Brent Eichel- burn and
erger, Sugar Grove's village H " e village
Aministrator. o ' & sovernments
“We've had some informal Willey have agreed
iscussions. The intersection to stay on
f 1-88 and Route 47 IS @ heir sides of Meredith Road.
rime opportunity for some . “There is no formal posi-
nixed use development, 0 tion,” Willey said.  "But,

ve want to get up to the inter-
‘hange.” )

Sugar Grove has boundary
\greements  with Aurora,
Jorth" Aurora, Yorkville and
viontgomery, The village is
seeking agreements with
Elburn, Big Rock, Plano and
Batavia, Eichelberger said.

“When the pressure of de-

‘ Meredith is on the eastern

boundary of their compre-
hensive plan.” )

still, Willey suggests that
the village seek .a formal
boundary agreement.

' _‘_‘Sometimes,it’s good to
say something like, ‘You stay
west of Meredith and we'll
stay to the east, ” he said.
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‘ David Andersbn, Elburs Annle Collins, Batavia

Becky Hoffrage, St. Charles

For his generosity, Fother drive  and Susan Sherwoed, Wayne
humanitatianism and volunteer and enthy- For their heroic four-day. faurnight
efforts on behalf of Defnor- siasminre  searchfo retum a Smontiold -
Community Hospital, Kaneland invigorating  “rmaway” puppy 1o its ownters
Schoofs, Efburn Lions Club and K the Batavia :
the commumtyaHarge : “Jayceesand  Dr. Stephen Holtsford, St.
. spearheading - Charles
John Arthur Andersorl St variety of For his tireless work as medical -
‘Charles . community director of Southern Fox Vatey
for securing expanded physical B projects Emergency Medical Services as
facilities and programming A. Collins . including well as on behalf-of Trility Health
opportunities to meet the Jaycees Fartnership, Sierra Club, Amnesty
needs of local residents served  Haunted House and Batavia's International and Campton
by the TriCities Corps of the: Fourth of July Fireworks Township Open Space Committee
Salvation Army '

Steve Collins, Deputy, Kane Hal Honeyman, St. Charles

Jodie Averaing, Batavia Fire

County Sheriff's Office For founding Craative Mobikty and
Department For quick thinking and heroic Project Mobilty to provide adapted-
Kurt Baum, Batavia Fire * actions to extinguish car fire cycing equipment and opportlmes
Department resulting from a roflover accident  for disabled individuals

For going above and beyond the  that trapped two passengers

cali of duly in al aspects of their  who subsequently survived John L. Hoschett, $t, Charles
work as firefighters for Batavia For his
Kevin Conrad, St. Charles. visionary
Bruno Bartozek, Aurora Far : leadership in
" For his volunteer work in adult  mentoring ) forwarding
fiteracy, ds a translator, and for local youth by the mission
his community service with the  giving up his of the Forest .
Boy Scouts of America and vacations to Preserve -
numerous other social service ' run summer District of
organizations basketball Kane County,
w Boch, physici camps and including
- Warran Beeh, physician, serving on acquiring, :
Geneva - the board of G 3.7 preserving Hoscheit
For sacrificing a week of summer directors far Conrad and developing open lands
vacation ta conduct a special St. Charles

medical mission to Bofvia Jerome Juhnson and the
Johnson Family, La Fox

For dedicating therr lives and
persenal resources (financial and
otherwise) to preserving open
space, as wel as the history of
farming in Kane County

Gloria Klimek, St. Charies
For her service on the St Charles
Park Board and leadership role in

Ba;ketba“ Orpanizations

Fred Domback, Elbym

Far bemg a "service-oriented”
individual who volunteers for the
Red Cross and Delnor-Commumity
Hospital, assists disaster victimis
across the counbry and is known
for always “being there™ o help
neighbors in need back home

- Judy Birkner, Genava
For her tireless vohmteer, -
lobbying and educational efforts
on behalf of improving the
! quality of life for develop-
mentally disabled and
handicapped individuals

Evan Carr, Batavia, second-

* grader ‘Shayne Dwyer, $t. Charles, securing new natural areas,
For sacrificing his birthday gitts  fourth-grader expanding district programming
lo raise money to purchase a For s “gift of love”™ to sick children  and restoring native plants at
sun aven for a needy famlly in through participation inthe Locks  park district properties
rural Haiti of Love pmgram to provide hwman :
hair wigs for children wholose thelr - Scott Larsan, Kane County -

2004 Red Cross Hometown Heroes nominees

For a lifetime
of volur -
teerism and
phianthropy
o beneft
coumiess
local causes/
charities

Northwestem
Hasplta! Chicago Baseball Cancer
Charities, Special Olympics,
Norris Cultural Arts Center, Ronald
McDonakd Huuse and others

Cynthia Morales-\lasquaz §t.

Charles, high schoal freshman

For matnty, strength and teadership
A providng moming announcements
in Spanish to assist English as a
Second Language studants

Bruce Parks, St. Charles
For risking personal injury to
provide aid to the victims of a
rollover accident involving a

. iminivan accident at Route 31

and linois Street i St. Charles

Harry Patterson, North Aurora
For his
leadership

. role and
countless
hours of
service,
counsel and

physical
labor as
chairman of
Patterson The North
Aurora
Beautification Committee

Sgt. Pat Perez, Kane County

thousands of dolars in stoen goods

Tim B
Schmitz,
Batavia

for his
dedication
and
profession.
alismasa
firefighter,
firefighter
trainer and
llinois state

_representative

Chief Alan Schulio, 5t. Charles
Fire
Department
For helping the
city enter a
new arepa of
fire service
dedicated to
exceeding
customer
expectations,
o ‘
operations and

Schullo

providing cutting-edge €quipment,
programeming and services

Susan Sherwood, Wayne.and
Becky Hoffrage, St. Charles
For their haroic four-day, fournight
search to return a fivemonthold
“runaway” puppy to its owners

Wayne R. Stevens, Batavia
For providing exemplary

" Emergency Medical Services to his

commimity for mare than 30 years
and thereby saving mmerous lives
either directly or indirettly

Kate Sunleaf, St. Charles, high
schoof junior -

For her dedication, fundaising
effarts and senice on the board of
directors to benefit Lazarus House

Spe, Stephen D, Tewel), St. Charles
For his commitment to protecting
Ametrican interests and recently

John Carr, Batavia hait due to iingss - State’s Attorney’s Office Sheriff's serving eight months in lrag as a
For his hard work, leadership . . For his dedication and Office member of the U.S. Army

and dedication helping fellow Annie Fink, St. Charles professionalism in protecting the  For his

veterans and spearheading For her selfless volunteer work  victims of elder and disabled distinguished Trish Uttich, regssrered nurse,
construction of the Veterans on behalf of Lazarus House and  abuse in the Fox Valley service as a Geneva

Memorial in his role as 5t. Mark's Lutheran Church law enforce- - For her expert, professional and
superintendent of Veterans Pang-Hsung Lu, physician, St.  ment pro- compassionate care of Aizheimer
Assistance Commission of Staff Sgt. Jacob L. Frazier Charles fessional and patients and their families

Kane County Inc. and his For providing excellent senviceto  mentor to

. parents, St. those in need of pain management, local youth P Charles “Chic" Williams

Soon Ja Chei, physician, Charles often without charging themwhen  through Perez For his dedication and vokmteer
Warrenville - For estab- the need arises Aurora Super etforts on behatl of Geneva's

For being the driving force lishing a Stars Football League, which he  Community intervention Program
behind Messengers of Mercy memorial to Karen L. Maluney. physician,  founded and still runs and by, and Kane County Drug Rehab
and bringing hope, healing and  benefit St. Charles » sefving as & volunteer coach for  iitation Court, as well as many
faith to people in Egypt, Glenwood For humanitarionwork in the Ukiaine,  the Kaneland School District other youthuriented programs atvd
Nicaragua, Guatemala, North Schoal | as wel as her ivolvement in “A Light organza'hms
‘Korea, Brazil, India and West students in 3 - tothe Nation,” ahost program for St, Charles Drill Team. St Charles

Samoa memory of J. Frazier Ueareomphans inthe Unted States,  East and North High Schools Phil Zavitz,

Jacob, who U - and "Docs on the Block,” a moble For a decade of raising funds St. Charles

Thomas G. Collinet, physnclan. was killed in action in Afghanistan  mecical unt for the homeless {533,500 this year) to benefit For his fifelong

Elburn the American Cancer Society’s™  dedication and

For providing medxcal care to Joa Frega, Lieutenant, Geneva  Kevin McKiness, St. Charles annual Relay for Life accom

1,000 Nicaraguan natives Pofice Department For rescuing a dying kitten and * plishments

during a four-day mission In For 25 years of service as alocal  nursing it back to heath using . Jeremy Schilepsiek, St. Charles rescuing -

February 2003 with ather law enforcement professional, his own money, time and effort  For identifying and helping police animals both

professionals and members of  FBI trainer and scouting/service oo pursue a suspicious vehicle, here and

the Assembly of God Church club/community volunteer Bob Miller, St. Charles apprehend criminas and recover abroad

wm . - _ D e Lew e [EETE, P Clacar 4n Lo " - oaeifa A el T elmgpieh
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'A caII for h

Randy Pomaro — Chronicle photo staff

Su|c|de Preventlon Services volunteers work with callers who are depressed and 5u1C|daI Senior citizens
often call and have problems because they are lonely.

Seniors in need of more serwces

Who to call .
» TriCity Famlly Services,
Geneva .
(630) 232-1070
» Fox Valley Hospice, Geneva
{630} 2322233
» Ecker Center for Mental
‘Health, Elgin -
(847 695-0484
» Association for Individual
Development Crisis Line of Fox
Valley, Aurora
(630) 482-9393 S
« Senior Services Associates
(847) 7410404 :
» Suicide Prevention Services
Depression Hot Line ’
24-hours, 365 days a year
(630) 4829696

Survey: 5. pércentiof

" county’s elderly have

attempted suicide

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle .

GENEVA - More mental health

- services are needed.to help senior cit-
. izens cope with feelings of isolation

and loss that come with growing older,
experis say.

A survey of senior citizens com-
missioned by the Kane County Health
Departmentrevealed that 8 percent of
those questioned had contemplated

SmCldE and 5 percent actually at-
tempted suicide, numbers that indi-
cate a gap in services.

“Dwindling funding for menta]
health has affected that area,” said

‘Uche Onwuto, chief epidemiologist

with the health department. “They
have alot of need in that area.

Senior citizens can face a number
of concerns, such as theloss of friends
and loved ones, a feeling of isolation
and dwindling physical health. Worse,
our society does not value the elderly
as other cultures do, said Stephanie
Weber, executive director of Suicide
Prevention Services.

“It's a segment of society that we
ignore,” Weber said.

See SENIORS, page 2
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Vice President Doug Fotton (from left), of Aurora;
Elgin, leaders of the Kane County Young Republicans organization,
50 members and hopes to expand to 200 in the coming year.

‘They'’re young, they’re involved

ERIC MAXEN / STAI-‘FPHO‘IUGRAM-IER
President Hurt Kojzarek, of Elgin, and technofogy administrator Brandon Yaniz, of
chat In Yaniz's downtown Elgin business office. The group has about

— and they know their politics

By Daniel Duggan
STAFF WRITER

A handful of young Kane County political
hutfs are trying to make the political world safe
for the under40 crowd, .

With the war in lraq eveking strong emotions
on both-sides, an upcoming presidential election
and some important local races, both
Republicans and Democrats in the area are
locking at programs geared toward young
people. : ’

Two months age, the Kane County chapter of
the Young Republicans announced it is now
functioning again after two years of inactivity. In
addition, an Aurora man has been considering
starting a chapter of the Young Democrats.

. Chapter president of the Young Republicans,
Kurt Kojzarek, 24, of Elgin, said it's timc to have
a local program for young people.

“The party is getting older; the membcrs are
getting older; it’s ime we have something for
younger pecple,” he said.

According to Kojzarek, too many young
people feel disenfranchised by the politicat
system. But, he said, the Republican Party can
reach out to them and give them a voice if they
participate. ‘

Foliowing his graduation ffom coliege and a

return to Elgin, where he lives and works as a

policy analyst for the Tlinois House GOP,
Kojzarek wanted to be involved with a local
chapter of the Young Republicans. After
Jearning the previous organization had been
dormant for two years, Kojzarek — along with

-Doug Fulton, of Aurora; Jeff Meyer, of Elgin,

and Anthony Cvelk, of Batavia— decided to take
out a charter for a new group in November.

Since then, they have organized a toy drive
and volunteered with the Northern Ilinois Food
Bank to prepare holiday meals, along with
holding regular meetings.

“Young” for the purposes of politics ranges
from 18 to 40 years old, and Kojzarck said about
50 area residents have become members —
including State Rep. Tim Schmitz, R-Batavia.

Reaching out

it may take more than rhetoric to reach out to
people, however.

Kojzarek said one goal is to help people get
riiore involved. The Young Republicans have
been holding meetings and forums to give
people a chance to debate politics, and meet
political figures and others.

To make things more relaxed, he said, some
of the meetings are socially oriented gatherings
at local bars.

& Turn to POLTICS, A2

‘Having young
people involved will
invigorate the party

and invigorate the
older Democrats.’

Brian Pollock of Aurora,
who hopes to start a
Kane County Young

Democrats group

The party is getfing
older; the members
are getting older;

. it's time we have
something for
younger people.’

Kurt Kojzarek of Elgin,
president of the Kane
County Young
Republicans
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There are also plans for a high-

‘end Web site, said Branidon Yaniz,

24, who uns the organization’s cu-
rent Web site and owns his own
technology business,

Yaniz said the group’s Web site

will play a large role, giving informa-
tion for members but also having
regularly-updated content, such as
book reviews written by members,

When local campaigns start to
heat up, the group will also work as
a campaign arm for candidates who
need support. Kojzarek said they
will “do whatever we need to” when
it comes to helping out, including
handing out literature,” staffing
phone banks and holding forums
for candidates.

Democrat group possible

The prospect of a Kane County
Young Democrats group has some

. interest but is still under discussion

said Brian Pollock, a 26-year-old Au-
rora resident.

Pollock said he hopes to pull the
group together by the summer or,
at least, before the 2004 general
election in November. But in work-
ing on local, state and federal cam-

paigns, he said time may be an

issue.

“We're all trying to do 60 things
at once right now,” he said.

Having a group of some kind is
important, said Pollock, based on
the interest in the area.

“This is going to be an important
election vear,” he said. “Having
young people involved will invigo-
rate the party and invigorate the
older Democrats.” ,

Despite efforts to bring more
young people into a political party, re-
cent polls indicate the 18+t0-29-year-
old crowd is most likely to be “inde-
pendent” and not part of either party.

A November Gallup Poll showed
nearly half — 45 percent — of
young adults say they are politically
independent. Of those who identify
with a party, 30 percent say they are
Republican while 34 percent say
they are Democratic,

While Pollock and Kojzarek will
never agree on who should be pres-
ident or whether tax cuts are a good
idea, they both agree that taking
steps to reach out to young people
is important — and could also mean
more votes for their parties,

“When you're old enough to vote,
you have a voice,” Pollock said. “We *
can all sit back and whine about
things, but it's time to do some-
ﬂling,”
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Kane County is developing
the county’s 2030 transportation
plan.

A series of public forums were
held in each of the eight plan-
ning partnership areas to review
the planning process, the
socioeconomic forecasts and
discuss existing transportation
system deficiencies and con-
cerns. Now, a public meeting
and a second series of forums
will be held in January and Feb-
ruary to introduce the initial
2030 modeling results and dis-
cuss future system deficiencies
and the first set of alternatives
to address thern.

The public meeting will be
from 4 to 7 p.m. Jan. 28 at the
Kane County Government
Center, 719 Batavia Ave.,
Geneva. Planning partnership
area forums meet at 10 a.m.:

« Jan. 30 at the Randall Oaks
Golf Club, 37W361 Binnie Road,
West Dundee

+ Feb. 3 at the North Aurora
Public Library, 113 Oak St.

« Feb. 9 at the Batavia Public
Library, 10 S. Batavia Ave.

» Feb, 11 at Elgin Community
College's Business Conference

Comment sought
on county roads plan

Center, Room 123, 1700 Spartan
Drive, Elgin.

‘s Feb. 18 at the Campton
Community Center, SN082 Old
LaFox Road, St. Charles.

« Feb. 19 at the Town and
Country Public Library, 320 E.
North St., Elburn. .

« Feb. 23 at the Huntley village
hall, 11704 Coral St.

The final forum is at 1 p.m.
Feb. 25 at Waubonsee Commu-
nity College, Bodie Hall, Room
150, Waubonsee Drive at Route
47, Sugar Grove.

The purpose of the 2030
transportation plan is to deter-
mine major transportation
projects, guide transportation
decisions and identify resources
to implement transportation
projects.

The county is seeking public
comment throughout the devel-
opment process, and offers
information at
www.co.kane.il.us/dot. The
county expects to complete a
draft of the plan in March and
bring the plan to the board for
adoption in the summer.

For information, call (630)
406-7308.
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leputies
plead
guilty

Tawo will avoid jail time

Jor misconduct charge
By PATR-I'CK WALDRON .

Two former Kane County |
sheriff's deputies pleaded guilty
to attempted misconduct Friday
‘in a deal that will allow them to
avoid jail time and more serious
felony misconduct charges. -
"~ Michael Eurkaitis, 32, of
- Plainfield, and Brandon Dahlke,
‘27, of Montgomery, where
charged in connection with an

- Oct. 5, 2002, incident where
investigators say the men stole a
rifle and a police scanner from |.
an Aurora Township home
while serving an arrest warrant.

- Kane County sheriff’s officials
said the former deputies vio-
lated procedures by not
inventorying the items. The rifie
was later found at Dahlke’s
home. The scanner was found |
inside Burkaitis’ home.
The incident resulted in the
men being fired from their jobs
in May 2003 and later indicted
on four counts of misconduct
and one count of possession of

a stolen gun, .

" The plea bargain was reached
* before a scheduled court hear-
ing Friday when both men
agreed to the deal. Attempted
official misconduct is a class A
misdemeanor. -

= Assistant Attorney General
Robert Huiner, who prosecuted
the former deputies, said

See GUILTY on PAGE 7
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Plan Commlssmnxw.-

rejects zoning at :

Orchard-Galena :

® Unanimous denial:
- Aurora Community
Church hits setback

By Dave Parro
STAFF WRITER

AURORA — Continuing five
years of frustration for Aurora
Community Church, the Plan
Commission this week denied a
rezoning request that would allow
- the church to sell its disputed land
on the West Side to a commercial
developer.

Also this week, the Planmng
Commission demed a petition to
turn the vacant Kmart building on
North Lake Street into a flea
market,

Both votes were unanimous, and
the requests will now move on to
the City Council for final
consideration.

Commissioners re;ected the
rezoning request from Aurora
Community Church for 9.8 acres at
the southwest corner of Orchard

Road and Galena Boulevard. The .

commission said the current
residential zoning is .more
appropriate given the surroundmg
-land uses.

Aurora’s plannmg staff lS‘

. opposed to commercial zoning,
favoring instead low-density
residential or open space at the
corner, said Community
Development Director Bill Wiet.

The vote continues a series of
setbacks for the church that date
back to 1999, when residents from
the surrounding subdivisions
opposed special-use zoning that
. would have allowed the
construction of a new church and
private school. The City Council
approved the proposal despite
those protests, but the.church later
abandoned its plans because of
further obstacles.

Aurora Community Church once
‘owned about 30 acres but sold two-

ot )

T

"~

thirds of it to the ¢ity for storm-’
water management. The church’
hoped to get more land in a swap
with the city in 2000, but that fell
through when residents on Hankes

. Road objected to the church and

school. Kane County also demed
access off Orchard Road.

“| think if all the energy that hasr
gone into opposing us over the: !
years had gone into making our
original proposal acceptable, we'd
‘have a church and school on that '
corner today,” said the Rev, Dan
Haas.

The church had commerciad»

'development plans for the land in«

2001 for a pharmacy and othe¥"
businesses,-but Kane County filed’
a condemnation lawsuit, seeking,
the land for storm-watey,
management. The lawsuit was
settled in December when the:
county obtained 0.7 acres for-a:
right-turn lane from Galena on to
Orchard, allowing the rezomng

request to again move forward. .

Haas said he disagrees thaﬂ
residential is a more appropriaté:’
use for the land and is hopeful th&
City Council will be more receptive,,
to commercial deévelopment.- -

“We have never had any:
residential development express an
interest in this property,” Haag-~
said. “I think it has something to do-
with it sitting on the intersection of |
two four-lane highways.” o~y

The Planning Commission alst”
denied special-use zoning for a fleg”
market in the 1200 block of Nortlt*
Lake Street after nearby’
businesses objected. Plans called.,
for a market with 116 tenants whg_
would sell new goods in the Aurora-
Commons plaza. -

Wiet said tenants in the strip”
mall opposed the flea markét®
because it would give people whi:
rent a booth an unfair economig,
advantage over businesses that_
have high rent and overhead costs.»
Access off Lake Street was also=a-
concern because of the pro;ected
traffic the market would draw.

s
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By HEATH HIXSON
Kane County Chronicle

cials hope the extension of
city fiber optic lines to Kane
County offices results in
gaining  access to the
county’s Geographic Infor-
mation System. ‘

Aplan to extend city fiber
optic lines along Route 38
and Prairie Street to the Kane
County Justice Center and
circuit clerk’s office, which
would provide a direct link
between the twa buildings, is
expected to recejve final con-
sideration by the city counci]
Jan.19,

A city committee ac-
cepted the proposal last
. week,

If approved, the county
would pay for the extension

maintenance fee to use the
city lines, -

But city officials hope the
fiber opiic relationship also
produces a link into the
county GIS data bank and
computer applications,

Use of the GIS system
would help increase the eff-
ciency of city Projects that
use GIS data, according to
Paul Anthoney, city informa-
tion systems network engi-
neer,

“The city is just on the
verge of going heavily down
that road,” he said. “It is just
a more convenient and more
up-to-date way to use the
county’s data.”

Governmental entities
nationwide have been mov-
ing toward the use of GIS op-
erations over the last decade
because of the amount of
data that can be analyzed by

ST. CHARLES — City offi.

construction and an annyal’

STC officials hope
1o access Geographic
Information System

Plan to extend fiber optic lines
lo receive final consideration

the computer systems,

GIS applications allow
for data sets to be layered on
top of each other for a
more precise analysis and a
better understanding of an
area,

The St. Charles-city gov-
ernment has been in the
process of setting up a fuil-
fledged GIS operation and
has budgeted for a GIS Sys-
tem coordinator this year as
well as a GIS network engi-

Teer next year, Anthoney
said. _
Tom Nicoski, county GIS

technologies director, said
GIS technology is very graph-
ical and “enables you to see
the picture” of an area with
Precise data,

He said the system has
helped agencies such as the
county  health depart-
ment track the West Nile
virus,

“GIS is a tool that allows
you to have more efficiency
and productivity to do your
job,” he said,

The county has had a GIS
operation in service since
1895, with a full-fledged
County department begin-
ning in 1998, :

" The county uses the Sys-
tem to analyze plots of land
and provide GIS information
to cities and other govern-
mental entities, : -

But thai information is
provided on compact dises
and not directly through an
Internet Kink. ‘

With the fiber optic con-
nection, Anthoney said he
hopes current negotiations
with the county will resu]t in
the city being able to tap
into the GIS system and
share data,
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[-13-03 Zetton naws
Township
gets chance to-
vote on Quinn
“tax proposal |

By Brlan Shields
SPECIAL TO THE BEACON NEWS

AURORA — Aurora Township residents can
expect to see a measure on the March primary
ballot asking if they would support a tax on
high wage earners to provide more money for
schools and property tax relief for the less well
off,

-, 'The Township Board unanimously dec:ded
to support putting the non-binding referendum

" question on the ballot, as

" advocated by Illan]S Lt .....................................

qutr. Pat %umn Tax fomm
ownship Supervisor .
Jim Murphy and Trustee set tomght
John Aguilar, both De-  w State Rep. Joe
mocrats, and Republican’  Dunn, whose
Trustees Michelle Whet-  district includes.
stone Tom Rosebush and the DuPage
John Shoemaker gave County portion ; -
their approval to the refer- ot Aurora, plans
endurn question last week  goqqion at
after meeting with Quinn Neuqua Valley - -
political director Jerry Gal- High Sehoo!, :
loway. Co
The advisory referen- Page.ll:{
dum is designed to give X
state legislators an idea of
how much support there would be if the meaf
sure were placed on the ballot in the fall gener‘
al election. ‘
The General Assembly will have until May ¢ 2‘
to decide if it should be a ballot item. To be on,
the November ballot, 60 percent of both the

. Sepate and House wouId have to vote in favor; .

Quinn, a Democrat, envisions a 3 percent
surtax to be charged each year to individuals

_-:* Turn to QUINN,.A2




l-'eﬁiolt, Chris Paul, 91, Aurora
Knies, Pete, formerly Aurora
Smith, Edgar, 81, Aurora

The Beacon News

S — didn’t want to support that.”
¥ u l N N The proposal is not without its
. critics.
From Page A1 The Kane County Board refused

. to put the issue on the county-wide
whose income exceeds $250,000 ballot. County Board Chairman
" per year, which would generate an Mike McCoy asked the board last

|] A Houlﬂger o estimated $1.15 billion in additonal ~ week for a motion to put the refer-
. International P“bhcaﬁ‘m state tax revenue. endum on the ballot, and was an-
Ol’ﬁce * Half of this amount — an estimat-  swered with silence.

101 S. River St., Aurora, IL 60506
‘Lobby hours: 830 a.m.-5 p.m.
Monday-Friday. Closed holidays.

» Newspaper delivery
Joe Weber, circulation manager

Customer service phenes
{630) 8-44—5800 or (800) 244-5844

_custnmer service e-iail
- customerservice @scni.com.

Customer service hours

* 5:30 a.m.- 6 p.m.. weekdays
7-11 a.m. weekends -

-+ 5:30-10 a.m, holidays

Hom:e delivery times o
6:30 a.m. weekdays and holidays .
7 a.m. Saturdays. B a.m, Suhdays.’

If you do not receive your paper by

- our delivery deadline, please call

. customer servica befora 10 a.m.

weekdays {(or 11 a.m. weekends)
and we will deliver your paper by
noon. -

- . Home delivery: $3.25 weskly; $2.25
Friday-Sunday; $1.50 Sunday (plus
intermittent holiday issues)

Mail subseriptions: $4 weekly.

Newsstand prices: 50 cents dally,
$1.50 Sunday. -

: Rdvertising -

Display advertising

" Robent Wall, manager -

Call {630) B44-5858 from 8 am. ta 5
. p-m. weekdays.

C!asstﬁed adv

Call (630) 844-5811 from 8:30 a.m. to

Spm. weekdays

Or-ine
- Brent Albrecht, manaager’

distributed each July 1 to state Beacon News, House Republican
homeowners who have filed for the Leader Tom Cross, R-Oswego, said
- Homestead exemption, no matter the proposal will not relieve high
what their income is. The share . property tax bills, will damage the

The other haif would then go to  to layoffs.
bolster public school funding with The 1.4 percent of taxpayers af-
every school getting the same fected by the surtax would see their
amount of money per student, or - state income tax bills go up an aver-
about $277 apiece. Murphy said ‘the age of $14,000, and there is no evi-
East Aurora and West Aurora dence that spendmg more money
school districts would each get on public schools will improve
about $2.9 million per year if the them, Crossadded. .
measure were to pass. Atleast 19 counties and a number
Sixty percent of voters statewide of townships and municipalities
would have to approve the initiative  throughout the state have agreed to
_in November for it to take effect. put the question on the ballot in
- If everything goes the way Quinn  March, Galloway said.
and other supporters of the so- “ think both the property tax re-
called “school trust fund” want it to, lief and education funding that it
the surtax would go into affect for provides were positives,” Murphy
the 2004 tax season and homeown-  said.

checks in mid-2005. ballot as far as Aurora Township

see no increase in taxes,” Whet- good way to jumpstart the Legisla-
stone said. “I didn’t know what to  ture to continue discussions in a
think at first because I thought it more concrete way than has taken
‘'was another tax increase, and I  place in recent years.” .

GIVING

- ed 8575 million — would be equally In a letter to the editor in The’

would come out to about $208, business climate in Illinois and lead

ers and schools will get their first “We thought it should go on the .

“The majority of taxpayers will - voters are concerned ... I think it'sa

[
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Referendum questions
The following referendum questions have been filed with the
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Referendum

Continued from page 1
In North Aurora, the vil-

lage board already has filed for

a referendum asking voters
whether the village should
keep its partisan election sys-
tem.

Village trustees voted to
put the referendum on the
March 16 ballot.

Residents will answer
“yes” or “no” to the question,
“Shall the village conduct fu-
ture elections for all village of-
fices. as nonpartisan elec-
tons?” :

The village for years has
handed out independent peti-

tions, and candidates run as

independents. o
However, the village's
basic election ordinance is
partisan. _
That means Demacrats,
Republicans and local parties
can run in North Aurora’s mu-

‘nicipal election.

I voters approve the refer-
endum, the village board then
would have the needed direc-
tion to drop the partisan elec-
tion ordinance from the vil-
lage books. '

In the Batavia and
Countryside Fire Protection
District, the residents of eight
homes in the area of Deerpath
and Tanner roads will be

asked if they wish to discon-

nect from the Batavia district
and connect with the North
Aurora and Countryside Fire

Protection District.
Don Hubbard, and at-
torney representing the -

Batavia fire district, said
the move makes sense be-
cause North Aurora is plan-
ning a new fire station at
Tanner and Deerpath in the
future. He also said it is
necessary to provide the
North Aurora district with a

_Kane County Clerk's office for the March 16 primary election.

The deadline to file questions is Thursday.

e Batavia and Countryside Fire Protection District: Disconnect
from the Batavia and Countryside Fire Protection District to the
North Aurora and Countryside Fire Protection District?

« Hampshire Park District: Shall the Hampshire Park District be
authorized to Jevy and collect a tax of 0.12 percent for
purpose of recreational programs?

* Big Rock Township: Increase the property tax extension .
limitation from 5 percent up to 39.55 percent for the 2003-04

levy year?

» Blackberry Township Road District: Increase the p-roperty'tax
rate from 0.1650 percent up to 0.33 percent for road :

purposes?

* Virgil Township: 1. increase equalized assessed valuation on
taxable property from 0,165 percent to a maximum of 0.33
percent for road purposes? 2. Increase the property tax _
extension limitation for the Virgil road fund from 2.4 percent to
198.18 percent far the 2004 tax levy?

« Village of Barrington Hills: Adopt article 3 of the lllineis
Pension Plan to create police pension fund? '

« Village of Burlington: Increase the property tax extension
limitation from 2.4 percent up to 125 percent for the 2004

“levy.year?

» Village of Carpentersville: Impose a surcharge up o $1.65
per month per network connection for the purpose of
improving a 911 emergency telephone system? .

» Village of East Dundee: 1. impose a surcharge up to $1.65
per month per network connection for the purpose of
improving a 911 emergency telephone system? 2. Shali the
Village of East Dundee become a home rule unit of

government? :

* Village of North Aurora: Shall the Village of North Aurora
conduct future elections for all village offices as nonpartisan

elections? .

» Village of Sleepy Hollow: Impose a surcharge 51.65 per
month per network connection, for the purpose of improving &
911 emergency teleghone system?

contiguous link to a large
new subdivision planned to

_the north.

While seven of the home-
owners agree to the change;

.Hubbard said, one is opposed,

forcing the referendurn.

Also tonight, the Town
and Country Library District
will decide whether to seeka
tax increase. The referen-
dum has been rejected the

tast six times it has been put
to voters. '

The district wants to in-
crease the tax rate to 19 cents
from 15 cents per $100 of as-
sessed value. Officials said the
extra money is needed for
new technology and addi-
tional staff to meet growing
demand.

Contributing: Dan Chanzit
and Eric Schelkopf ‘

will rival the information con-

L o BB, Eguuﬂb%ij L}brarv of

much an open question,”
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Chairman candidate
reports threats aimed at
nt|m|datmg campaign

/~ \3"0

Fzrst letter received
€in September 2003

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — Candidate
for Kane County Board
chairman Karen McCon-
naughay said she has re-
ceived two threatening let-
ters “meant to intimidate”
her campaign.

The letters were sent to
her husband John
McConnaughay's business
and contained threats.

One letter was received
in September,

- Another arrived Wed-
nesday,

McConnaughay  said

Geneva police are investi--

gating and that she could
not divulge the nature of
the threats,

“It was meant to intimi-
date,” she said. “It was defi-
nitely related to the cam-
paign.”

The latest threat came a
day before McConnaughay
had her purse stolen at a

. meeting of the Aurora

Township Republican
Committee. -
McConnaughay  said

she does not know if the
theft and the letters are re-
lated.

“I have no way of know-
ing,” she said. “It would be
inappropriate for me to
surmise to say the two are
connected.”

Her purse contained
two cell phones, a wallet
with $20 and personal
items,

She said she set it down
on a chair and was talking
with someone no more

than 4 feet away as
she was getting ready to
leave.

When she turned
around, the purse was gone,
she said,

When

asked if"
the let-
ters
had in-
timi-
dated
h e r ,
McConnaughay
“absolutely not.”

“I think anonymous
threats are disconcerting
but serve to motivate. I
dont get deterred by
threats and 1nt1m1datmn
she said.

She said she ignored the
letter that came in
September, but reported
the second letter,

“The second one is
when1decided to do some-
thing. I believe you are
going over the line when.
you go after my family,” she
said.

McConnaughay, a
county board member
from St. Charles, seeks the
Republican  nomination
for county board chair-
man.

- Treasurer David Rickert
of Elgin is her opponent
in the March 16 pri-
mary. -

Democrat Thomas
Meadath will face the win-
ner of the primary in the
November election.

County Board Chair-
man Mike McCoy will not
seek re-election.
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.Calls and e—méils and
* threats... oh, my!

Your column about coaches not giving
kids any playing time really hithome.
After months of hard work and practice
his junior year, our son spent the football
~ season on the bench. He, and judging
~ from the final roster, most of his friends,

didn't even bother to go out senior year.
Their attitude was “Why should Tkill
myselfif I'm not going to play?”

Besides the boy you wrote about, there
were a lot of kids who had no or very little
playing time, so my question is, why

- would ariy coach denyit?
" Beats me. I could fill 10 columns with
parent and player complaints I received
about coaches, but all you'll hear from the
schools is that I don't know what I'm
talking about. Not much of an ansier, but
typical from people who are used to
bullying teenagers. :

. o * %

Your kids better never go out for any
team. IC1 be a long time before they play.

, Thank you for that comment on N
fairness and balance in High school sports.
LR J

I'm a teacher at (St. Charles) East, so
PLEASE don't use my name. The day your
column ran about Hilary Bell (reasurer
for St. Charles East High School) and her
~ run-inwith our new principal, Bob Miller,
we had a faculty meeting. During the
meeting, Miller claimed he never said the
things you quote in your column and he
also said you “refuse” to meet with hirn.
What's the real story?

I'm at a loss to explain Miller's actions
because the column quoted directly from
his letter to Bell. As in the original, the one
he signed. 'm willing to let him see it, but I
think he has a copy. As to refusing to meet
with him, all I have to say is you have to be
asked before you can refuse and ol’ Bob
hasn't asked me yet. By the way, it’s sad yout

have to be afraid of bei:zg identified.
. AR

As1sat on Route 25 last night, stuck in
along taffic jam, I wondered how the Red

Gate bridge was doing. Is iton track, or
has Wayne figured out away 1o hold this
project up evenlonger? : ]
Now that Dennis Hastert has let it be
known that he's had it with all the delays
on all the bridges promised for the area, I
expect that things will start fo move a little’
faster than the glacial speed we're used to.
That doesn't mean you should start
planning your trip across the Fox any time
real soon. Wayne may have lost every '
challenge it has brought against the Red
Gate bridge, but don't expect that to stop
them from trying once again. This will
happen when a town has the resources Lo
finance frivolous lawsuits — you know,
“more noney than brains,” and all that.
. * ¥ ¥

1 don't know why you objected to the
program called “Rat 'Em Out,” where kids
were being paid to tell police about
underage drinking parties. Drinkingisa
big problem with kids and any way to stop .
itis fine with me. ‘

The program encourages kids to turn
in their friends, but not to save them fram
the evils of underage drinking. The pitch
the program makes is for kids to “get even’
for not being invited to a party by ratting
out the hosts. Hardly the loftiest of motives..
Iagree that teen drinkingisa real problem,
but you don't solve it with a creepy

- program like this.

¥

As an owner of a Hummer H2, I resent
your recent column that painted me as
being “selfish.” Look, just because you
and your tree-hugging friends can't afford
a nice car don't try and take mine away. I
hope I meet you on the road. 'l showyou .
who's boss.

B Bill Page lives in St. Charles and
writes about local issues on Tuesday and
Thursday. Calls and e-mails answered at
(630) 584-0809 or
wpage@mediawerks.org.
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/| ing referendum and it also will

‘middle school on Viking Drive

‘g0 toward building the school. -
School officials said they need -

1 By that time, enrollment is

/"/3 0"4
Geneva

s o/fi%ard

backs ballot questlons

By GARRETT ORDOWER
Daily Herald Staff Witer

The Geneva school board
voted 6-1 Monday night to -ask
voters two funding quest:ons in
March. -

The board will ask for- ":—

approval of a $49 milion build-

ask for a tax-rate mcrease of 35
cents.
But in siding with urgency

over certainty, board members

admitted the outcome of its
building referendum- will
depend on what answers it can -
offer voters before then, .
Akey question the board must
address is traffic access for
building a second 1,000-student

off Fabyan Parkway. About $33

million of the referendum would -

to push the issue in March
because without voter approval,
the new schoo! would not be
able open until at least fall 2007.

expected to be about 1,500 stu-

dents at the current school,

which has a capacity of 1,2186.
“Despite my belief there isa

See BALI.UI' on PAGE 6

o 2006 openlng of the hew Schd

7 million for an audttunum
€0 nnectln the current and ne

:$82 .
“'and athletic fields at MHI Cree -
 School. - ER

Continued from Page 1

better'solution, 1 will support
putting this on the ballot,”
board vice president Margaret,
Selakovich said of the building
referendum. “Become informed
and base your decision on what
you know.”

The referendum includes
abaott $800,000 for “develop-
ment” of the site, which could
include land acquisition,

_ Supenntendent Mlchael Jacohy

said.
Without additional road

-access, traffic at the Fabyan and

Randal]l roads intersection
would become even more dan-

gerous and a four-lane road
would cut through the school
site. .
. While the school board had
hoped it could negotiate with
the park district for affordable
access to the site through Peck
Farm Park, the park district
board said in a statement at the
beginning of the meeting its
opposition to that was “unwa-
vering and unanimous.”

After an hourlong closed ses--

sion to -discuss - passible
alternatives, board members
continued to express doubts
any soluton could be reached.
“After 18 months (of discus-
sion) we still don't have the hard

| Ballot: Board falls to reach other solutlons

facts,” board member Sus;m'-
Shivers said. “I understand-
there’s a plan, but it’s not con-
crete.”

Shivers cast the sole vote:
against the referendurn. ‘

The education fund increase
of 35 cents per $100 of equal--
ized assessed valuation would:
translate into an extra $291 a
year for the owner of a $250,000 -
home.

The education rate referen-!
dum seeks to make up for a loss
of state funding and stave off>
plarmed cuts in the district. Bill -
Wilson 'was the only board’
member to oppose putting that-"
question on the ballot ‘




Comment
sought on
112030 county
road plan

Kane County is developing -
the county’s 2030 transportation
plinseries of public forums were
held in each of the eight plan-
ning partnership areas to review
the planning process, - the

.socioeconomic forecasts and -

discuss existing transportation
system deficiencies and con-
cerns. Now, a public meeting
and a second series of forums

2030 modeling results and dis-
cuss future system deficiencies
and the first set of alternatives
to address them. °, N
The public meeting will be
from 4 to 7 p.m. Jan. 28 at the
Kane County Government
.Center, 719 Batavia Avg.,
Geneva, Planning plaértnershlp _
a forums meet at 10 a.m.:
5 Jan. 30 at the Randall Qaks

West Dundee )
f Feb, 3 at the Nort‘té Aurora
Public Library, 113 OakSt.

» Feh. 9 at the Batiwa Pubh}:
Library, 10 S. Batavia Ave, ]
. ;é{,_ 11 at Elgin Community
College's Business Conference
Center, Room 123, 1700 Spa;tan
Drive,Elgin. ‘
r-“'r;eb?ila at the Campton
‘Community Center, 5N082 Old
LaFox Road, St. Charles, _
¢ Feh. 19 at the Town and
Country Public Library, 320 E.
North St., Elburm.

hall, 11704 Coral St.
The final forum is at 1 p.m.
Feb. 25 at Waubonsee Commu-
nity College, Bodie Hall, Room
150, Waubonsee Drive at Route,
7, Sugar Grove, . ‘
* Theg purpose of the 2030
transportation plan is to deter-
mine major transportation
projects, guide transportation
decisions and identify resources
to implement transportation
projects. The county offers
information at
www.co.kane.il.us/dot.l '2;1;
| county expects to comple
drafttoyf ﬂ):g plan in March and
bring the plan to the board for
adoption in the summer.

" Call (630) 406-7308.
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will be held in January and Feb- -
ruary to introduce the initial

= I SN

o

Golf Club, 37W361 Binnie Road,

I VL 7. T o Y

LT BT - T

» Feh. 23 at the Huntley village
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t! BY AMANDA VINICKY
§| - Daity Herald corrspondent

Townhouses will likely be

Bricher roads instead of the

The Geneva Planning Com-
mission, which unanimously
approved the switch, recom.

0

t

v

e | office and commercial buildings
1

t

n

't mended the change at last-

night’s committee of the whole
meeting.

~ John Cebrzynski, president of
John Henry Homes Inc., said
that for more than a year his
company has been planning on
purchasing the land from the
current owner in order to build
80 townhouses on the 22-acre
property.

According to Dick Untch,
Geneva's community develop-
ment director, the commission
approved the plans for the
Prairie Ridge project because,

=

of Fisher Homes, was supposed
to be for retajl use, there are
already new and vacant office
Spaces in the area that should be
used before developing more

comimercial centers,

government offices to move b

the Kane County judicial Center
haven't advanced, and that the
retail business on Randall Road
Is dominant, thereby lessening
the need for two miles of two- tg

;| three-story office buildings at
-{ Peck and Bricher, '

“1 think that land . plans
change,” Cebrzynski said, “Years

* hing, you didn’t have what you

erected at the corner of Peck and

originally intended for the area. -

aithough the area, which is part

Untch also said that plans for |
y  schools are already strained.

.o end in sight,” Pawlak said,

71507, Tk, el
Geneva picks toWnhouses

instead of retail buildings

ago, when they did their plan-

have now at Randall.”

According to Untch, Geneva,
St. Charles and both cities’ park
districts have purchased more
than two square miles of land
intended for permanent public
use. A residential district would
make for better “Jand use com-

. patibility”

Aldermen Robert Pawlak and
Ron Singer voted against the
rezoning.

Pawlak, who was on the coun-
cil when developers from Fisher
Farms first matfe the argument
to zone the space for comimer-
cial use in 1996, said that for the
developers 1o change their
agenda after having fought so
stringently for it was wrong.

‘T gave them my word they
gave me their word,” Pawlak
said. - :

In response to Untch and
Cebrzynski's statements that
current residents in the Fisher
Farms area would rather have
townhouses than commercial
property, Pawlak said “it was
always like that and the people
knew so when they moved in. ”

Pawlak said he was further
against townhouses because

“We've overcrowded our
schools. We're faced with more
referendums. There seems to be

“We have the ability to at least
control somewhat of our'own
destiny, as little as it may be,
Why more people? Where are we
going?” . .




state their case

outside prosecutor would come in.
O'Neil, of Geneva, said there would

¥ 1~ 1204 Begcon news
- F}omoo&oyovmgm

Mevers, Mieke and Flowers — because
of the large firms they work for and the

‘Monday's event, sponsored by the
Aurora League of Women Voters and
the Republican National Hispanic As-

. w« Danie! Duggan
STAFF WRITER

' " Rago questioned whether there will been inyolved in about 20 cases since  lican nominge for the office held by “need more.” State’s &ﬁ”ﬂhﬁaﬂﬁ%ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂaﬁ
be 8_%% of wuﬁomn if two ﬂs%nmﬁa _Mm% wm u%%w in %mw%m %ﬂsﬁq Meg m.moz,.n_.m. osmaw_ will Hﬁs run- . , Tim o‘zw:.a_._.:_.__ o o amont Raxo debate M %m&
are €] —Jo arsanti of the firm  state's attorney’s office in . ose ning for re-electionin the M 16 pri- ,
- Camic, Johnson, Wilson and Mc€ul-  instances, he said, another prosecutor in aEmw. P & Turn to PROSECUTOR, A2  night at Aurora Centrai Catholic High School. )
i . .
| _ . violent crimes, as opposed to “sexy “Qr do you want someone who’s
1w°mMﬂ=.q°” Internet crimes and fraud.” The done it before? )
y ~ comment was aimed at Rago, who O'Neil focused on his range of
From page Al has emphasized creating a task experience that has included work
. {farce to focus on identity theftand  as 2 prosecutor, but also a lot of
He stressed his experience as a online crimes. ) time representing public officials in
former Cook County prosecutor el used to be that they came in  the county — most 88&% as city
and his varied educational back- through the window or the door,”  attorney for St. Charles. =
ground that includes a law degree, Rago said. “Now they come in “Right now we are lacking in the
CPA and master’s of business ad-  though awire.” advice given to the Kane County

- AURORA — In Monday’s first public

debate of the contentious race for Kane

Couitty state’s attorney, Joseph Rago

was quick to take aim at two of his oppo-

nents, saying they will be “bogged

down” with potential conflicts of interest
. sheuld they be elected.

many cases with which they have been
associated.

“We need someone who is not
bogged down by conflicts of interest be-
cause of the large firms they work for,”
said Rago, a Geneva resident.

Rarsanti, of St. Charles, said he has

not be any conflicts, noting that He has
not tried any ¢riminal cases — except
some speeding tickets - since leaving
the state's attorney’s office in the

1980s.

Rago, Barsanti, O'Neil and z:aumaw
Leuer of Geneva want to be the Repub-

sembly, was among the first public
events showcasing the four Republican
candidates for state's attorney.

Leuer, who éntered the race last
month, said he looked at the current
field of candidates and decided to run.
He said the residents of Kane County .

ministration. )

<] will develop 2 professionalized
state’s attorney’s office,” he said. °1
will look at each person and deter-
mine their competency and

- whether or not they are a political

appointee.” . )
Leuver also promised to focus on

_ Barsanti stressed his wealth of
experience, spending 20 of the 26
years he has been an attorney

worlding in the Kane County state's |

attorney’s office. .
“Do you want SOImeone coming

in, locking at that $7.5 miliion bud-

get for the first time?” he asked,

Board,” he said. “And Iwill bring my
expertise in advising public officiale.”
Demeocratic candidate Renee
Robinson was invited to the forum,
but had a member of her campaign
read a short statement on her be-
half. Robinsen is running unop-
posed in the Democratic primary.
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Kane board chairman

candidate’s

alcohol-related charge:

By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER

ST. CHARLES — The son ofa
candidate for Kane County Board
chairman was charged here Satur-
day night after an incident ata
bowling alley.

- Garrett 1. Steve, 18, of the 100

block of Creekside Court, St,
Charles, was charged with unlaw-
ful possession and consumption of
alcohol by a minor and criminal
trespass to land, according to St

Charles police. He is the son of

County Board member Karen Mc-
Connaughay, R-St. Charles, one of
two candidates for the GOP nomj-
nation for County Board chairman
in the March 16 primary election.

According to police reports,
Garrett Steve and several other
men were at a bowling alley in the
2500 block of West Main Street,
when they were asked to leave.
They did leave, but Steve and Eric
J. Stammen, 18, of the 2000 block
of Persimmon Street, St. Charles,
came back later.

The manager asked the two to

léave, but an argument ensued .

and the manager called police.
Both men were charged in the in.

vy

+

EEE B 2NY

son faces

cident, T
~_This is the second time Garrett
Steve has been charged with un-
lawful consumption of alcohol by a
minor. He received a simifar
‘charge from St. Charles police last
June, -

McConnaughay released a
statement Sunday through Her

campaign office acknowledging _

the arrest. . .
“Garrett has the love and sup-
port of myself and his entire family
during this difficult time,” the
statement said. “We respect the
process of the legal system and
will fully cooperate while this miat.
ter is being resolved,” v
Last week, McConnaighay was
‘in the headlines when her purse
was missing at a political function
in Aurora. At the time, she men-
tioned to Aurora police that her
family earlier in the week had re-

ceived threats. They were in the

form of unsigned letters sent to
her house.
While she said at the time she

had no idea who stole the purge, -

she said the threats in the letters

clearly were politically motivated .

mnn_manummmﬁosﬁo Enﬁamﬂm
her. _ R

+

Casual comments, questions, smiles

304 Beatdn Haps

Repeal burning ban

I live in Aurora Township on a _E,m_w lot
with lots of trees. Being retired and with a

- bad back and-sciatica, it was excruciating

pain for me to bag 45 bags of leaves because B
I cannot burn them now and just rake them
into a pile and put a match to them. It cost
me over $200 to have them removed be-
cause we have to call a private garbage con-
tractor in order to do this, and it is very ex-
pensive. I want a redress on the ban. Pick
up the Constitution and read the First
Amendment. Today, itis.a burning ban.
Next, it will be a lawn-mowing ban because
asthmatics will complain about the grass
clippings. :
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850 more homes
be heade

1-04 vais,

Yy

Y DENISE ] ‘; Do
PERRY DONAVIN

7 Dazly Herald correspondent

. Carroll on Tuesday presented, a .

" Kirk Homes Presiden‘t John

concept plan to the Elburn
planning commission for Her-

Tington Place, which could

. bring 850 more homesto the
. village, including 560 single-

family homes and 290 town-
homes and duplexes, - .
- The 358-acre site overlaps

* Route 38 heading south to the
Elburn Forest Preserve and
- north to the Virgil Ditch with the

- -and soccer fields; tennis and -
‘basketball courts; and accessi- .

Dessenbrook Stables Horse
Farm marking the western
border of the houses planned
for north of Route 38,

. Summing up the commis-
sion’s, * major’ concerns,
Chairman Pat Schuberg said the
Project needs a greater variety
of house styles; open space for
active recreation like baseball

bility to the woodland areas.

‘We do not want 22,000
single-family houses with five
different elevations. We want
real variety — ranches, row-
houses, single-story

“townhomes, clyster houses — a

real mix,” said Commissioner
Rich Stewart. :
“How about cne-acre lots

-next to the forest preserve,”
.Commissioner Leroy Herra

noted. “People in town ‘are
asking me why we are not build-
ing $700,000 homes.”

However, Commissioner Tate

- Haley countered by saying “For
* years we've talked about afford-

ability.” }

“We are largely market-
driven,” Carroll said. “It is
difficult to find a house under
$300,000 in this area and we

may |

d to Elburn’

hope to provide it.” .
Village Administrator Dave

‘Morrison suggested the plan

should “put the ranches near
the park areas and you can see
thewoods over the rooftops.”.

.. One major change from the

first concept presented to.the . |

village last january is an ele-
mentary school site. South of

“ Route 38, the designated 14.5 -

acres of combined park and

- school property separates 4

townhome/duplex neighbor-
hood and single family houses
along Prairie Valley. It is on the
same street as the current
Kaneland North Elementary

-Schoal (east of Route 47),

‘The Kirk concept plan has:
also added residential access to
the commercial space and a ;
walking - ‘and. bike paths !
throughout the development.
However, Stewart said more _
access is needed to the school
site or kids will simply walk’
through yards. ‘ :

There are also two big com-
mercial boxes in the Kirk Homes
plan, 30 acres in total. The
southem section of the concept:
has a proposed Jewel shopping
center on the eastern boundary,
off Route 47. -

‘The commercial plan could
also include a larger shop and

- 8everal smaller ones, such as

banks, day-care facilities or,

* restaurants, Carroll suggested.

Joe McKeska, senior real
estate manager for Jewel, said
that if Kitk’s plan is approved, it -
would be a positive factor in the
timing of the store’s opening,

Asked when Jewel would be
ready to open the proposed |

-store, McKeska said that is pro-

prietary information. However,
he had previously said the store
would likely open by 2005 or
2006 at the latest.
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Tii-Cities
loses fight
over new
road fees

. 140
BY PATRICK WALDRON 7}
Daity Herald Staff Writer

" Over the protests of Tri- Cmes leaders calling

the system unfair, the Kane County Board

Tuesday approved a new developer-paid fee

that will generate millions for future foad pro-
jects.

"|  The amount paid by the developer of a new

home, store or office will be determined -

through a complicated formula calculating
road usage based on'the number car trips, dis-
tance of those trips ahd even where they
originate.
-1 Fees will be collected in eight planning areas
with the money from one area being spent
only on projects built within its borders.
Tuesday’s split vote ends more than two
years of work on the system that is ‘expected to
generate $27 million in the next 10 years.
- - But the road fee system could face a legal
challenge from opponents — notably the
mayors of Batavia, Geneva and St. Charles —
before a single dollar is collected.
.| They say the system charges too much in
- their communities compare to other places
| in the county.
| . ‘Tt creates a number of large disparities and
inequiities in regard to the Tri-Cities,” said
Batavia Mayor Jeff Schielke.
Opponents of the system’s formula on the

| county board, including Jan Carlson, an Elburn .

Republican, tried to lobby for an overhaul of
1 the system but were unable to get the votes.
Throughout the debate, the issue wasn't the
fee, it was the way it was computed.
" “The flaws in that are obvious,” said John
Hoscheit, a St. Chazles Republican.

Supporters argued the formula is reason-
able. Areas that have and use more county
roads naturally should pay a blgger price, they
said.

It is mherently fair,” Sald Don Wolfe, an

Elgin Republican.

And, supporters also say, this is not a tax on
existing residents, but on developers.

“This is for citizens and you forget that,” said

See FEE on PAGE 10

,Lferaﬂd
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Fee: Cities

could sue
the county

7 Cmttmuedﬁ‘mn Poge 1

" board Chairman Mike McCoy,

an Aurora Republican, respond-
ing to the mayors.

Road fees will start being pald
in April. In the meantime,
Schielke said he and other
mayors will meet to discuss
options.

A lawsuit against the county
could be one of those options,
he said. McCoy and other sup-

, porters say they expected such a

reaction and worked hard to
follow state guidelines when
" putting together the formula

Impact of the fee

Here's what developers in different
areas of Kane County may have to
pay under a new fee plan passed

by the county board.

Fast food restaurant:

(per 1,000 square feet)

Aurora area $1,064
Campton Hills $3,157
Elgin area $1,799
Northwest $1,150
Southwest $4,846
Tri-Cities - $6,119
Upper Fox $1,303
West Central $182

Source: Kane County

and fee system. They say part of
that was following the pattern
used in DuPage County where a
sitnilar fee has withstood legal
challenges.

-



’-Tri-Cities cry foul
| as Kane enacts
first impact fee

/-1H-0Y Beacon NLuoS

- ® Unequal payments?
Mayors complain -
charges are not fair

By Steve Lord
STAFF,WRITER .

GENEVA — The Kane County Board-

Tuesday passed an impact fee for
transportation projects despite ohjections
from Tri-Cities officials the fee structure is
unfair to Batavia, Geneva and St. Charles.
Itis the first impact fee in Kane County

- and would charge future developers,of

residential, industrial and commercial .

- properties a fee for impacting county
highways. In addition to maintenance

projects, there are 57 projects worth’

about $424 million planned for the next
nine years that would be ehglble for
impact fee money.
, “These feesm]lpay for about 8 percent
-of these projects,” said County Board
Chairman M1ke McCoy, R-Aurora. “So
. that's all we're asking for from
developers.”

Representatives of Batavia, Geneva
and St. Chatles said that still could be too
much, especially as the fees apply to the
TriCities. They all but said outright the
situation will end up in a courtroom.

“We know we have the support of our-

ity councils to take whatevér action is
necessary,” said Batavxa Mayor Jeff
Schielke. '

The fees apply differently in different
parts of the county. A developer building
in the Txi-Cities will pay a higher county
impact fee than one building in Aurora or

- Elgin, for example, - .

Schielke . said that becomes

particularly critical in border areas, such

as the 4,400foot stretch along Kirk' and |

' Butterﬁeld roads which has three parcels
zoned commercial shared by both
" Batavia and Aurora. A commercial
* developer seeking to build in the 842 feet
in Batavia could pay $400,000 more in
impact fees than if that developer moved
across Butterfield Road into Aurora.
* “] think every one of us supports an
impact fee in some way,” Schielke said,

“but this formula as put forth has

disparities and mequities.”

How much credit? .

. Schielke, St Charles Mayor Sue
Klinkhamer and Geneva City

Administrator Phil Page pomted toa
number of places throughout the Tri-
Cities where they believe the towns did

not get enough credit in figuring the -

fees

They pointed out that, along Fabyan .

and Kirk, Kane County has the Settler’s
Hill Landﬁll the Kane County Events
Ceater and Elfstrom Stadium and the
Public Safety Center. These are not tax
generators, Schielke said, but they
generate a lot of traffic being credited to
TriCities development.

Klinkhamer said along the South
Elgin-St. Charles border area, a
developer could pay $400,000 less ofan
impact fee on one side of Randall Road
as opposed to the other side.

Transportation Committee Chairman
Bill Wyatt, R-Aurora, said the fee

“schedule was develoged fairly, with
~ several public hearings and in

accordance with state statute. McCoy
pointed out the impact fee is being
enacted instead of a property-tax
increase or a gas tax.

“This was not geared for the
dealmakers,” McCoy said. “You could
make the-argument citizens in the Tri-

Cities are getting a greater break, thatit -

would be less out of their pocket.”

The impact fee schedule was passed
187, with the opposition coming mainly
from board members from the Tri-
Cities. Those voting against were John
Hoscheit, Karen McConnaughay and
Caryl Van Overmeiren, all of St. Charles;
Rob McConnaughay, of Geneva, Jiim
Mitchell, of North Aurors; Jan Carlson,
of Elburn, and Mary Richards, of
Aurora.

Hoscheit pushed for impact fee
development as a member of the
Transportation Committee and said

Tuesday. he still supports the concept.

“But allocation js the problem,” he said.
“No matter where you are on Randall
Road, north end. or south end you

" should pay the same.”

One Tri-Cities representative, Doug
Weigand, R-Batavia, voted for the fee,
saying he was tired of the heavy trafﬁc
along Randall' Road.

T was leaning toward votmg no, then
I spent 15 minutes going 5 mph on
Randall Road in my own community,”he
said. “The developers who create the
congestion should pay for it.”
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g Gorecki will lose her [a

Kane Count

Me,
it

ave her four-month suspension

lcense for four months starting

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2004
-

Suspension:

- County
- board chair

.

would name
replacement

" Continued fromn Puge 1

contributions.

Goreckd, who is the first sit-
ting state's attorney in state
history to have her license sus-
pended, did noet comment
Tuesday on either the court -
order or her plans. ’

Last year, Deputy Assistant |

State’s Attorney Mike Coghlan,
on behalf of Gurecki, asked state
Attorney General Lisa Madigan’s
“office for an opinidn on whether
she can remain state’s attomey
during the suspension., .

An answer had not come as of
Tuesday. . .

. "Now that the court’s decision
is final, we will finish our analy-
sis and vespond to {Coghlan),”
said attorney general's office
spokeswoman Melissa Merz.

‘That analysis deals with who
would run the office during
Gorecki’s suspension if she were
removed only temporarily.

" As Madigan’s office considers
the situation, County Board

", Chairman Mike McCoy has

enlisted the help of a special

. assistant, Aurora attorney

Patrick Kinnally, to research the
situation,

Kinnally would not discuss his
condusions or the future of the -
state’s attorney’s office Tuesday.

However, McCoy said he is
ready to proceed with appoint-
inian interim state’s attormey to
take over the office until the
next one is sworn in after the
November election.

"At the point this suspension
occurs, we feel there is a
vacancy,” McCoy said.

As chairman, county codes
give McCoy the discretion to fill
the state’s attorney’s post, a job
hie intends to do. Quoting state-
laws, McCoy says Gorecki's
vacancy will be created when she
loses her license and becornes "a
person under legal disability”

He expects the county board
to declare the office vacant at
the Feb. 10 county board meet-
ing. From there, he has 60 days

ta fill the job. That's only if-

Madigan doesn’t weigh in.

“I think (Gorecki’s) only hope
would be some kind of opinion
from the attorney general's
office,” McCoy said. “But we may
disapree with that opinion.”

McCoy also said if a tempo- .

rary state's attorney is named,
he would not Gorecld 1o
return. To do that, McCoy said,

the temporary appointee would .

have to resign at the end of the
suspension and Gerecki would
need to be re-appointed. .

That Is semething McCoy said
he is notintercsted in.

Assuming the vacancy does
happen, McCoy says he wants
to fill the spot with someone
from inside the office. i

But he will not tap an
employee who lives outside the
county, a move that eliminates
three of Gorecki’s top assistants
— first assistant Bob Berlin,
criminal chief Jody Gleason and

Mnahlan — frrom panciddaratiae

Continued

History of Gorecki’s troubles

The case agafnst Kane County State’s Atiorney Meg Gorecki

stem from allegations during the 2000 campaign

March 2 Allegations surface that Meg Gorecki suggested that a famly
friend, Kane County Sheritf's Deputy Jane Morrision, make a campaign
contribution 1o Kane County Baard Chairman Mike McCay to secure
Morrison's then boyiriend a courity job. Morrison turns over the tape from
1998, which inciuded the taped messages from Gorecki, to sheriffs
officials, Allegations become public three waoeks before the Republican
primary in which Gorecki was challenging then State's Attomey David
Akemann. Gorecki said she oftered hefp in getting Morrisen's bayfriend a
fob, but denied suggesting a campaign contribations-for-job scheme.

Sugoests the voice on the ans

_March 3; Gorerki tums the focus of the allegations on how the
informaticn was leaked to reporters. She also denies allsgations and
wering machine tape may nat aven be

March 21: Goreckd wins the Republican primary.

Aug. 28: County Board Chairman Nike McCoy releases a transcript of
the answaring maching tapes. -

" Sept. 1: Gorecki holds a pross conference and admits to making the
statements, Kane County Judge Grant Wegner appraves hiring a special .
prosecutor. Akernann requests speclal prosecutor after the lMinols :
Attomey General’s Office and the FBI declined to investigate.

Sept. 8: Wegner appoints Dan Doyle, a former appefiate court judge and
former prosecutor in Winnebago County, as special prosecutor.

0Oct. 24: Doyle ends investigation and issues a report clsaring McCoy and
Martision of wrongdoing and stating that there is not encugh evidence to
pursue criminal charges againist Gorecki. Doyle suggests she face a

 tlisciplinary review and forwards the report to the Illinols Attomey
Registration and Disciplinary Commlssion,

Steffen with a vote

Now. 7: Gorecid wins the general election, defeating Democrat Bub
of 67,527 t0.65,212. .

Feb. 23: The linois Attomey Registration and Disciplinary Commission
files a farmal complaint accusing Goreck] of misconduct. An ingulry
board reviews the complaint ,

May 1: ARDC determines the complaint should proceed to a hearing
board tor a disciplinary hearing. i

Nav, 30: ARDC hearing board hears the case. During the proceeding,
- attomeys for the ARDC recommend & one-year suspension of Gorecki’s
law license while Goreckl's attorneys recommand & censure. -

- April 28: The hearing board issues a report recommending the Minols
Supreme Court suspend Gorecki's law license for six months, The repart
also included 4 dissenting apinidn from ene of the hearing board
members who recommended censuring Goreckl.

$ept. 13: Review board for the commisston hears arguments in
Gorocki's case. As before the hearing board, ARDC attorneys agamh argue
for a one-year suspension of Gorecki's law cense and Gorecki's
attomeys suggest a censure.

Jam, 14: The review board issues a report recommending the llinoks
Supreme Court suspand Goregki's law license for two months.

" Feh. 18: ARDC attorneys ask the llingis Supreme Caurt to review its
argument for a one-year suspension of Gorecki's law license.

March 5: Gorecki's attorneys file documents with the Minois Supreme
Court suggesting a two-month suspension — rather than a censure —
would bg falr punishment. )

May 22: lllingis Supreme Court justices order additional arguments in

- Aurg. 20 Gorecki's casa scheduled te go betare tha lllinls Suprame
Court for aral arguments on Sept. 17. :

Aug, 27: Gorecki announces sie will not seek election o a second term
as state’s attomey. - .

Sept. 17 lllinois Supreme Court justices hear oral arguments in -+~
Garecki's case, Justices take the case under advisement but do not give:
a date when a decision will be rendered.

Nov. 20: lllinois Supreme Courl rutes that Gorecki will be suspended
“trom the practice of law for four months. The effective date remains

" Dec.1: Goreckl petitions the court o detay her suspension until Nov, 30,
2004, her last day in office.

Hinois Supreme Gourt refects Gorecki's request for a detay and
orders the suspension to begin Feb. 1. -

Source: Neves reports, Dalty Harald archives

Kathy Moran remain strong
ossibilities, though neither has  too quickly who will hold the
een approached by McCoy yet. - state’s attomney title in the next

At the state’s attomey’s office  two or three month :

Misnrdar Mamhlas Aanncibnd

He warned against predicting
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Gorecki law license

State’s attorney’s
suspension starts
on Feb. 1, but
status of office
remains unclear

By Daniel Duggan

STAFF WHITER

Thé order issued Tuesday by the
Illinois Supreme Court was clear: Kane
County State’s Attorney Meg Gorecki
will have her law license suspended for
four months starting Feb. 1.

. 'What that suspengion will mean to the
leadership of the office, however, is not
as clear. ‘

Gorecki’s license was suspended aver
a bogus jobs-for-cash scheme she
proposed to a friend in 1998. The issue
followed her into office and has dogged
her since being elected in 2000.

1llinocis Attorney General Lisa
Madigan's office still is working on an

opinioh éxpected to spell out what the’

situation will mean to Gorecki —

- whether she will be forced to step down

for the rest of her term or someone
would be appointed to serve only while
she is suspended. Answers also are
expected on the issue of who would
appoint a successor.
. Madigan spokeswoman Melissa Merz
said Tuesday that the office will finish its
analysis of the situation and issue an
opinion to Deputy Chief Assistant State’s
Attorney Michael Coghlan.

llinois law requires that a state’s
attorney hold a license to practice law.
However, many have said the situation is
in a Jegal gray area because the law that

" governs the suspensions of law licenses

is vague when the suspension is less than
six months,

© Compounding the problem, legal
experts say they cannot remember 2
sitting state’s attorney in Illinois losing a
]aw license before this, meaning there is
no precedent.

County ready to fill post
" Kane County Board Chairman Mike

“If [the attorney general’s office) comes out with something, we

Kane County State’s Attomey Meg Gorecki shares a word with Kane County She

¥

" BEACON NEWS FILE PHOTO

riff Ken Ramsey in this September 2002 photo from

a news conferefice annonncing an arvest in the murder of Ima Braun, Tuesday, the lilinols Supreme Court ruled Gorecki must sur-
render her law license fo; a four-month sospension on Feb. 1. .

McCoy said the legal opinjons he has
been given seem clear that the law states
the county board will appoint a person to
serve out the term. C

“If (the attorney general’s office)
comes out with something, we'll consider
it be said. “But our feeling is that, at the
point when the law license becomes
invalid, a vacancy exists.

“The county board will then declare
that a-vacancy exists and will have 60
days to fill it,” he said.

McCoy alse said the board will move
forward on the vacancy on Feb. 1 if
Madigan’s office does not come out with
a decision.

Kane County First Assistant State’s
Attorney Bob Berlin said the Supreme

'Coin't.’ s ruling will not affect the office’s

operations.
“We'll continue what we're doing and
await an opinion by the attorney general's

.office,” he said. -

Appeals run out

Tuesday’s decision effectively ends
Gorecki’s string of appeals in a 1998
ethics flap.

Last November, the Supreme Court
found that Gorecki violated several
sections of the rules governing Illinois

- attorneys when she left a message for a

friend saying a county job could be
ensured with a campaign contribution.
After an investigation, however, it was
found that no such scheme existed.

-The court still found that proposing a
bribery scheme was a violation, even if
the bribe never took place. )

The November ruling ended a legal
fight that has dragged on since the
matter became public in February 2000.

Gorecki upsuccessfully appealed every
ruling by several Attorney Registration
and Disciplinary Commission bodies,
culminating in ber giving oral arguments
on the matter before the Minois Supreme
Court.s -

Most recently, she requested that the
court postpone her suspension until
November of this year so she could serve
out the rest of her term. The court denied
that request Tuesday with no

- explanation.

'H consider it. But our feeling

is that, at the point when the law license becomes invalid, a vacancy exists. The County Board will

" then declare that a vacancy exists and will have 60 days to fill it.”
Mike McCoy, Kane County Board chairman '
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Lawsuit "
Continued from page 1

“The Kane County Chron-
icle categorically denies Mr.
Thomas' assertions, and we
will zealously defend both free
speech and our newspaper,”
Publisher Mark M. Sweet-
wood said in a statement to
the Chranicle staff.

Thomnas seeks in excess of
$50,000 in damages, claiming

- that the columns “impute the
integrity of Justice Thomas as

_an officer of the Court and im-
pute the integrity of Justice
Thomas in the performance
of his ethical duties as an offi-
cer of the Court,” according to
documents filed Friday 'in
Kane County Circuit Court.

Page linked Thomas to a
so-called Republican conspir-
acy to oust Kane County State’s
Atiomey Meg Gorecki; whose
misconduct case was argued
beforz the state Supreme
Court. The court Nov. 20, 2003,
imposed a-four-month sus-
pension of her Jaw license.

Thomas' attorney, Joseph

\ Power of Chicago, said the for-

mer Bears kicker filed the 20-
page civil suit after repeated

attempts to have the columns
retracted were denied and
after Page sent an e-mail to
the court’s press offices threat-
ening “a nightmare of bad
publicity” if Thomas influ-
enced the Gorecki decision.

“It's not open season on
public officials and when you
spread a pack of lies ... he's left
with no alternative,” Power
said. “How far can the media
go?”

The lawsuit was served
Tuesday.

. Thomas joined the Hlinols
Supreme Court in 2000 and
represents the 2nd District,
which includes Kane, DuPage
and 11 other counties in

.narthern Ilinois.

Rivara, 34, has been man-
aging editor since October’
2001.

Page, 55, owns a consult-
ing firm and has been a part-
time employce at the Chrori-
icle since Septemnber 2001,

“I stand by my columns,”
Pagesaid.

Shaw Suburban Media
Group is a division of Dixon-
based Shaw Newspapers,
which owns the Chronicle, the
Northwest Herald of Crystal
Lake and other newspapers in
Mlinois and Iowa.

. e

Gorecki
Continued from page 1

“The big queston Is,
“What's the impact of a four-
month suspension on a sitting
state’s attorney? " said James
Grogan, a spokesman for the
Tlinois Attorney Registration
and Disciplinary Commission,
which prosecuted Gorecki.

Gorecki is the first sitting
state's attorney disciplined by
the state Supreme Court, and
the future of her administra-
tion could weigh on compo-
nents of the state’s election
code or constitution.

Lisa Madigan has been asked

can return to her job after a
leave of absence or will be

- forced to resign. The legal re-
gearch was stopped when
Goreckd asked for the one-year
delay. :

Madigan spokeswoman
Melissa Merz said the decision
is not ready for release but
would be issued to Assistant
Xane County State’s Attomey
Michael Coghlan, one of
Gorecki's top lieutenants.

*1 imagine it would be re-
leased sometime in the near
future,” Merz said.

Coghlan, Gorecki’s deputy

Hlinois Attorney General-

to determine whether Gorecki -

chiefof the criminal division, is
among a short list of candi-
dates whom McCoy has
tapped to serve in Gorecli’s
absence. .

McCoy would nominate to
the Kane County Board
Gorecki’s potential successor.
The board mmust approve
McCoy’s choice. McCoy did not
return telephone calls for com-
ment.

Just before the 2000
Republican primary, tapes sur-
faced of telephone-calls in
which Gorecki three tirnes sug-
gested that a county. trans-
portation job could be bought
with a denation to McCoy's
campaign fund. None of it was
true.

The cowrt’s one-paragraph
order allows Gorecki to com- |
plete unfinished business be-
fore she must leave her office
and refrain from practicing law
during the suspension. -

OnTuesday, Gorecki wasin
her office at the Judicial Center
in St. Charles and attended
meetings ruost of the day.

Kay Catlin, Gorecki’s long- .
time friend and former cam-
paign manager, said Gorecki
declined te cormment on the
order and instead left an an-
.swering machine message in-
dicating that she would wait
untii Madigan's decision.

]
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Kane County Forest Preservé District officials Tuesday

Township, which contalns 200 feet

authorized condemning the Foxpatch property In St. Gharles
of the Fox River Traii, after negotiations to huy the tand troke down. Alsp ﬂ]ls week,

the district acquired the land su_rroundlng the site. [~1 LI - O /—I' W‘a{

Kane County forest boar

= BT,
JEEF RKNOX/DAILY HERALD
Heraﬂc :

i |

cOndemnS-’FoXpatch land

BY PATRICK WALDRON .
Daily Herald Slaff Writer ’

Neéon’ations arc over.
The tiverfront pioperty known as

Foxpatch and its tiny stretch of the . '
county bike path system have been

surrounded.

And now the Kane County Forest :
Preserve is ready to move in for the kill,

or in this case, the buy. :

In a split vote, forest preserve com-

missiofiers Tuesday opted to condemn

the 1-acre St. Charles Township parcel ! :
on the river's eastern bank, land offi- -

cials say is needed to secure the future
‘of the Fox River Trail.
The family that owns

move is a result of the forest preserve’s
unwillingness to pay a fair price for the
real estate and has nothing to do with
a200-foot strip of path. )

“They don't need us; they have all
the land around us,” said Doug Gill,
the trustee of the family estate that

the land and -
the house that sits on it says the legal

1%

st.Chares
DAILY
HERALD

controls Foxp

" bike path.”
The Gills and forest preserve officials
have been at odds since 2000 when a

atch. “They can move the

15-year lease granting public access 10
that section of the bike trial expired.
Undcr that lease, the forest preserve
paid Lucille Gill $10 a-year for the
path. -

For the last four years, Lucille Gill's
children have been trying to renegoti-
ate for a shorter-term lease that would
pay more money, as much as $1,000a

.” Forest preserve officials rejected
those offers and quickly set their

_ sights'on buying the éntire Gill prop-
e oo

Those talks never amounted to a
deal and broke off this fall

At the same time, the forest preserve
had been working to buy 53 acres of
property on the northern edge of the
former Arthur Andersen-owned
Center For Professional Education,
now called the Q Center.

That $7.2 million deal closed this
week and essentially surrounded the

Sec COHDEMN on PABE 11

Condemn: Nearby land »boughtm

Continued from Poge 1

| Gill property with néw forest

preserve Jand — which in hself
strengthens the county’s case to
condeinn the land under state
guidclines.

Forest Preserve President
John Hoscheit, a St. Charles
Republican, says the Gill por-
tion is still important. He says

moving the bike path would be
difficult because of hills sur-
-rounding Foxpatch. . ‘
Doug Gill says it’s just poor
negotiations and z rip-off to tax-
payers, He says the family has
dropped its price down from
more than $i million to
$445,000 while the forest pre-
serve stays at $350,000, the
amount it was appraised at a

year'ago. .
Gill says the forest preserve's

lack of compromise will end up

costing more in the end.

 And it's all at the expense of

Kane County taxpayers.” he

said.

If-a last minute offer isn't
accepted, legal action to con-
demn the property could come
“inless than two weeks.

- L
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By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — Tri-Cities ray-

o I-1404 Chronicle .
Limes of discontent

Tri-Cities objlect't() county impact fee

ors likely will sue Kane County -

over an impact fee that they say

unfairly inhibits their ability to

attract comumercial develop- |

ment.

By an 18-7 vote Tuesday, the - }
county board approved atrans-. {- . ¢
portation impact fee that Ba- .

tavia Mayor Jeff Schielke, St
Charles Mayor Sue Klinkbamer
and Geneva City Administrator
Phil Page said is unfair.

Schielke hinted that the de-

cision could spark a Jawsuit.
"We will have significant
. meetings arnong tho TH-Cities to
discuss our options,” Schiclke
.said "There's some possibility

that 'we'll form some kind of .

coalition.”

.Governments impose imn-
pact fees to offset the effect of
development. :

The impact fee crdinance
splits the county into eight re-
gions called planning partner-
ship areas.

The areas were used when
the county developed its 2020
land Resource Management
Plan and in its stormwater mar-
agement plan.

: Developments, and espe-
cially commercial developments
within the Tri-Cities PPA will be

assessed much higher fees than

neighboring regions, such as
Aurora -

Schielke noted that the di-
viding line between the Tri-
Cities and Aurora PPAs is the
Aurora Township border, which
he said is 842 feet south of
Batavia's city limit.

See LINES, page 2

A o)

AR -B)

P

=

W
S

) . . o Bob Gerrard — Chronicle phato staff
Top: This sign-marks the Aurora-Batavia boundary line on Kirk Road. Above: Batavia Mayor Jeff Schielke
speaks Tuesday before the county board in opposition to the transportation impact fee ardinance. The
county later approved the fee 187, Officials from Batavia, St. Charles and Geneva now are considering a

* lawsuit against the county, saying that the impact fees are unfair to the '_rri-Cities.
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calling (630) 2329255, Ext. 307.
Groups must have fewer than 20
peaple and tour hours are 8 a.m. to
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Tues. Pick 3 Miooay: 3-6-7
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Tugs. Lime Lovra: 02-04-20-21-29
LoTro JackpoT: $9.5 miliion

How board members voted on the county Impact ree propusai

Yes
1. Dorothy Sanchez, Aurora
3. Ken Griffin, Aurora
4, Penetope Cameren, Aurora
5. William Wyatt, Aurora
6. Paul Greviskes, Aurora
7. Gerald Jones, Aurora
8, Rudy Neuberger, Aurora
10. Doug Weigand, Batavia
15. Barbara Wojnicki, St.
Charles -
17. Deborah Allen, Elgin
18 Donald Welfe, Elgin

"19, Catherine Hurlbut, Elgin
20, Jack Cook, Elgin

21. Lee Barrett, East Dundee
22, Jackie Tredup, Elgin

23. John Novertni,
Carpentersville

24. Margaret Scalfaro,
Carpentersville

25. Bob Xudlicki, Hampshire

No
2. Mary Richards, Aurora

9. Jim Mitchell, North Aurora
11. Robert McConnaughay,
Geneva )
12. John Hoscheit, St. Charles

- 13. Caryl VanOvermeiren, St.

Charles

14. Karen McConnaughay, St.
Charles

26. Jan Carlson, Elburn

Absent
16. Dan Walter, South Elgin

Continued from page 1

A development in Batavia
would generate a fee $350,000
to $400,000 more than aniden-
tical development in Aurora,
Schielke said.

Schielke also noted that the
Tri-Cities is saddled with alarge
proportion of property that
catinot be developed, such as
the long stretch of Fabyan
Parkway that fronts Setiler's Hill
Golf Course and the Kane
Courity Jail and the east side of
Kirk Road owned by Fermilab.

The impact fee ordinance
“doesn’t grant us much credit.
The Tri-Cities is trying to seek
some adjustment in the fee
schedule,” hesaid..

- Page argued that the
cities require developers to
pay for upfront road im-
provements before they are.
granted building. permits,
such as the $1.1 million that
the developers of Geneva
Commons paid for Randall
Road imprevements.

He said the fee’structure
will force developers to move
west, which would create more
congestion and sprawl. !

"Wefeel the methodology is
unfair,” Page said. -

Klinkhamer said the St
Charles City Council on
Mcnday adopted a resolution
opposing the ordinance.

“This puts us at areal disad-

vantage, especially with South
Elgin,” Klinkhamer said.
- - Those gn the county board
who support the fees argued
that the county needs $350 mil-
lion in road improvernents and
will collect $2.6 million a year
from the fees.

County board Chairman
Mike McCoy said the fees will
cover about 8 percent of the
needed projects. .

“Were doing this for exist-
ing citizens. We arert doing this
for developers or dealmakers or
city fathers,” McCoy said. "As a
citizen who uses the roads, I'd
want to live in the area of the
highest impact fee."

The fees must be spentin’

the PPA in which they were col-
lected. -

Donald Wolfe, R-Elgin, said
the fee structure was estab-
lished = according to state
statutes that establish the num-
bher of cars and the length of

2 STICL « MRS » Eﬂ'l'S!ﬂ]? « SH11S + SIRTICE

'Lines: Money to be used for transportation

County impact fees
: Convenience

ice area Single-fami use” market™ *
Aurora 5156 51,661
Campton Hills $1,780 $5,226
Greater Elgin $297 $3,326
Northwest S424 5946
Southwest 5965 56,790
TriCities $1,249 $11,145
Upper Fox $356 53,152
West Central $297 51,571
*per unit

“*ner 1,000 square feet

Source: Kane County

their trips on county highways.

“This formula is inherently
fair,” Wolfe said. *You may not
like the bouhdaries, but there's
going to be lines somewhere.”

Douglas Weigand was the
only board member from the
Tri-Cities to support the ordi-
nance.

“I was leaning toward vot-
ing ‘ne’ until I sat in traffic on
Randall Road coming here,”

* Weigand said. “I am tired of sit-

ting in traffic over and over in
my comnunity.” )

Orther Tri-Cities representa-
tives argued against the impact
fee. -

john  Hoscheit, R-5t
Charles, noted that the dividing
line between the Tri-Cities and

" Campton Hills PPA is Randall

Road. A commercial develop-
ment on the east side of
Randall'would generate a fee
twice as much as one on the
west side.

“T don't care wherg you are
on Randall Road, you should
pay the same impact fee”
Hoscheit said.

Former  Transportation
Committee Chairman Karen
McConnaughay, R-St. Charles,
said she supports the concept
of impact feesbut said the ordi-
nance’s commercial compo-
nent discourages cconomic de-
velopment, which huris tax-
payers by placing more of a tax
burden on residents. -

She said she supports sepa-
rating the cornmercial and resi-
dential components of the ot-
dinance and re-evaluating the
commercial side.

~ MRS « GGU 1P » SIS » SYRNIEI - PARES - 00 e - JIs 2,

Kane County planning
partnership areas

"ot Morwinge — Nara Cousy Chroricle

“When you create an un-
even playing Geld for economic
development, you're hurting
the taxpayers,” she said.

Transportation Comumittee
Chaitman’ William Wyatt, R-
Aurora, said the alternative for
revenue is increasing the gas
tax Or property tax.

“If you want to be the driv-
ing force behind the tax, getbe-
hind it,” Wyatt said.

Mary Richards, R-Aurora, -
Jim Mitchell, R-North Aurora,
Robert McConnaughay, R-
Geneva, Hoscheit, Caryl Van-
Overmeiren, R-St. Charlés,
Karen McConnaughay and Jan
Carlson, R-Elbum, voted “no.”

Dan Walter, R-South Elgin,
was present for the discussion:
but absent for the vote.
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~ columnist

justice sues -
Chronicle

~ BY PATRICK WALDRON
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Tllinois Supfeme Court Justice

Robert Thomas of West- Chicago

has filed a defamation lawsuit
against.a suburban newspaper
columnist who wrote that
Thomas was unfair in the han-
dling of Kane County State’s
Attorney Meg Gorecki's disci-
_pline case. S
The libel suit, filed Friday in
Kane County Court; claims Bill

Page, a columnist for the Kane |

County Chronicie, damaged
Thomas' reputation by accusing
the justice of securing a political
endorsement for a Kane County
judge candidate in exchange for
a lighiter punishment against

" Gorecki. 2
" “This was never Justice
- Thomas' case and he had no
vendetta against Gorecld,” said
,:{homas’ attorney, Joseph Power.
Everything in the articles was

unirue” :

The suit also names the
paper’s parent campany, Shaw
Suburban Media Group, a divi-
sion of Dixon, Ill.-based Shaw
Newspapers, and Chronicle
Managing Editor Greg Rivara as
defendants. Shaw also publishes
the Northwest Herald. Rivara’

-was named for his refusal to

print retractions when the.
_columns were objected to,

_Power said. :

Thomas, a former Chicago |

Bears place-kicker, is seeking
more than $50,000 in damages.
But that sports notoriety plus his

status as a justice means he'll |

have a higher legal threshold to

-meet to prove libel, as the law |

affords more protection to pri-
vate citizens than public fisures.

"Thomas" suit claims he was -
defamed in three editorial page -
columns published May 15, May
20 and Nov. 20 last year. The
columns had to do with
Thomas’ tole as a one of seven
justices considering the punish-
ment for Gorecki in her ethics
violation case brought by the
Attorney Registration and Disci-
plinary Comrmission in 2002.

The Illinois Supreme Court |:
acts as the final authority in
lawyer discipline cases. -~ - |1

Gorecki’s case. ended this
week with the court ordering the
four-month suspension--of |
Gorecki effective Feb. 1. - = [i

In the columns, Page painted.
Thomas as a biased judge and a.
political enemy of Gorecki-
during last year's deliberations
about what punishrnent, if any,
she would receive for suggesting -
a bribes-for-jobs scheme in |
1998. Page wrote that Thomas | °
tried to influence the court to
disbar Gorecki or suspend her -
license forayear. . = -

He compromised on the four-
month suspension, Page wrote
in his columns, when Thomas
was promised support for Kane
County Judge Robert Spence’s
judicial campaign. Thomas
denies the allegations of bias or
political trades. :

~ “Justice Thomas neyer tried to

influence his Supreme Court
colleagues with respect to length
or severity of the sanctions in
the Meg Gorecki case,” Power
wrote in the suit. ‘

In a one-sentence statement,
the paper stood by its columnist.

“The Kane County Chronicle
categorically denies Mr. |:

Thomas’ assertions and will |:

zealously defend our newspa-

per,” Chronicle Publisher Mark

Sweetwood said. ‘ .

Page did not return a phone

call seeking comment. ,

R N
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New

fortherecord

The :Beacon News tries to be"c.z-;.-cu-
rate and fair in every story if pub-
lishes. When a mistake occurs, we

“want to fix it. To report errors,

call the managing editor at
844-5881.

m A story Wednesday incorrect-
ly identified Becky Morganegg’s
position with the Kendall Coun-
ty court system. Morganegg is

- the Kendall County court admin-

istrator and not an employee of
the circuit clerk. Morganegg is
seeking the Republican nomina-
tion for circuit clerk in the
March primary election.

- recentdeaths

Obituaries / Page A8

" Benjamin, Daniel James, 73, -

Montgomery
Bennett, Nefl, 69, Aurora

. Feldott, Chris Paul, 91, Aurora

Goldsberry, Raymond B., 92,
Sandwich

Hurey, Baine F., 66, Geneva

King, Kirk D., 41, formerly Aurora

‘Knickerbocker, Genevieve

“Reddi,” 95, Sarasota, Fla.
Markowskl, Kristine, 35, Batavia

-Mayer, Betty, 71, Oswego

Pellock, Roslyn, 89
Tomlin, Juanita §., 94, Aurora

The Beacon News
= A Hollinger

~

GORECKI
From page Al
who lived onty houses away from the

- teenager.

Prosecutors are expected to base
their case around Minniti's taped
confession and DNA evidence
collected fromn Braun's home.

“We're certainly completely up to
speed on it,” said Assistant State’s
Attorney Joseph Cullen, who is
expected to lead the prosecution. “I
kmow this case inside and out.”

Three prosecutors, including
Gorecki, have been assigned to the
Minniti case throughout. Most cases
are tried using two prosecutors,
although Gorecki’s office said the
embdttled state’s attorney’s legal
woes had nothing to do with adding
the extra hand — Assistant State's
Attorney Divya Sarang, who has
specialized in juvenile prosecutions.

Criminal Chief Jody Gleason said
the complexity of some cases
requires additional help.

Kane County Public Defender
David Kliment, who is Minniti's
attorney, said he plans to proceed to
trial as scheduled. A decision on
whether to seek a jury or bench trial
has not been made, he said.

“I can't imagine that they went
into this thing without that
possibility (of a law-license
suspension) in mind,” Kliment said.

"‘Meanwhile, a day after the Illinois

Supreme Court announced the first- -

term Republican’s suspension over a
bogus jobsfor-cash scheme, county
officials were still grappling with
what to do next. ‘

County Board Chairman Mike

McCoy said the interpretations of
the law given to him make it clear
the County Board will be able to
declare a vacancy in Gorecki's office,
then appoint someone to fill the
unexpired term within 60 days.

But with the next meeting of the

board scheduled for Feb, 10, a gap

will exist between when Gorecki's
suspension starts and when the
board votes. When asked what will
happen during the gap in time,
McCoy said he is not sure. ‘
. “We're looking into that,” he said.
“There has to be some provision for
that, because there could be a
situation where the state’s attorney
has a heart attack and dies.”

" McCoy has been working with
Aurora attorney Patrick Kinnally on
a solution. Kinnally could not be

" reached for comment Wednesday.

Several options have been
suggested.

A meeting of the County Board
could be called closer to Gorecki’s
suspension date or another person
could be appointed by 16th Circuit
Chief Judge Philip DiMarzio to serve
during the interim period; McCoy
said. ‘

The law appears to give the
County Board power 6 appoint after
the vacancy, but he said the
authority to make an appointment
before the vacancy is declared might
go to DiMarzio, who declined
comment Wednesday.

McCoy has said, however, he will
take an opinion by the Illinois
attorney general’s office into
account. It is not known when that
opinion will be available.

Staff writer Dan Duggan '
contributed to this report.
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Coroner, candidate
accuse each other

of being

negligent |

1-15-08 Chron:cle
Elgin physician: West did not
order sufficient tests for patient

By PAUL ROCK
and ADAM KOVAC
Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — A candidate
for Kane County coroner has
accused incumbent Charles
West of botching a death in-
vestigation he claims might
have led to criminal charges.

Bob Tiballi, an Elgin physi-
cian, said Wednesday that
West did not order sufficient
tests for one of Tiballi's pa-
tients who had cocaine in her
system when she died while
hospitalized after a stroke.
Evidence showed that the in-
capacitated woman ingested
the drug while she was in the
hospital.

West refuted the allega-
tions and maintained that

Tiballi was negligent because

he failed to notify authbrities
when the drug was detected
hours before the woman
died. .

Tiballi and West are in a
three-way race that includes
Stan Hickrod, an East Dundee
crematorium owner, for the
Republican nomination in the
March 16 GOP primary.

The allegations, leveled at
a meeting between the three
candidates at the Kane County
Chronicle, are the latest in a
series of campaign salvos that
until Wednesday were limited

to Hickrod challenging West.

“This was sloppy coroner’s
work,” Tiballi said of the death
investigation after the woman
died Feb. 20, 2001.

Elgin police were called to -

investigate the woman'’s
death, which occurred 17 days
after she was admitted to
Sherman Hospital after she
suffered a cocaine-related
stroke in her home, according
10 coroner’s documents,

A drug test when the
woman, who is not being
identified, was admitted de-
tected cocaine in her urine.
The drug was found again as
her health began to rapidly
deteriorate the day before she
died. ‘

At a coroner’s inquest that
May, West said the presence of
cocaine while the woman was
partially paralyzed and could
not talk or feed herself trig-
gered “concern about the cir-
cumstances surrounding her
death,” the documents show.

Elgin police Detective Biil
Wolf testified at the inquest
that investigators think the
woman was given cocaine
sometime in the three days
before she died, possibly
through a feeding or intra-
venous tube while in the
hospital.

See CORONER, page 2

X—
Coroner

Continued from page 1

“Its not something that
‘normally happens when
somebody's inside of a hospi-
tal,” Wolf told a coroner’s jury.

The jury ruled that the
woman died from comiplica-
tions of a- cocaine-related
stroke, but could not deter-
mine if the death was natural
or a homicide. |

Criminal charges were
never filed in the case, in part
because the woman's family
would not cooperate with in-
vestigators, according to a
transcript of the inquest, ]

Tiballi claims that West
should have conducted addi-
tional tests during the woman's
autopsy that could have led to
criminal . charges against
whomever allegedly gave co-
caine to his patient.

ButWest maintains that his
office conducted a thorough
investigation and leveled his
own allegations that Tiballi

should have contacted police
sooner when he learned of the
continuing drug use. He fur-

" ther stated that it is not within

his power to file criminal
charges and emphasized that
authority lies anly with the
Kane County State’s Attorney’s
Office. - = . -

“He documented a rise in
her cocaine levels, and he did
nothing,” West said. “He has a
legal and ethical responsibility
to do something.”

However, Tiballi said the
final drug test results were not
available until after the woman
died. | .

Tiballi  recently. . had
avoided trading political blows
in the heated primary that ap-
pears focused on West’s ad-
ministration and Hickrod’s po-
tential to profit from helding
the post. .

In the last three months,
West and Hickrod have traded
Freedom of Information Act
requests seeking records from
West's office and Hickrod's
business, which Hickrod has
said he will vacate if elected.
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So long, Klink

I don't often use this space for personal
messages, but today I'm making an
exception to give a salute to a friend.
Friday, St. Charles Police Cmdr. Dan
Klinkhamer will wrap up a 29-year career
with the department, and it’s been an
interesting, if not occasionally bumpy, run.

Over the years, Dan has been involved

in every facet of police work, from street
patrol to investigations to administration,
Although he always kept up with '
technology, Dan was decidedly “old
school” when it came to his approach to
the job. A strong work ethic, dogged
pursuit of details and knowledge of the
community were the tools Dan used to
close literally thousands of investigations.

In addition, Dan was particularly =
skilled as a hostage negotiator and used
that talent to end five situations where the
subjects were barricaded. I don't know if
there's a connection, but in addition to
being able to talk people into giving up,
for some reason Dan also was the guy
criminals would search out when they
wanted to turn themselves in,

' Itwon't be easy for the St. Charles
Police Department to replace Dan
Klinkhamer; the job is different now and
50 are some of the younger men and -
women in uniform. Dan always has lived
in town, his kids went to school here and
obviouslyhis wife seems to have a sense
of civic involvement, too.

That isn't the case anymore. Officers
live up to 25 miles away and few have any
ties to the city beyond their job. When
they punch out, they leave town, but that
never was the case with Dan. St. Charles
always has been more to him than a place
to earn a paycheck, it's his home. His
telephone number was listed, and he
often took calls from neighbors, parents
and other citizens who needed to talk to a
cop who would listen,

1suppose I should be glad that Dan’s
retiring because it means we'll be able to
get in a few more games of racquetball,
but the man is left-handed and has a
wicked backhand. More on-court
humiliation I don't need. (Not that
Tetirement means Dan will be slowing
down much. He'll continue his gig as
director of security for the Kane County

/ .
Cougars, and he is weighing a few other
offers as well.) ‘ )

Ithas been a good run for Dan, but it
is time to move to the next challenge.
Thanks, Klink, St. Charles is a better place
because of you.

LR

Well now... hasn't it been an
interesting news week? A lot of stories
broke that will have far-reaching impact
on the county and we'll have our work eut
out just trying to keep up. ..

The llinois Supreme Court’s Imposed
a four-month lawlicense suspension on
Meg Goreck, effective Feb. 1. However,
that doesn't answer all the questions that
need answers in this affair. Does the
suspension mean Gorecki must give up
her job? Can she stay on as an
administrator? If she hds to leave, is she
entitled to-return to the office she
rightfully won in an election after the
suspension is through? And so on. Most of
these questions have to be answered by
Attorney General Lisa Madigar's office,
but so far, none have, leaving the situation
up in the air.

Not that any of those questions seem
to bother county board Chairman Mike
McCoy, who already is moving to replace
Gorecki. It would be nice if McCoy would
wait for guidance from Madigan; that way
we'd know the right decision had been
made, = .

L&

Speaking of McCoy’s decisions, what
was behind his push to implement a
county transportation impact fee
schedule that brutalizes the Tri-Cities?

The new fees are 10 times higher in the
Tri-Cities than Aurora, four times higher
than Elgin, and three times more than the
northwest sector of Kane County. That
much disparity will have a chilling effect
on business growth— and by extension,
tax revenues to cities — in the affected -
zones. This was not a well-thought out
action, but it is of a type that is becoming
increasingly the norm as McCoy enters his
last few months in office.

B Bill Page lives in St. Charles and
writes about local issues on Tuesday and
Thursday. Calls and e-mails answered at
(630) 584-0809 or wpage@mediawerks.org,
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Now, it again.
is time to
turn to Kane
County and
what
happens to
its 400,000
residents
now that the

chief law

enforcement -
officer is in
" limbo.

/-15-0Y
Ohnoﬂ cle

eg Gorecki must va-
cate her position as
Kane County state's

attorney on Feb. 1, _
Thatis the day the Hllinois
Supreme Court has deter-

mined in refusing to consider

Gorecki’s request to have her
law license suspension de.-
layed until November, when
she would leave office after
the electoral cycle.

Gorecki’s law license was
suspended for four months
after she left messages on an
answering machine suggest-
ing a county highway depart-
ment job could be had in ex-
changefora campaign dona-
tion. Nothing ever came of the
suggestion, and Gorecld later
said she made up the story.

Goreck’s troubles have
been well-documented. .
Sorne would say overly so.
Now, it again is time to turn to
Kane County and what hap-
pens to its 400,000 residents
now that the chieflaw en-
forcement officer is in limbo,

Unfortunately, there are

‘o answers,

Attorney General Lisa
Madigan'’s office still.has not
said whether Gorecki can re-
turn to office after serving the
suspension. Another possibil-
ity, albeit remote, is that
Gorecki could continue her
administrative duties and not
practice law, Her position .
largely is administrative.

We still are confused why
Madigan's office has not had a
reply in hand to the questions
that have been asked for

amage is done

nearly one year, Choosing to
not be in front of the
Supreme Court’s decision
might be polite in the politi-
cal arena, but it does a dis.-
service to Kane County. -

Madigan's office has given
Kane County Board
Chairman Mike MecCuoy no re-
course other than to be pre-
pared for a vacancy. McCoy
would submit possible re-
placemeénts for the county
board’s approval to fill what-
€Ver vacancy exists given
Gorecki’s suspension.

Some might believe it un-
seemly that McCoy already
has set Feb. 10 as the day he
would declare Gorecki's office
vacant. However, not havinga
plan in place would further
harm Kane County.

And that is where our
thoughts must be today.

The damage has been
done regarding Gorecki, She
made a poor decision to Jeave
the taped messages. She
compounded that poor deci-

‘sion by denying the allega-

tions. She inexplicably did
notrespond to public in-
quiries nor refute the criti-
cisms of her enemies,

She did nothing to stop
the speeding train careening
off the tracks,

Kane County residents
continue to be the passengers
in that train. It would be wise
if everyone else involved
would remember that simnple
fact and act accordingly.

less,

Kane County deserves no
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Child waiting room
at Kane courthouse
is up and running

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — The child wait-
ing room is open at the Kane
County Judicial Center, and the
Finance  Committee  on
Wednesday established its op-
erating budget.

Court administrator
Douglas Naughton said next
year’s cost will be $70,200 and
he expects $72,200 in revenue.

The revenue figure might
be low, Naughton said, consid-
ering the amount of money
brought in 2003.

“That’s a conservative guess
considering we got $77,600 last
year,” Naughton said,

The money to pay for the
child waiting room comes from
an added 3$5 tacked on civil
case filing fees.

- The county board in August
2002 approved the $5 fee in-
crease, which the state legisla-
ture allows for establishing
courthouse child waiting
rooms.

The bulk of the expenses,
$68,200, will be paid to Jane
Stover Easter Seals, the agency
hired to operate the waiting
room,

Because the waiting room
opened last week, Naughton
said there has not been time to
evaluate its effectiveness.
During last week and the first

part of this week attendance
has averaged two to three, he
said, with a high of seven.

The waiting room is on the
Judicial Center’s lower level at
the back of the cafeteria.

The waiting room was the
idea of the Kane County Bar
Association Foundation,
which proposed it two years
ago. '

Its purpose is to have a
place for youngsters while
their parents are in court, as
well as a refuge for children
away from the seamier side of

the day-to-day activities at the

courthouse.

Naughton said more chil-
dren are in the courthouse on
Thursdays and Fridays when
judges hold sentencing hear-
ings. Often entire families of
both defendants and victims
come to court to hear the sen-
tences read, he said.

The waiting room is not a
day-care center, which would
operate under tougher legal re-
strictions. '

Parents are able to drop a
child or children off and receive
a wrist band. Only by showing
the wrist band is the child
turned over, l

The bar association foun-:
dation conducted a survey and
found an average of 12 to 15
children ages 2 to 12 would use
the facility each day.
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J ust1ce ﬁles
suit against
newspapetr,

scolumnist .
i d-150Y BorCon
Bynamel Duggan- /7@&5

"‘sErAFF WRITER
iy An Tllinois Supreme Court justice

=iS suing an area newspaper, claim- -

;1ing several recent opinion columns
»were defamatory.

t,r. Robert Thomas, the Supreme
1Court justice representing the dis-
wfrict that includes the Fox Valley,
:,filed the four-count civil suit in Kane
County’'s 16th c
Judicial Circuit @
.,Court last week |
agamst local |

. polummst Rill
Page and the

Kane County
eC hronicle,
yyhmh publish-
5 s his columfis. &

agt . The suit aiso Mlinois Supreme
,,names Shaw Court justice
“Suburban Robert Thomasis
_Media Group, siing the Kane

’ whxch owns the Counly Ghromele
newspaper
In the 20-page complaint,
Thomas attorney, Joseph Power of
Chlcago claims Page falsely por-
trayed Thomas' involvement in the
Yecent action to suspend Kane

?County State’s Attorney Meg
Goreclu’s license to practice law. He

“also claims Page’s columns-tar-.

“hished his reputation as a justice of
the state’s high coutt.
#L:The suit references three
colunms Page wrote about motiva-
“ions for the punishment Gorecki
Dtéceived from the Supreme Court in
November. The court found she vio-
lated the ethics rules for attorneys
%vhen she left messages on a
¥ ';'end’s answering machine, laying
ut aplan to get a transportation job
y making polmcal donations.

| B -in Page’s columns, he claimed

#d homas was part of a GOP conspir-

cy to punish Gorecki for taking on-
fellow Republican David Akemann
o the 2000 primarty election. Page
iso implied that Thomas influ-
thced other justices in making the
decision to suspend Gorecki’s law 1i-

an attempt to help a ]udlcm] candi--
date.
;Page also sent an e-mml to the
Supreme Court’s press office, say-

ing the entire court would face a

“nightmare of bad publicity” if
Thomas were to influence the deci-

sion of the justices; according to the-
lawsuit, o

Thomas’ complaint states Page’s

| #columns were “false or authored
g with a reckless disregard for their
atruth or falsity,” with “malice to-
‘ Yiards the reputation of Justicé

omas.”
Thomas is seeking damages in
xcess of $50,000 for each of the
ttwo counts of defamation and the-
-:two counts of “false light.”
Retractions for the columns were.
‘ ,,requested but nothing was run’in

faction was followed by ‘another
¢ story.
- -“This really leaves (Thomas)
w1th no other avenue,” Power said.
“They spread a pack of lies about
iwhim, He’s not looking to pick a ﬁght,
| ’but what else can he do?

; “They’re saying he’s a vindictive,” '

smallminded person who will trade

"lns vote to help a friend. It's as bad -
sas what Gorecki was charged with,

aand it’s false,” Power added. -
. Kane County Chronicle Publish-
er Mark M. Sweetwood issued 2
abnef staternent on the lawsuit by e-
18 mail Wednesday.
3 “The Kane County Chronicle cat-
egorically denies Mr. Thomas’ as-
Esertions and we will zealously de-
Efend our newspaper,” he said.

'3!-1

cense for four months, partly out of- .

3the newspaper, Power said, and that -
2
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County officials sending
grant money back to state

By Steve Lord -

. 'STAFF WRITER .
- GENEVA — When is a state grant nota

_ state grant? ‘ ‘
When it is not spent, apparently.
Kane County officials are sending a
$13,672 Local Law Enforcement Block
Grant back to the state of Hlinois because
.- no one can find any proof it ever was used.
© “We tried to get information from the
- state with absolutely no luck,” Cheryl Pat-
.. telli, Kane County finance director, told the
County Board Finance and Budget Com-
mittée Wednesday. “There are no files on
it. We have concluded it was not spent be-
cause there is no evidence it was spent.”
So the county will send the money back.
Pattelli said it will come from county con-
tingency funds because it would be impos-
sible to find out what fund the grant money
wentinto. -

The situation dates back to 1998, when
the county got two Local Law Enforcement
Block Grants at the same time. One was

‘for $13,604, and the other for $13,672. Pat-
- telli theorized the grants got confused be-

cause they were for.almost the same
amount. ) '
“There was some sort of mix-up when
they were received,” she said. :
Pattelli also told the Finance Committee
Wednesday that, while final 2003 budget
figures are not available, it appears the

-county is “going to be in a better situation”

than was projected last September.
“It seems revenue was higher, and ex-

~ penditures lower,” she said. Committee

members told Pattelli they want to see a list

of the departments that overspent budgets -

for 2003. She said the list probably will be

- no surprise to committee members. -
“Most departments that overspent have

come to you at some time,” she said.

. —————

S

— /-/5-07
More layo

DTt HErale

s a possibility in county offices

By TONA KUNZ

" Daily Herald Staff Writer

'The employee exodus that
began last year in DuPage

County government may not be.

over. . - )
County board Chairman

Robert Schillerstrom says his
main priority for 2004-is contin-
uing to streamline county
government. - S
Last year, 304 of the county’s

4,300 workers opted to leave -

under a buyout agreement.
- Officials left another 37 posi

_ ﬁons vacant throﬁgh atfritiqn
“and laid off 18 people, mostly in

information technology and a
department that serves low-
income families.

They said the cuts were need-
ed to help slice $23 million from

- the county budget.
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Thursday was the last day for
local governments to file with coun-
ty clerks to get referendums on the
March 16 primary election ballot

Issues that will be on the ballot in
Kane, Kendall, DuPage, Will,
DeKalb and LaSalle counties:
= Aurora Township: Advise the leg-
islature to raise state income tax for
those individuals who make more
than a quarter-million dollars a year?
m Big Rack Township: Shall the
township increase the property tax
extension limitation from 5 percent
up to 39.55 percent for the
2003-2004 levy year?

m Blackberry Township Road Dis-

trict: Shall the district increase the -

property tax rate from .1650 percent
up to 3300 pervent for road purposes?
m DeKalb County: Shall the county
" be authorized to impose a public
safety tax at the rate of one-half of
one percent upon alf retail sales for
crime prevention, detention, and
other public safety purposes?
m Geneva School District: Shall the
district issue bonds in the amount of
*$48,972,121 for the purpose of build-
ing one new middie school and
maintaining existing buildings?
m Geneva School District: Shall the
district increase the tax rate from
3.08 percent to 3.43 percent?
a Hinckley Fire Protection District:
Shall the extension limitation under

the property tax extension limita- -

tion law be incteased from 2.4 per-
cent to 60.264 percent for the 2003
levy year?

m Minooka High Schoul District:
Shalt the district build and equip a
new high school building and issue

-l b- 0y Beacon Teio |
| Varlety of referendums on March ballot

bonds to the amount of $28.4 miIhon?
m Minooka School District: Shall
the maximurmn annual tax rate for ed-
ucational purposes be increased
and established at 2.17 percent, in-
stead of 1.62 percent, the present
maximum rate?

& Minooka School District: Shail
the district build and equip an addi-

_tion to Minooka Junior High School
and build and equip an elementary

school building, and issue bonds to
the amount of $15.5 million?

m North Aurora: Shall the village con-
dugct future elections for all village of
fices as non-partisan elections?

m North Aurora Fire Protection Dis-
frict; Shall the Deer Oaks subdivi-

. sion be disconnected from the

Batavia & Countryside Fire Protec-
tion District and annexed into the
North Aurora & Countryside Fire
Protection District?

m Oswego Public Library District:
Shall the bonds of the Library Dig-
trict in the amount of §16.5 million
be issued for the purpose of pur-
chasing sites for erecting library
buildings, building an addition to
and repairing, remodeling and im-
proving the exasting library building,
furnishing necessary equipment, ac-
quiring library materials and elec-
tronic data storage and retrieval fa-
cilities and providing for the pay-
ment of 2 mortgage executed to pay
costs of library improvements?

m Sandwich Fire Protection District:
Shall the Fire Protection District
levy a special tax at a rate not fo ex-
ceed .30 percent for the purpose of
praviding ambulance services?

m Sugar Grove Public Library Dis-
trict: Shall the extension limitation
under the property tax limitation
law be increased from 1.9 percent to

76 percent for the 2004 levy year?

= Town & Country Library District
(Elburn): Shall the annual public li-
brary tax rate be established at .19
percent instead of .15 percent?

m Virgil Township: Shall the equal- -
ized assessed valuation on taxable
property be increased from .165
percent to 2 maximum of .330 per-
cent for road purposes?

m Virgil Township: Shall the exten-
sion imitation under the property tax
limitation law for the road fund be in-
creased from 2.4 percent to 198.18
percent for the 2004 tax levy year?

® Warrenville; Shall the city of War-
renville be a home rule unit?

® West Chicage Mosquite Abate-
ment District: Shall the extension
limitation under the property tax
limitation law for the district be in-
creased from 1.9 percent to 70 per-
cent for the 2004 levy year?

]
- Tr
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Retiring animal .

warden honored

I-16-04 Peaton

BEACON NEWS STAFF .

GENEVA — As Phil Zavitz walked to-
ward the front of the Kane County Board

" room this weelk, Board Chairman Milke

McCoy quickly pointed out that two news
photographers were following him.

- “See?” McCoy said, “Wherever Phil
shows up, there's dlways cameras.”

That observation even made it into the
official resolution the County Board passed
this week to honor Za-
vitz, who is retiring
after 13 yeats in the
Animal Control office.

Before = joining
Kane's Animal Control
office, he spent 14
years answering calls
for animals in distress,
or humans in distress }/: (5%
because of animals, =
throughout the Tri- Phil Zavitz was

Lo

" Cities, ever since he honored Thursday C

started helping St. by the Kane
Charles’ animal-con- County Board.
trol officer. :

And, yes, it seems his photo has made it
" into the newspapers a few times, with

every kind of animal, including deer, baby
squirrels, a lynx, pythons, alligators,

lizards, dogs, donkeys, chickens, servals,

hobcats and coyotes.

“Phil has had more photographs in the
" county’s newspapers than any other county

" employee, appearing with various animals

1. he has saved, and some of them were al-

most as photogenic as liis elfin self,” read
part of the County Board resolution.
The official document also noted Zavitz’

“dedication to his duty is surpassed only by
his willingness to serve the community in

iniumerable volunteer efforts.”

After a standing ovation from the board
and those attending the meeting, Zavitz
called the resolution “quite an honor.” But e
he added that it belongs as much to the

“Animal Control team” as to him.

“Like I always said, when you care to
send the very best, call Animal Control,” he

said.
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Aurora mayoral candidate Bill
‘Wyattis underwriting the
admission fee for the Paramount
Tl_1ea1re offerings of “Tuesday
Nights at the Movies” Tuesday
to Feb, 24,
. The Paramount selected three
_“movies by Alfred Hitchcock and
" three romantic classics.
"+ Psycho will be shown at 7:30 -
- pm. Tuesday at the theater, 23
E. Galena Blvd. in Aurora. The

.1~ remaining movies are: The

' " Birds, North by Northwest,

{ - Casablanca, Doctor Zhivago and
\ . The Philadelphia Story. B
v * Voter registration will be held
" in the lobby of the theater,

; whe;e Wryatt will greet

‘'  moviegoers.

| Call (530) 896-6666.

, Local candidates are invited to
submut items about endorsements,
Jund-raisers, debates, '
appearances or other campaign
activities to Election Watch. Mail
uems to: Election Watch, The

i Beacon News, 101 S. River St

Aurora 60506. Fax (630)
. 844-1043. Or esmail _
beaconourtowns@scn 1. com
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GORECKI:
.
Messages,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
her administration aver since.
In the messages, Gorecki indt
cated in blunt language that
Board Chairman Mike McCoy
could be bribed into providing a
county job. ’
She compounded the problem
by denying that she had made
the statements contained on the
tape. She later was forced to ad-
mit the words were hers when
McCoy released a transcript.
Sheultimately said she made up
the whole story about a kick-

vaek scheme, but sait she had
no explanation why.

Suspension without delay
On Feb. 1, with 10 months re-

* malning in her four-year term,

Gorecki is likely to be forced
from office based on a Supreme
Court order last week. In it, the
court denjed without comment
her petition to delay the four-
month suspension of her law li-
cense until her term expires.

McCoy will ask the County
Board to decare her job vacant,
starting the process to find a
guccessor, likely ending her ten-
ure Bs state's attorney and
throwing into questicn a politi-
cal future that had been flled
with promise.

The court erdered the suspen-
sion for fabricating the Kick-
back seenario, Subsequent in-
vestigations by a special prose-
cutor and others shawed there

.wasno such scheme—no one ev-

er got 8 job, and no meney
changed hands.

Supreme Cowrt Justice Mary
Ann . McMorrow acknowi-
edged in the court’s Nov. 20 opin-
ion that Goveckl “did not com-
mit any crime, she teok no mon-
gy, and she took no actton tofur-
ther a brlbery or kickback
scheme.” But, in the court's
opinten, she did “undermine
pubtic corfidence in the integri-
ty of the government” by saying
one extsted. .

Goreclti's breach of profes-
slonal ethics was Inconsistent
with what otherwise “appears
to be an exemplary life devoted
to assisting others,” MeMarrow
noted in her ruling.

Others who know her and
work with her say the same.

Kane County Board member
Doug Weigand, a Republican
from Ratavia, called Gorecki
“probably-the most dedlcated,

_ Ara unrs == dm =nnd #a cavara pain?

hard-working” elected county
official he has seen.
“Everything that I've learned
about Meg Goreckl, the persan,
the professional, the lawyer,
doesn't match up with what
happened as far a5 the tape and
the comsequences,” sald Wei-
gand, a 12-year board member
whohasgerved on the Judiclary
Committee for much of that

time. “The personal price she,

has patd, in all aspects of her
Life, has exceeded what justice
required.”

in mid-February 2000, the tel- :
ephona message tapes surfaced

in the office of Kane County
Sherifl Ken Ramsey when the
friond Goreckl had talked with
In 1998, a deputy sheriff, turned
them over. Their contents were
leaked to & ocal nawspaper just
weeks before the hotly contest-
ed Republican primary

The messages appeared to
convey that a campaign dona-
tlon to McGoy would be a quid
pra quo to get a county Job.

“Ypu know, offer hin themen-
ey, you know,” she says on the
tape. “You make ‘campalgn con-
tributlons.’ That's what I meant
o say . . . [laughsl.”

A promising start

Smart, bard-nosed, energetic,
engaglng and focused, Goreckl
had what it toak to challenge in-
cumbent state's attorney, David
Alkemann, her former boss. She
had been preparing for the job
for most of her adult life,

A lifelong resident of Kane
County, Gorecki showed an In-
terest in politics from the time
ske graduated from Rosary
High School in Aurora ahd en-
rolled in Tufts University, a lib-
eral-arts college near Boston.
During coliege, she majored in
political science and warked for
the late Congressman John
Grotberg, a Republican frot St,
Charles.

Wwhile at John Marshatl Law
Schaol in Chicago, she had an
internship at the Kano County
state's attorney’s office. In 1891,
Gorecki, who boasted in cam-
palmn lterature of her perfect
GOP vating record, became an
assistant precinct committoe-
man for the Geneva Township
Repubtican Crganization.

in 1992, she also became an a5
gistant state's attorney under
Akemann of Elgin, serving un-
11 1996, when she was a coordi-
nator in his campaign.

When she declded to chal-
lenge Akemann, the two said
there had been no falling out.
But Gorecki sharply criticized
her former boss, questioning
his handling of two death penal-
ty casegand calllng his adminls-
tration aloof and financially
bloated.

She algy touted her youthful

energy and enthusiasm, clalm-
ing to have knocked on about
6,000 doors msking for votes,

wearing ocul seven pairs of

shoes, Her red hlazers and
suits—she anid she had 17 red
outfits in her closet—became
her trademark,

Even theugh Akemann sald -

he didn't leals the tapes to the
newspaper and later testifled
under oath that he had nothing
to do with 1t, Gorecki Lnitially
unteashed | &
gcathing  de-
Bl nial, accusing
him of what she
called “a des-
perate act by a
{desperate
- man.” -She re
e . fused to answer
RS AFEAA questionsabout
Goreckl it untilafter the
primery.
In the primary in March 2000,
she topped Akemannwith 16,862
votes to his 15,230, )

A different tack

after the transcripts came
put in August 2000, Akemann,
sttl] in offlco, asked a court to
appoint a special investigatoria
examine the tape-recorded com-
ments. Goreckt responded con-
tritely, calling her comments
..nMBEmnm_w made-up and fool-
ish."

“[ have great faith In the vot-
ers of Kane County” she said.
“When judging me, 1 hope they
would take a look at thelr own
lives and 1 would hope they
judge me as fairly as possible,
knowing that we've all dons
something stupid in aur lives.”

Two weeks before the general
election, the spaclal investiga-
tor concluded the probe had
“failed to develop sufficlent ad-
missible evidence to prove be-

yond a reasanable doudt in a-

crimingl trial the essential ele-
ments of the offense of bribery
or any related offense,” Howev-
er, an Illinols Attorney Regls-
tratlon and Diseiplinary Com-
mission investigaton contin-
ued. .

In November 2000, Garecki
defented her Dermocratle oppo-
nent in the heavily Rapublican
county by 2,300 votes. .

In February 2001, the comitis-
w_ﬂmou filed a complaint against

ex.

That July, state campaign fi-
nance recards indicated that
her campaign committee, Citi-
zens for Goreckl, had paid more
than 536,010 tc attorueys de-
fending her That put the com-
mittee more than $80,000 in
debt. Almost $32,0600 of that was
owed to Gorecki’s family, and al-
most $§48,000 wag from her pec-
sohal account.

With the exception of one
tearful act of contritign in testi-

mony before a commlssion
hearing in November 2001, Go-
recki has malntained a stoic
public face about the matter

Wwhile on the witness stand,
Gorecki sobbed and attempted
to explain what she called “un-
bellevably stupid statements.”

] ask myself this every day
Why i the world would I have
sald something like this? 1 go
averandoveritinmyhead," Go-
reckd said. 1 wish 1 could'give
you an explanation but there is
none,”

Among othaer statements, Gao-
reckd sajd:

= "Tthink It's the most horri-
w_“,m thing I've ever done in my

"

m “No apology would ever be
sufficlent” .

® “There's not 4 single day of
my life that I have nat woke up
from a restless nlght without
thinking about it.".

m "AH my friends have stood
by me and 1 feel I don’t deserve
the friends and family that I
have." -

Denials criticized

Some of Gorecki’s critics con-
tend she became her own worst
enemy when she denied she
said what she did and later Lied
or attempted to rationalize why
sha did it, saying in the end that

. she slmply had no explanation.

In arguing for & ane-year sus-
pension of Gorecki's law l-
cense, commission attarnéy
Scott Renfroe gaid, “She ndmits
anly what she can o longer de-

ny”

Tim ONeil. a Republican
seeking her office, said it ap-
pears Gorecki recelved some
poor advice on how to injtially
handie the inctdent.

“]t seered 1o me if she came
out right away and admiited
that was [her an the tape] and
sha sald she was sotry, we
wauldn't be here. She'd be run-
ning for a second term,” said
0"Neil, who got In the race after
Garecki announced in August
that she would not run again,

Gorecki, who fs single,
plunged Inte her work, losing
weight and sleep but gaining for
her office arespect and recegni-
non?_.v;?m&ouawﬂumﬁg
lied her personal battle. Those
who know ber say sha's been
hurt personnily, but she's been
able to compartmentalize the
ethics complaint so that it
hasn't affacted the work of her
office.

“She moves cases through.
She pursues cases thai she has
grounds to prosecute. She
doesn't try to Jook good by
charging people whose cases
wilt be thrown out by a judge,”
Weigand said. “The perform-
ance of the offtce 1a up.”

If Gorecki's standing in the

communlty suffered, it has not
been obvious. )

“I'm glad for Meg's sake that
this {5 over,” said Kane County
Public Defender David Kliment.
“Shehas beenarealgnod state’s
attorney. [t's Just an unfortu:
naie thing.”

In the courtroom, where she
personally has argued numer-
ous criminaland clvil cases, Go-
recki has been formidable, he
said.

Joe Rago, who worked with
Gorecki when they were both
gagistant stale's attorneys In
the early '80s and is running for
her office as a Republican, gave
her eredit for instituting chang-
ps in the offlce, particutarly kn
strearnlining the budgstary
Process.

“Pue to distractions, perhaps

the total reform package that
she was bringing before the vot
ars was not {ully realized,” ha
said. .

Kane County First Assistant
State’s Atty BobBerlin, acarser
criminal prosecutor brought in
by Goreckt soan after taking of
fice, says the controversy that
has swirled arownd her has not
had a negative 'effect on office
morale.

“The Fact that she 1s ap- -

proachable, that you can walk
by her office and kmock on the
doar and go ses her is huge,"” he
sald "You can't undevestimate
what that does for people.”

Assistant State's Atty Mike -

Coghlan, chiefof the offlce’sciv-
il and criminal divisions and
the former DeKalb County

state's altorney, said Goreckiis

unassuming—she parks in the
public Jot, works in a small of-
flce and often takes on the har-
dest cases herself.

McCoy sald Gorecki long ago
apologized to him and his fam-
ily for the embarrassment of
having his name dragged Inte
the controversy. .

“It's been four years ago now,
and sometime about & year ago,

I klnd of became numb to 18"~

said McCoy, who announced
Yast year that he will not seek a
third term.

Supporters say they will be
there for Gorecki, regardless af
what she chooses to de next. But
they suggest that this woman
who eame on 50 strong, so fast,
was disproportionately target-
ed simnply for upsetting the nat-
ural order of Kane politics,

“Part of it is she's a woman.
She's not a good old boy,” Wet-
gand said. "And to run for of-
fice, she was butking the estab-
lished good old boy networlk
She outworked them and she
woen. She's an achiever, In many
waysshelsan overachiever, and
ovérachievers often get pusi-
ished because you are upseiting
the everyday routine.”
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-Kane candidates
speak at forum

By DAVID SHAROS
Daity Herald Correspondent

- Of the GOP candidates for
Kane County posts who partici-
pated in a forum Saturday, the
sharpest contrast was among
the four men vying for state's
attorney. : o
Former Kane County prose-

cutor John Barsanti, St. Charles '

- City Attorney Tim O’Neil, West

Dundee defense attorney Joe -

Rago and Michael Leuer, a cor-
porate consultant and former
.| Cook County prosecutor, are all
vying for the GOP nomination
to replace Meg Gorecki, who is
not seeking re-election,

Democrat Renee Robinson is
running unopposed for her
party’s nomination in the March
primary.

Barsanti’s comments left no
doubt whom he felt was the
most qualified, . -

‘all of the people up here are

qualified, but none have the .

experience I have,” hé said, “No
one has prosecuted more crimi-
nal cases in the area than me.
‘This race comes down to experi-
ence.” )

Leuer, who has an MBA as
well as a law degree, touted his
‘unique educational experi-
ence” that would ‘eniable him to
“to bring fresh ideas to the
office.” .

O’ Neil noted his work on the
first gang crimes prosecution
unit and said being state’s attor-
ney is about “accessibility.” ;

“We want to find out what are_
the concerns of the elderly as
well as the young and give them
all the best chance we can,”
(O’ Neil said. “T want to protect
your family, your neighbors and

- your friends because they're my
family and neighbors and
friends too.” ) )

Rago said he was familiar
with the “agricultural base” of

the county, adding he had

“plowed land in the county
meself.” .. .

“If elected, I haﬁe anumber of

priorities, which include dealing
with drugs and gangs, financial
crimes and identity theft,” Rago
said, “These issues are out prob-
lems of the future.” ‘

Nearly 100 people attended - -

the candidates forum .at the

Batavia VFW hall, sponsored by -

. local GOP organizations, to also
hear from those vying for coun-
ty board chairman, recorder,
circuit court clerk, coroner and

and 14. ‘

McConnaughay spoke for five
minutes about her vision, which
included improving the quatity

representatives from “the coun-
ty, labor, schools, environmen-

together."
Her opponent, county Trea-

surer David Rickert, did not

| appear.-

Kane County Board districts 10

County board member Karen

of life in the area and bringing .

tal groups, business and citizens -
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By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

With a vote oni Jan. 13, the
county board ended its role in
the seven-year-old Prairie
Lakes lawsuit.

There will be routine ac-

" tion as the subdivision follows
the development process, but,
unless there comes unfore-
seen circumstances, the wrarn-
gling over the property is over.

The significance of the suit
is county zoning won out over
court-imposed zoning. This is
either agood or abad thing,
depending on which side of
this case you're on.

Injand Land Appreciation
Fund, the developers, believe
the zoning process was i
and sued. The county saw to0
many houses onsoil that -
could not sustain septic fields.

The developers believed
they were right and fought
tooth and nail in the courts.

“The county stuck to its density
and soil requirernents and
also fought tooth and nail.

Some residents will be dis-
appointed that the property
will be developed at all. This,
too, is understandable. But
Tnland owns the land and is al-
lowed to seek approval from
the government to build -
houses onit.

It is likely that Inland will
sell the property to B&B
Enterprises and let B&B go
through the machinations of
development.

The next legal challenge to -

Kane County probably will be
over its transportation impact
fee programm. .
B XL
- Also onTuesday, the

county board moved $2 mil-
lion from its riverboat fund

- into the farmland preserva-
tion fund.

The action will position the
county to receive more federal
matching funds to leverage .
more farmland protection.

== g0 CAronic]
Kane (?ounty NOtEbOOke

Prairie Lakes deal
likely won't make
| everyone happy |

tas caught the eye of the I S.

- preservation, downtown

‘Z" to many Kane County

. papers than any other county

_ offices one day, and another

On the down side, with
higher state gambling taxes, -
the county is receiving fewer
dollars from the Grand
Victoria Casino in Elgin.

It already hias most of its
estimated $7 million annual
allocation set aside for ongo-’
ing expenses, such as the
bond payment on the Juvenile
Justice Center, the operating
costs of the Child Advocacy
Center, the storrnwater mar-
agement program and Water
Resources Department.

" The preservation program,
one of the few in the Midwest,

Department of Agriculture.

Over the years, the county
board has doled out millions
to local projects, for historical

heautification and environ-
mental protection.
Denations to other agen-
cies have been cut back be-
cause of the lower revenue. -
LR 2]

Phil Zavitz, known as “Mr.

schoolchildren, retired Jan. 2
from the Animal Control
Department after 13 years.

County board Chairman
Mike McCoy read a resolution
of appreciation atTuesday's
board meeting. .

The resolution read in part
that Zavitz “has had more pho-
tographs in the county’s news-

employees appearing with vari-.
ous animals he has saved, and
some of thern were almost as
photogenic has his elfin self”
Zavitz brought a great-
horned owl to the Chronicle

dayaboa constrictor,

On suggestions from some
employees, he stayed outside
with the snake. '

W Tom Schiueter is the
county reporter for the Kane
County Chronicle. He may be
reached at (630) 845-5380 or at
tschlueter@kcchronicle.com.
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Randy Pomaro — Chronicle photo staft

: Republlcan candidates for county board District 14, from left, Arney Sitvestri, James Neuman and Mark Davoust, outline why they should be
elected at a forum on Saturday. The Batavia, Geneva and St. Charles Township Repubhcan organizations sponsored the event at the Batavia VFW.

Forum focuses on growth, taxes, transportation

By GRANT MILLER
Shaw MNews Service

BATAVIA — Republican candidates
for county offices were mostly cordial
in their first forum this year.

About 150 Republican ‘faithful

braved icy roads on Saturday to attend

the forum. Though many candidates
focused on growth, taxes and trans-
portation, some challengers used the
opporturity to ctiticize incumbents.
County recorder candidate Don
Rage said Republican 'incumbent
SandyWegman has run the office inef-
ficiently. He said Wegman has mis-
spent taxpaycr money, and he prom-

Inside

" State’s attorney candidates detail

their differences and simifarities.

Page 2

ised to change that if efected.

Rage, a former Kane County Board
member, is the partys Dundee
Township chairman, As a board mem-
ber, Rage proposed eliminating the
recorder's office.

“{When I was on the board)}, 1 was
always concerned about the amount of
money going to the recorder’s office,”

Rage said. “It's not that it was a frivolous

" amount, but how it was being used.”

Rape said property owners unnec-

essarily wait weeks to obtain docu- -

ments from the recorder’s office. He
also said the office should accept credit
cards.

Wegman said she has revamped
the office since her 2000 election. She
said security measures have been
taken to discourage identity theft or
hacking the office’s public computers.
Wegman also said she improved a data
backup system to save important
records in case of fire. She said her of-
fice typically takes just days to send
documents to property owners. :

Wegman said Illinois law discousr-
ages recorders from accepting credit
cards for payment.

“The credit card companies charge
(an extra) fee, and by statute that can-
not be passed on to the consumer,”
Wegman said “Everyone should pay
the sarne amount whether they're pay—
ing cash or with credit cards.”

Dan Gurbal also seeks the panys
nomination for recorder. The Geneva
resident said his real estate research
business puts him in the recorder’s of-
fice daily as a customer. He said it's run
well, but could be better.

See FORUM, page 2




police officer make him the

- Continued from page 1

- 1"1,11: ) Forum ' censed funeral director and

ideal candidate for the job.
“T'm going to put investi-

\h “The timeliness and accu- 8ations back into that ofﬁcg
‘ de || racy are not up to speed;” and reduce the budget,
“2 | Gurbal said. Hickrod said.
S The three coroner candi- Hidaod - worked for
M dates also were quick to draw Su'eamwopd Police from 1991
At 1. clear differences on theissues. 10 2002. Since then, hesmuna
w | . ChallengerBobTiballisaid Smallbusiness. He saidhisbusi- ©
W | mistakes have been made ness experience could make the }
1€ | under Republican incumbent ofﬁce.ﬁsca]lyresponmblef )
Ot | Chuck West’s watch. Tiballi Circuit clerk candidate Sue M
N | said he would avoid such mis-  Norris said that office must be id
n | takes and improve the office’s reformed to be effective, Norris W
28 | bio-terrorism awareness.  Supervises felony cases in the W
-d - Tiballiis a doctor who special. county prosecutors office. el
izes in infectious diseases, T'min the position to see 1
- | “I can bring extensive Wwhat'’s being done and what's | Su
a | knowledge to the table in what not being done,” Norris said. .~ yS/)
- keeps people alive and what  “The circuit clerk’s office has pha
a | causestheirdeath,” Tiballisaid. lost touch with the basics i1 ul
- West said he has run the the responsibilities of rn- iy 30u
g | office efficiently and recently ninganoffice” HoRM
-~ | upgraded the staff's computer Republican incumbent sul
systems with state-of-the-art Deb Seyller said felony and L
» | technologies. He said these criminal cases only are a por- pa
: Systems are a prototype that tionofwhather office manages. i :
; | willbe copied by coroner’s of- She said she hopes to put [
: fices nationwide, more information online for e
: “This program will be the public and attorneys to cut _
- | marketed all over the nation, down on paperwork and cut )
and it will come-at zero cost to  costs. Seylier said she nearly
Kane County. It'll cost nothing hascompleted a projectto cre-
“to the taxpayer,” West said. -ate an “electronic court room.”

West said he is the only
candidate ‘with hands-on ex.
perience in disaster, such as
the Oklahoma City Federal
Building bombing and ‘the
Amtrak crash in suburban
Bourbonnais.

West defended.his some-

titmes testy relationship with
the county board. He said he
Is passionate about his office
and will argue at length to get
a fair shake from the board.
Challenger Stan Hickrod
said his experience as a li-

The project will cut down on
paperwork in the courtroom.
“This will improve data
entry, improve accuracy and re-
duce thefiles that are going into
the courtroom,” Seyller said.
Other candidates attend-
ing Saturday’s forum included
those for county board
Districts 10 and 14 and 16th
circuit court judges, County
board chairman candidare
Karen McConnaughay spoke,

- but her opponent treasurer

David Rickert did not attend.
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Relations
Continued from page 1

“It has been a 180-degree
turnaround,” Hazelwood said.

Segregation

Hazelwood - moved to
Batavia to live with relatives.
He was ordained iri 1961 and
preached at churches in

. Batavia and Aurora. When he

arrived in Batavia, a small-
population of blacks lived ex-
clusively on the city’s east side
because of racial separation in
the city. -

In the mid-1960s, when
Fermilab was awarded to the
community, Hazelwood and
others were able to get a fair-
housing policy enacted in
the city. Many white resi-

. dents opposed the plan that
banned the denial of hous-

ing based upon race, he
“said. :

. Even after, Hazelwood
said blacks in Batavia and
Kane County still had trouble
buying property because of
their color. :

In 1967, Hazelwood said
his family was the first black
family to move to the west
side of Batavia. A real estate
agent sold him property from

his personal estate because no

one else in the area would sell
to blacks, he said. :
Hazelwood said that
even though prejudice might
have existed decades ago, he
has been treated well all his
life. " :
“You have to forgive peo-
ple,” he said. .
But he still believes there is

- workto do.

“The physical and social

_ struggle may be over, but now -

it is more a mental (state}, he
said. “The prophecy of
(King’s) dream is being ful-
filled, but it has not peeked
Yet”

Page 2

‘I'd give it abouta ‘C’ -

Mejia arrived in Aurora in
1975 to-teach Spanish-speak-
ing children who were part of
a burgeoning population of
iminigrants: In his first year of
teaching at then-Waldo Junior
High, he said he taught all 56
seventh- through ninth-grade
Spanish-speaking students in
a makeshift classroom. :

At times, he and his stu-
dents felt like they were
pushed to the side and sepa-
rated from the white students,
he said. :

“The awareness of other
cultures I think has gotten
better,” he said. “Certainly,
(there is) more sensitivity to-
wards minorities in the
schools.”

The school district eventu-
ally hired other teachers to help
teach Spanish-speaking stu-
dents, and the Latino students
eventually were mixed with
English-speaking students.

He later became dean of
students at the school and di-
rector of bilingual students in

‘the district. In 1987, he joined
. the regional superintendent’s

office as an assistant superin-
tendent. He then was elected
regional superintendent of
schools and has served in that
position for 10 years.

“1 think there probably, as
a general Tule, is more toler-
ance and acceptance, but we
have a long way to go,” Mejia
said. “I would give it about a
‘C. We certainly could be
doing. A’ and ‘B’ work. But it
takes time.”

The blatant and some-
times visible ethnic separa-
tion might be a thing of the
past, but the men said that
sometimes unconscious sub-
tle prejudice still is present.

‘How would they treat me?’

Mejia said he does not
want to “paint a picture of a

lot of people out there” who

are acting racist. But he said
he sometimes experiences
“amusing” events where peg-
ple unknowingly commit
prejudiced acts.

“Even as an adult, 1 see lit-
tle things in my life,” he said.
“You will go into a school and
they do not know who you are
and a secretary will think you
are either a book salesman or
a custodian. Once they find
out, their (attitude) changes.”

Mejia also said he experi-
ences similar events at restau-
rants where employees first
will talk to his wife, who is
white, before they will talk to
him.,

Hazelwood said that when
he drives around in his Jaguar
— his daughter is a Jaguar
saleswoman — wearing a suit,
people recognize him. But
when he is driving a truck
wearing work clothes, the re-
action is different.
~“If it wasn't for who 1 am
and what 1 am, how would
they treat me?" he asked.

Hazelwood said that now
the question is more of a sepa-
ration between the “haves and

have-nots.” . People are mote -

judged on their class than
color, he'said.

Both men said people of
all ethnicities should remem-
ber their pasts and learn from
history. And they said learning
tolerance would improve race

relations. But each has his
own thoughts on how to im-
prove race relations.

Hazelwood said people

should work on “family values -
and their relationship with’

God. That is what is hurting
us. That is what is pulling us
apart.” ‘

Mejia said, “I truly believe
education is the key.”

Dr. Kings dream stll
might be a dream, but with
progress as a gauge, there is
more than just hope on the
“horizon.

"| Bush |

"“Over the past féw years,

. America has been confronted
N T TARANTTIVAA [RTRE]

“With - this speech, he
Jwants to set out the ageng_l_a
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Ex-

" Past Tri-Cities mayors often
squarcd off with DuPage Alport
Autherity or county officials
about how land-use plans In

_western DuPage would affect §
XYane

County. , .
In the [ate 1980s, then-
Geneva Mayor Dick Lewis went
so far as to claim DuPage was

. establishing open space on its

western border for "less desir-
able nses” like compost areas or
landfills to make Kane appear to
be a no-man’s tand for future
development.

People who were generally’

happy that homes and busi-
nesses weren't coverlng Kanc's
eastern border pretty much
wrote off Lewis' thoughts as
silly, But were they?

You can sense the same thing

. happening on Kane's western

edge today with open space
being set aside through recent
land-acquisition referendums

. and-as part of the county’s 2020

plan. .
. Talk of landfiils and othet

“less desirable uses”-on open

. land oug west may surface in the
- future. It must leave some in
" DeKalb County wondering what
. our motives are, particularly

: with the Prairie Parkway pro-.

¢ pick up steam.
" Traffic victims:

posal west of Route 47 certain to

- During his mayoral tenure,
Dick Lewls also talked Lo
anyone who would listen about
his vision for the county to

govem or coordinate all land--

use plans and a tounty
u-anspomﬁonboardthatwmﬂd
oversee all road and traffic

plans. i .

" *we did not worry if we
dumped traffic inte St Charles,
Batavia or Elburn when I was

r in Geneva and (Geneva) ©

was also victimized by the same
mentality” Lewis sald recently.
‘ltis ahsntutclf imperative, and
it’s not woo late,- that Kane
County take the responsibility
1o undertake that (coordination
and plapning).” .
In addition to public review of

- the county’s 2030 road plans, its

a perfect dme for county board
chairman candidates to make

- thelr viewpoinis

knowr,
It’s plain 10 see that the chok-

. ing traffic on Randail Road cant

- be allowed to spread to the rest

of the county. .

Don't shoot the dog:

Forest preserve exccutive
John Duesr has been busy with
his county map, matking recent
land acquisitions that will be
futire county forest preserves.

The parcel is the Muir-
head property in the Plato

- Center area.

With all of these future forest
preserves, Duerr and his stefl
will be weighing the wants and
needs of county residents.

Duterr knows that dog owners
want places to take Jong walks

th e pets, - - .

. He also knows many residents
want more hunting grownda.

Which led Duerr to make this
obvious and humerous com-
ment: "We certainly can't have

. forest preserves In which people

who are walking their dogs are
in the same area as guys with
shotguns.”

Getling It organized:

Ah, ves, the Charlemagne
Award season is upon us, It's
that time of year when St.
Charles honora its top cltizen,
which means the St. Charles
Chamber of Commeree office is
abusy place.

- Ex-Geneva mayor
~may have had pomt
 in.combating sprawl

Helping Ofivia:

[,

-

' A quick stop |1
in the office | ;
week

utive Director
Lorl  Hewitt
and hey staff in
= typical mid- |
- January maode: |
Working to
keep track of
those attend-
ing the |.
Charlemngne dinner. -
Itsa ing act to knowwho |
has paid for whom and to
accommodate requested
ahle/seating arrangements in
addition to all of the other
details. . .
. The clossy reputation and |-
success of Charlemagne, to be
hetd Friday at Q Center (for-
merly the Arthur Andersen
training facility), have every-
thing to do with the grunt work
unfolding now at the chamber
office. - -

" 1f the Charlemagne Awards
arc not on your calendar, thena
spnghetti dinner fund-raiscr at
st. John Neumann in St. Charles
may be up your altey Friday
night. C

Olivia May. a fourth-grader at
St. Patrick’s Elementary School,
was diagnosed with leukemia
and has been in intensive care
at Children’s Memorial Hospital
since Octaber, Olivia and her
famnily need help and this fund-
ralser, from 5:30 to 3:30 p.m.,
will hetp them. Ticket informa-
tion is available by calling
Maurcen Niskl at (630) 513-
The cold or heat?

‘What's worse for those wha
work outside -— a terrible heat
wave or horific cold snap? Who
better to ask than a UPS driver?
Here's two different takes:

Ton Mabins, who delivers on
the cast side of $t. Charles,
chose the heat as worse. He
claims you can always throw
more clothes on in the cold.

Mabins compares it to & car

gine. "Wlen an englae over-

en;
. heats, all kinds of things can g0 |

wrong, And that's what happens |
With my bady.” !

“Terey Heln, who delivers in *
the Sugar Grove area and west-
crn Kane, claimg the cold is far
worse. He figures our body s
atways loose In the heat.

“In the cold,” he says, “ltis gn
wonatural event to be Lifting
heavy pbjects and jumping on
and off & truck, You never really
get comfortable.”

Workshop for her:

An interesting item spotted at
the Home Depot in Geneva: A
poster promoting a seres of "Do
1t Herself™ workshops. .

Someone has figured out that
women who .arc home more
often and become impatient
with their husbands (who are
either gone most of the week ot
not so handy with taols), can
save a Iot of dme and money by
taciding home tmprovement ot

ah;gmjects. ‘What a wondet-
world we live in!

Tefl me your talk:

I can be reached at
dheun@earthlink.net, calling
(630) 561-1986, faxing (530) 208-
4806, or malling to Dave Heun,
Daily Herald, 3805 E. Main St,
Sulte A, St. Charles, IL 60174 A
reporter's only 2s good as his,
:)ourccs, so be a good source,

X7
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KANE COUNTY CHRONICLE

State’s attorney can

detail similarities, differences

By GRANT MILLER

Shaw News Service

BATAVIA — The four
Republican candidates for
state’s attorney tried to detail
their differences during their
5-minute introductions. But a

question from the audience -
showed that each are alike in

at least four ways.

Candidates were asked
where they stood on repro-
ductive rights, the death
penalty, physician assisted
suicide and same-sex mar-
riages. Each said he supports
the death penalty and op-
poses abortion, physician as-
sisted suicide and same-sex
marriages. '

Candidate John Barsanti-

said he has worked in every
division of the prosecutor’s of-
fice and has extensive admin-
istrative experience. Barsanti
was the first assistant prose-

cutor under former state’s at-

torney David Akemann.
Barsanti said each candi-

- date has significant legal ex-

perience, but his knowledge
of county administrative du-
ties sets him apart.

“I've brought that budget
in. I've hired and fired em-
ployees. I have the adminis-
trative and prosecutorial ex-
perience that they don't,”
Barsanti said.

Candidate T. Michael Leure
said he will bring a unique out-
look to the prosecutor’s office.
Leure previously worked for the
Cook County State's Attorney’s
Office and holds an MBA from

Northwestern University.

Leure said he would avoid
political appointments within
his office and seek the best
qualified prosecutors. .

“I will recruit women an
minorities for the job,” Leure
said. “No one will be a political
hire in my office.”

Leure said he hopes to
bring the best aspects of Cook
and other counties to the
state's attorney's office.

Candidate Tim O'Neil
spent five years in the prose-
cutor’s office before entering
private practice in 1990. Since
then, he has represented sev-
eral municipalities and police

- organizations. O’Neil said he

was drafted into the race.
“My supporters) were
afraid things would go back to
the old regime,” O'Neil said.
“They were looking for inde-
pendent leadership, and I'm
going to accept that challenge.”
O’Neil said he would focus
more prosecutors on crimes
targeting the young and old,
and he would seek to protect
the county’s natural resources.
Candidate Joe Rago said
his experience as an assistant
prosecutor in Kane and

DeKalb counties sets him.

apart. While in DeKalb County,
Rago said the board slashed
the prosecutor’s budget. Even
so, Rago said the DeKalb office
successfully ,
Tlinois’ first GHB crime and
was tough on felonies.

“People who were actually
charged with felonies were given
felony sentences,” Rago said.

didates

prosecuted .
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U.S. Senate |
‘hopefuls try
to stand out
from crowd

[-19-04 Beacon 1nes
m Aurora forum: Candidates
for Kane County state’s

attorney among others at
Prisco Center event |

By Ed Fanselow
STAFF WRITER

AURORA — Four of the nine Republican
_ candidates for U.S. Senate headlined a Sunday
afternoon forum here, each trying to separat¢
themselves from the pack in a crowded race
that's still up for grabs just two months before’
the March primary. -
Several polls of potential voters conducted -
within the last few weeks show that more than
half of Iinois Republicans still haven't decided
which of the Senate hopefuls will be theit
choice on March 16, a sure sign thatnone of t}fe,f_

Community Center on Sunday tried to use theif
 three minutes of floor time to change that;
touching on the aspects of their campaigns théy
thought would resonate the most with Kane
County voters. . .
Andy McKenna, 2 Glenview businessman,
said he’s the only candidate serioys abott
creating jobs. T

& Turn to SENATE, A6
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me page Al
John Borling, a retired Army general

. Irum Rockiord, noted that he's the only

~military veteran, the only senior citizen and
3 thc only prochoice candidaie in the race.
..Steve Rauschenberger, a three-term
State senator from Elgin, touted the fact
gihat he's the only candidate with significant
leglslahve experience.
“Jonathan Wright, a long-shot candidate
m downstale Lincoin, portrayed himself
as an independent-minded conservative
f5ho's not afraid “to tnke the tough votes” to
cut spending in Wa
i+ A fifth candidate, Aurora dairy mogul
?’ im Oberweis, didn’t attend the event, but
his daughter, Juhe told the crowd that her
Efather is the only GOP candidate who's
 taken a firm stance against President
%é;hais plan to grant temporary amnesty to

A&

of the men tried to convince those on hand
why they represent the party’s best chance
at beating the Democratic nomince in
November's general election.

The incumbent, Republican Peter
¢ Fitzgerald, is not seekmg re-election.

“We need someone who has credibility
with the independents and somebody
who's prepared and willing and able to take
on the Chicago Democratic machine,”
Rauschenberger said, contending that his
‘experience in previous campalgns makes
him such a candidate.

McKenna said his plans to create and
preserve jobs would win over hoth
Republican and Democratic voters, while
'Borling ¢ountered that his pro-chaice
stance makes him the most electable
! Republican candidate. "It takes a social
‘ moderate to win this in November,”

Borlmg said. “We have to worry about who
g can inspire the Illinois voters —
} Republicans and Democrats.”

The state’s attorney race

The forum; which was sponsored by the
Aurora Republican Women’s Club, also
featured candidates for seven countywide

- 1 offices: County Board chairman; circuit

i clerk, coroner, auditor, recorder, 16th
Circuit Court judge and state's attorney.
The four men seeking the latter — John

Perhaps most unportantly, though, cach

" Barsanti, Michael Lever, Tim O'Neil and
Joe Rago — each said his prosecutoria) and
management experience makes him the

best choice to succeed embattled State’s

Attorney Meg Gorecki, who is not seeking
re-election.

Barsanti, a former first assistant Kane
County state’s attorney, said he is the only
candidate who has experience handling the
state's attorney’s multimillion dellar
budget:

"T've done that job, Pve worked that budget
... and the breadth of my experience is
unmatched by anyone in this field,” he said.

. He promised he would be a “hard--

charg-ing" prosecutor, but said he would
also temper aggressiveness with
compassion.”

O'Neil, meanwhile, scemed to take'a
tougher line on crime, saying that

reinstituting the office’s gang-prosecution
unit would be his first priority upon taking
office.

“I want to know why that office was
disbanded,” he said. “We need to have
specialized, trained prosecutors take care
of those cases. How many gang shnotmgs
have there been here in Aurora in the last
10 days alone?” -

He also boasted of his wide-ranging
experience as an attorney, saying that he is
the only candidate in the race with
experience in both civil and criminal law.

Leuer stressed his experience as a
former Cook County prosecutor and his
varied educational background that
includes a law degree, an MBA and a CPA
certificate.

He said he wants to unpruve the county’s
conviction rates by instituting training

JONATHAN HOUSE / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
.Iohn Borfing, Republcan candidate for U.S. Senate, responds to a question from the audience during Sknday’s forum at Prisco Comma-
nity Center in Aurera. Waiting their tum are (from lelt} State Sen. Steve Rauschenberger, Jonathan Wright and Andy McKenna.

programs for all prosecutors.

“We need to professionalize ihis office,”
he said. ] .

. Rago, a former first assistant state’s
attorney in DeXalb County, said he wants
to create a unit of prosecutors that focuses
on identity theft and internet fraud. -

“It used to be that gieople would
burglarize our houses and they would
come in through the doors and windaws,”
he said. “Now they come in through a wire
and they steal thousands of dollars.”

Echoing an already-familtar campaign
manira, he added that he would have no
conflicts of interest if elected, unlike O'Neil
and Barsanti, both of whom work for large
law firms.

One Democrat, Renee Robmson is
running unopposcd in the Democratic

_ptimary.
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(Top photo) Tracy Williams and her hushand, Kane Comtly Sheriff's
Deparbment Set. Kevin Williams, at home with their newly adopted
dog Oakley {lefl) and their resident canine Buster. The couple
adopted Oakley from Aurora Animal Control and Care.

{Bottom photo) Sgt. Scott Flowers of the Xane County SherifF's De-
partment trains Jake, a recently adopted potential canine officer.

STORY BY MATT HANLEY

Editors Note: This is the second In a three-part series on Aurora Animal Controd and
Care Facility's struggle with public perceptien and public iresponsibility.

t was a year and a half
ago, but Kane County
Sgt. Kevin Williams still
brags about the time
his partner found 150
pounds of marijuana hidden

in 10,000 pounds of melons.
To be fair, smelling a needle of pot

na haystack of melons is a pretty

good trick, It's not quite as magical,
however, when you learn Williams'
partner was a chocolate Labrador re-
triever named Buster.

*“He climbed up on top of the melons

and stopped at one point,” Williams

- said. “We just told them to unload the

melons to that level —and there it

As the head of the canine unit for
Kane County, Williams is familiar with
the talents of animal officers. The sher-
iffs office recruited Buster and the
seven other dogs in the canine unit
from a training school in Indiana.

But the unit is funded entirely by do-
nations, That meant, when Williams
decided to add a new patrol pooch, he
needed to go cheap. That's why he’
turned to the Aurora Animal Control
and Care Facility.

_ At the center on River Stpect,

4 Tuern to CHANCE, A2

- PygoTtos BY DONNELL COLLINS
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Williams discovered Jake, a2 to-
3-year-old fab mix. Police animals
have to be passive alert — which

means they'Tl protect the officer but - ra

not attack bystanders. Jake fit that
qualification, and on Jan. 5, the Kane
County jail had a new nose inside.
But Williams, an animal lover
since childhood, sympathized with
the shelter’s other dogs. The older
ones, especially, had seen plenty of
potential adopters pass their cage.
Who wants an old dog, after all.

A home for Oakley

Kevin Williams decided he did. "
That's how Qakley, a 7-year-old
shepherd mix, became the newest
member of his house.

“We don’t know where he came

‘from, but we know he was treated

well when he was there,” he said.
Tn the last two years, 581 dogs

like Qakley and Jake were adopted

from Aurora’s shelter, a number

~ thatis not high enough for some

animal lovers.

* “The responsibilities rest square-
ly on the shoulders of (pet OWETS),
there's no doubt about that,” said

" former Aurora resident Char New-

man, who until she moved out of
state last year, long has been one of
this city’s most vocal animal ac-

" tivists. “But I think when they leave

their animals {at the city shelter),
they believe they are going to be
adopted.”

In the past, Newman and other
activists have attempted to turn the
center into a nokill shelter. But
shelter employees insist they re- .
i::ase all they can safely to the pub-

C.

All must be accepted

As a city entity, says Nass, the
Aurora shelter has the obligation to
take in all the animals brought to-
its door. Sick, abused, neglected
and unwanted cats and dogs are
dropped off on the counter, leaving
Nasg's staff to deal with them.

Tn 2003, there were 1,758 dogs
and 1,731 cats which passed
through the lobby of the shelter on
River Street. “There just aren't
enough homes” for all of them,”
said Nass. ‘

In 2003, 28 dogs were killed be-
cause the shelter-ran out of space.
By contrast, 183 were euthanized at
the owner’s request, 86 because
they were too sick and 316 were
not safe to be in homes with peo-
ple.

Aurora’s situation is not unusual.

Joliet has 50,000 less people but the

1

“between three and four million.

shelter there handles a few more
animals because it collects for sev-
eral communities.

Andy Ivanicky, director of the
Joliet Township Animal Control :
Center, said his shelter euthanizes
a similar percentage of animals for
many of the same reasons as Auro-

“There is a lot of education that
has to go on (as to) why euthanasia
has to exist. It's not that we want to
do this. We have to do this.”

Some good news

Nationaily, the numbers of dogs
being housed and killed in shelters
is dropping. Kate Pullen, the direc-
tor of animal sheltering issues for
the United States Humane Society,
said 20 years ago, more than 10
million animals were euthanized
every year nationally. Thanks to an
aggressive spay and neuter cam-
paign, that noumber has dropped to

While some insist low-kill shel
ters are feasible, others say the
idea of holding all animals unless
they are too sick is unrealistic for
municipal shelters.

Tvanicky points out many of |
these no-kill or low-kill shelters can
only operate because they turn ani-
mals away. . .

“IVe have to take (all of them),”
he said. “It’s part of our responsibil
ity,-” R .
It's owners' responsibility

But the real responsibility, Nass
said, lies with pet owners.

“It doesn’t matter how long
you've worked at a facility: You still
ask the question, how could any-
one do that to an animal?” she said.

Nass tries not to dwell on the sad
stories. She’s helped start a photo -
album of the shelter’s success sto-
ries that is filled with letters and
pictures of satisfied dog and cat
owners. She'd like Williams™ two
dogs, Oakley and Jake, to become
part of that book soon.

Jake’s first owner dropped him
off because he couldn’t get along
with the other dog in the house.
Qakley came to the shelter in De-
cember when his owners decided
they could no longer care for the
old dog.

But within a month, Jake and
Oakley have found homes — and
their new owner couldsn't be happi-

er.

““First of all, they’ll be your best
friend forever,” he said. “If some-
thing’s sad, they'll cheer you up.

“And, he added, laughing, “They
worn't talk back.”

Coming Tuesday: Can you give
this dog @ home? - ‘
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‘THuMmBS UP, THUMBS DOWN

Court is properly
firm with Gorecki

The Il]mpis Supreme Court has ordered that
the law license of Kane County State’s Attor-
-3 TIeY M_eg Gorecki be suspended for four
months- starting Feb. 1. She cannot be state’s attor-
ney while that license is under suspension. Gorecki
:_accused of proposing a bogus jobs-for-cash schemé
~ in 1998 and then being evasive about it, lost at every
stage of hf;r case before several Attorney Registra- |
tion and Disciplinary Commission bodies and finally
the Supreme Court. She had asked that her suspen-
sion :oe delayed until she completed her term as
| state s attorney. We give our THUMBS UP to the
court’s ruling. For the public Gorecki serves, justice
delayed would indeed be justice denied.

It's good to encourage involvement

¢ Elements of both Democratic and Republican
gy partiesin Kane County are taking Steps to at-
%33 tract more young people —ages 18 to 40 —to
become involved i politics. Along with meetings,
the groups are working with charities and doing vol-
unteer tasks. We give our THUMBS UP to any efforts
to stir interest in politics. The last presidential elec-
tion once again drove home the importance of each
vote, and it has never been more important to regis
" ter, become informed and get to the polls. Political
parties have a role in all three.’

Conservation work moves ahead

. s When the state cominitted $1.9 million in-
’ % grants through the Conservation 2000
%54 Ecosystems program, two local organizations
submitted successful applications. THUMBS UP to the
Kane County Forest Preserve District, which will re-
ceive $50,000 for the restoration and. education pro-
s at Nelson Lake Marsh, and the Conservation
Foundation, which will receive $26,250 for restora- -
tion of the Lake Renwick East Habitat near Plain-
field, home to the endangered black-crowned night
heron as well as several other magnificent bird

species.
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Only one

month left
to register
to vote,
1-19-04

- Feb. 17 is deadline
for March 16 primary

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle .

GENEVA — The last day to tegister to
votein the spring primary election is Feb. 17.
That is justless than a month from now.
The primary is March 16. ‘

g
%F “3.'!}

Voters will select the parties’ nominees
to run Nov. 2 in the general election for
county board, state’s attorney,

recorder, auditor, circuit

clerk and coroner and

even-numbered county “0"%
board seats.

The parties’ nomi-
nees for state representa-
tives, U1.S. representative,

U.S. senator and president will
be chosen, and voters will decide about a
dozen referendum questions.

Among them, the Geneva school dis-
trict seeks $48.9 million for a new middle
school and an increase in the education
fund tax rate to 3.43 percent from 3.08 pet-
cent. Also, the Town & Country Library dis-
trict, based in Elburn, seeks to raise the an-
nual public library tax rate to .19 percent
from .15 percent. -

“We urge people to get out and register
to vote because it is important,” Kane
County Clerk John Cunningham said.

To be eligible to vote, a person must
be a citizen of the United States, 18 years
old by the date of the election and a resi-
dent of the precinct for 30 days before the
election. ‘ -

Anyone who has changed names, by
martiage or otherwise, must reregister in
person. Also, those who have moved to

Kane County from another county must
reregister in person.

Can DDOATOTTIID - 7
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Continued from page 1

Those who have moved to
a different address within Kane
County can use the change of
address form on the back of
theit registration card and mail
itin.

Director of elections Joan
Rennie said eligible residents

_ can register at the clerks office

during regular business hours
between 8:30 am. and 430
p.m. Monday through Friday.

To assist with those who
might wait untl thelast minute,
the clerk’s office will be open
until 8 p.m. Feb. 11 and from 9
am.to 1 pan. Feb. 14.

To register, you must have
two forms of identification,
one of which must include a
currént address, Rennié said.

Also, municipal and towr-
ship offices and many libraries
provide registration services.

As of Jan. 1, 179,439 regis-
tered voters lived in Kane

For information

« To learn who your precinct
committeeman is, or for any
other questions, call the clerk’s
office at (630) 232-5990.

» The county clerk's Web site
contains a list of candidates
and referendurns, where to
register, a list of polling places
and requests for absentee
baliots. The address is
http://www.co.kane.ll.us.

County. ‘

Cunningham said many
precinct comimitteemen also
serve as deputy registrars.

To learn who your precinct
committeeman is, or for any
other questions, call the clerks
office at (630} 232-5990,

The county cletk’'s Web site
contains a list of candidates
and referendums, where to
register, a list of polling places
and requests for absentee bal-
lots. The  address s
hitp:/ fwww.cokane.il.us.
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Kane chair |

candidate
to bow out

[-20-QY BEIDN 2%

- By Steve Lord and Daniel Duggan
STAFF WRITERS ’ c.

)

Kane County Treasurer David Ricke :

_ will reportedly announce today that he is
dropping out of the race for Kane County
Board chairman. - -

While Rickert could not be reached for
comment, one local official who asked not
to be identified confirmed Monday night
that Rickert will exit the race.

The official announcement is to be
made at a press conference this morning,
at which both Rickert and Kane County
board member Karen McConnaughay,
the other GOP candidate for board chair-
man, are expected to endorse state Sen.
Steve Rauschenberger, R-Elgin, for the
Republican U.S. Senate nomination.

Earlier Monday, a three-paragraph
news release from Rauschenberger’s
campaign announced that, “In the race
between GOP Kane County Board chair-
man candidates, Karen McConnaughay
and David Rickert, one candidate will
withdraw from that race. Both will rally
around Rauschenberger and endorse
him for U.S. Senate.” :

% Turn to CANDIDATE, A2

|
i
|

From page Al

Neither McConnaughay nor

" Rickert returned phone messages

Monday night.

Rickert's departure would leave
McConnaughay as the lone Repub-
lican candidate for chairman, slating
her for a November matchup
against Thomas Meadath, a St.
Charles businessman running un-
opposed for the Democratic nomi-
nation for board chairman.

Rumors of Rickert pulling out of
the race have been floating around
for about a month, even before the
official filing date for candidates.
Both he and McConnaughay an-
nounced their candidacies last fall.

Sources say Kane County Treasurer
David Ricker? is likely to bow out of
the race for County Board chair-_

man, and Karen McConnaughay will

stay in the running.

Already, one candidate has left
the GOP chairman race. William
Scardamaglia, of St. Charles, exited
the race in the face of a challenge to
his nominating petitiens. :

- TR £
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|Casino tax ilﬁ( -
hits Kane funding

Riverboat royaities
fall, threatening
county programs

By William Presecky

Tribune staff reporter

With riverboat funding from
the Grand Victoria Casino in El-
gin expected to slip again next
year, several “quality of life”
-programs that gambling reve-
.nues help underwrite such as
Kane County’s child advocacy
center and drug cowrtmay bere-
duced or "eliminated, Board
Chairman Mike McCoy warned
Tuesday.

Duetothelatestround of state
tax-rate hikes on casino profits,
McCoy told a delegation of area
legislators that Kane expects to
see its share of royalties from
the Grand Victoria reduced to
levels not seen since 1997.

With a projected disburse-
“ment from the boat in 2005 of be-
tween $4 million and $5 million,
the County Board will be forced
to reduce or eliminate funding
for some of its own programs, af-
ter more than a year of having
stopped grants for all but county
purposes, according to McCoy.

In his final presentation of the
county’s state and federal legis-
lative initiatives before he leav-
es office Nov 30, McCoy called

on the legislators for help in en- .

suring that the increases in
state taxes on the large casinos
like the Grand Victoria explre
as scheduled. :

The initiatives centered gen-
erally on a call by the county for
more authority and increased
flexibility to be able to respond
to the impacts of growth, includ-
ing increased traffic congestion

" possibility of cutting back on

‘Jand protection program and a

said.

and public health problems.
“There's probably never a

taxes,” McCoy said of the in-
creased casino tax.

The legislators told him, how-
ever, that the higher fax rates
the General Assembly approved
to shore up the 2003 state budget
included a sunset clause that
ties them to the issuance of the
state’s only remaining casino li-
cense. The state’s process of de-
ciding who gets the license be-
gan this week.

Since the higher casino tax
rates went into effect, McCoy
said Kane has seen its share of
money from the Grand Victoria
reduced to $6 million from $i2
million annually.

" The projected riverhoat reve-
nue for 2005 will approximate
the $4.5 million Kane received
in1997, the first year of its profit-
sharing agreement with the ca-
sino, according to McCoy.

Because of declining attend-
ance and falling profits, state
revenue from the higher tax
rates has been about half the
$200 million that was projected.

Since 1997, Kane has received
more than $70 million from the
Grand Victoria that it has redis-
tributed to county agencies, de-
partments, and other public and
private agencies for various
projects and programs.

The board imposed a funding

moratorium in October 2002 on
all but county-sponsored
grants. Now some of those
grants, for programs or projects
as varied as the county’s farm-

veterans memorial, are in dan-
ger of being reduoed McCoy

“Next year, we are goingtocut
into some county projects,” he
said.
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‘Trust could be factor
in state’s attorney race

By ADAM KOVAC
. Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — Despite their
background ahd experience,
Republican candidates for Kane
County state’s attorney think
. that the campaign could boil

down to the public’s trust In
elected officials.

" The four-way race towin the
GOP nomination March 16 to
succeed Kane County State's
Attorney Meg Gorecki com-
prises former prosécutors with
different visions for the office.

The Republicans include
John Barsanti of St. Charies, and
T, Michael Leuer, Tim O'Neil and

Joseph Rago, all of Geneva.
Barsanti, O'Neil and Rago met
Tuesday with Kane County
Chronicle editors. Leuer did not
.attend. ’

Because the primary elec-
tion falis while Gorecki is to
serve a four-month suspension
of her law license for miscon-

duct, the election might hinge -

on an ability to mend voter per-
ception of Kane County’s legal
system.

“Elected officials right now
don’t have a good reputation,”
said O'Neil, 47. “It's important to
restore the integrity of the of-
fice” .

Barsanti already had an-
nounced his candidacy before
Gorecki decided in Augustnot to
seek another term, influencing
the others to widen the field of
candidates for the ‘county’s top
law enforcement officer.

A prim that included
Gorecki likely would have fo-
cused on her ethics. Even
though " the candidates have

shifted strategies, the fallout .
‘in civil law, saying he is a more

oy Ohroricle

~ fromher caseis llustrated asthe

-3

campaign has heated up this
month. ’ ;

Rago
Barsanti and O’'Neil for political
and business connections
he claims would create
an “appearance ofim-
propriety” if eitheris &
elected. - N

Barsant, a for- '\3
mer prosecutor in .
¥ane County for 21

firm that represents sev-
eral high-profile criminal clients.

- (’'Neil, the St. Charles city attor-

ney, represents several police
unions.

“People want one fair system
of justice,” said Rago, 43. “It's a
matter of public perception.”

O'Neil maintains that he -

would prosecute police miscon-
duct as vigorously as criminal
cases. Barsanti said special fa-
vors would not be granted
under his administration and
noted that Rago also is backed
by supporters in the legal pro-
fession.

Indeed, state’s attorneys and

judges often are faced with cases -

where they have a connection to
participants on both sides of the
courtroom and on the bench.
Leuer, a consultant for IBM
in Chicago, has emphasized a
hard stance against drugs and
violent crime but has avoided
becoming a target of political
sniping. - -
Barsanti served as the top
lieutenant of former state’s attor-
ney David Akemann and has ex-
perience ‘prosecuting death-
penalty cases and high-level ad-
ministratiori of the office. He
said he can improve efficiency.
O'Neil touts his experience

‘recently  blasted

=
A

Wt

years, works for a 1aw§’):tgl

rounded candidate who would

be tough on street gangs but also

better able to advise county

leaders on issues such as growth.
and development.

Rago, who has a

law firm in West
Dundee, has en-
dorsed creating spe-
cial units to fight
computer crime and
identity theft and has
served as the first assis-
tant state’s attomey in
DeKalb County.

Rago and O'Neil also worked
as prosecutors in Kane County.

The winner of the GOP pri-
mary likely will face Democrat
Renee Robinson of Aurora in
November.

Gorecki, who could not be
reached for comment, is poised
to begin serving her suspension
Feb. 1 for implicating Kane
County Board Chairman Mike
McCoy before she took office in
a jobs-for-bribes scheme that
never existed.

Tllinois Attorney General Lisa
Madigan is researching whether
Gorecki is able to finish her term
after serving the suspension or
will be forced to resign. That de-
cision had not been reached
Tuesday.

While the candidates push
their individual platforms,
Barsanti, O'Neil and Rago also
acknowledge that voters might
be more interested in seeing a
fresh face overseeing cases pros-
ecuted in the county’s judicial
center in St. Charles. .

“You're really voting for a guy

" who's going to do the right thing

byyou,” said Barsanti, 52. “That's
why it's important to look at all

. the candidates and decide who's

the best qualified.”
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Treasurer
quits race
for board

‘|chairman
' -3l-04 Dady
‘| BY PATRICK WALDRON
Daily Herald Siaff Weier

T Calling for unity within the

Kane County Republican Party,

county treasurer and underdog

. | David Rickert pulled out of the

»+;| county board chairman race

i \ [ Tuesday, a move he touted as

equally good for the county -

d | hoard table as for Dlinois’ U.S.
~| Senate race.

The development brought an

early, but not unwelcome or

| totally surprising, endtothepri- -
mary “election for -Karen

Herald

Chair: Some board mer'nbers' |
‘still don’t see unity in party

Contimeed from Foge 1

‘November general election.

Eight months ago, the party

Vlooked headed for a bitter pri-

mary battle to secure the
county’s top office between

McConnaughay, 2 board
member since 1992, and board .
Chairman Mike Mi

oCoy.
~ Before that race could

- develep, McCoy, an Aurora

Republican, announced in June
that he would not seek a third
term.

McCoy,

whe  recently

. described the county GOP as a

dysfunctional family, cited his

. disgatisfaction with party poli-
tes as one reason for not

seeking anther term.

within a week of that
announcement,
McConnaughay entered a then
wide-open race where she was

‘centered on reSpon.sible spend-

ing of tax dollars, also 8 central
theme to Rickert’s former plat-
form. ]

He even wished the GOP well
in its unity ceiebration, a con-

cept that itself might have only

an outside chance at success.

County board member Lee
Barrett, an East Dundee Repub-
lican and Rickert supporter,
said, “1 think the party is frag-
mented and I have never seei a
candidate ... who has ever
worked on unity have much
success withit” .

The trend of disunity has tra-
ditionally pitted the notthern
end of the county against the its
central portion or even the
southern end. Perceived hard
feelings between areas such as
Elgin or Dundee Township
versus the Tri-Cities, or eveil
Aurora, have hung over several

Tom Karen .
Meadath . McConnaughay:
cailing McConnaughay the

ochial” choice. -
Board Vice President Cathy
Hurlbut, an Elgin Republican, '
who couldn't be described as a
supporter of either the Rickert
or McConnaughay candidacy,
said she sees a unified party in
terms of a 0.8, Senate race but
not on Kane County's day-to-
day issues. L

“The unity of support behind
Steve Rauschenberger is feasi-
ble,” she said. "1 don't know
about Karen McConnaughay.”

Hurlbut says she is disap-
pointed there will not be a

primary. _ - )
“They both had differant
qualities,” she said, of Rickert

4 | MeConnaughay, the St. Charles jained the same day by Rickert, debates. and McConnaughay. "1 don't
: Repuh!lcan considered a surprise candi-  Bamett said he saw Rickert as- think either has the w ole pack-
nd’ long-viewed by . date. . a countywide candidate while age.” :
many as the. By the time the deadline to /
favorite to win . file papers to get on the ballot ;
the  pany's »  passed, a third GOP candidate,
— nomination. o . William Scardamaglia, had
‘. At the same . enteted the race, Scardamaglia,
time, it pulled of 5t. Charles, was kicked oft the
val | W top county ballot earlier this month after
David Rickert Republicans his paperwork was challenged.
ant d together for an Now, McConnaughay is left
® eRn prsement of state Sen. Steve alone, the GOP nominee and
RE'U.SCh'enberger, an Elgin clear favotite to succeed McCoy.
depubhca'n, one of 14 candi- No Democrat has ever-been
e i including seven - elected county board chairman.
S:pubhcans, Tunning for U.3. " am very excited about the
_.’?,?ﬁe' soali idea of cTeating party unity,” she
bi e reality was that there are said. “I really believe we are ata
Digger issues in this county we critical point here in Kane
canaogaqlphsh togethes,” Rick- unty” .
I said in a morning news. . She said her and Rickert
conference _attended by “agree on more thin than we

find | McConnaughay at Rauschen-
he |berger's Senate campaign
1ore | headquarters in Elgin.

disagree on” and P edged to
work with Rickert, who has two
years left as treasurer, in keep-

ce- |  “This is my decision to with- T

‘ dr.aw“ from this race,” Rickert ;;it&ﬁr-unty_ finances under
— said, “The momentum and nec- . McConnau%:)aY didr't have
st || essary support is simply not * much to say aboul her Democ.

there to continue in this elec- tatic opponent and insisted’

tion.” shed keep the focus on her own

$ | Rickert said he will devote his : i
o " - dacy.
poilsté;:al time - to electing ' m{\ldtadgh, despite the historic
‘ Ra"M glb"’:’ger- e Republican dominance, said he
o fop y election is over,” he said. ) was ready for the race and con-
" | "T've got the opportunity to help = fident in his chances.
‘ ;nother"good representative get *J personally intend to work
| elected. : all year,” Meadath said. “Tam &

' Right weeks before the pri-

mary, it leaves McConnaughay
alane an the GOP ticket for -

‘| county board chairman and

headed for a run against Demo-

crat Tom Meadath in the

political unknown, and the only

1 can win this election is 1o

et in front of the largest
Zurmbet of voters 1 can.’

~ Meadath is running an out-

- &der campaign with a message

See CHAIR on PAGE 5
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By Mike Sullivan

ST. CHARLES — Higher road
impact fees might bring in a pro-
That sums up the'feelin-g of
Mayor Sue Klinkhamer, who com-
during Monday night's City Coun-

cil meeting,

to Kane County over the next
. . decade, but also might drive out po- -
mented at length about the fees

jected §27 million in new revenues

tential developers. ~
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n
of race for
chairman

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle -

~ Treasurer David Rickert's hid
for Kane County board chair-
. man expressed disappoint-
ment Tuesday at news he
dropped out of the race.
Rickert made the an-
nouncement
alongside
Karen
McCon-
naughay, his
-former op-
ponent in
the Repub- [
| lican  pri- [.
mary, at the |
U.5. Senate
campaign of- .
fice of State e
~{—Sen.-.-Steve- ~-Rauschenberger,
who kicked off his effort at the
. same time.

“I'm_disappointed. Its al-

Rickert

[ “.ways good to have a race in the

~.primary,” said county board
member Catherine Hurlbut, R-
Elgin. -
County board member .
" Deborah Allan, R-Elgin, said
she was in “complete disbe-
lief.”
. “Dave was the most quali-
fied candidate to lead the
county,” Allan said.

ickert out

Mchnnaughay is
GOP nominee for
county board spot

1-31-04 Chronicle

ELGIN — Supporters of

“I'm disappointed. 1.
thought Dave was a pretty
good candidate,” said county
board member Lee Barrett, R-
East Dundee.

Rickert cited a lack of sup- .
portand momentum, andade-
sire to .unite Kane County
Republicans behind Rauschen-

* berger’s Senate bid. -

“The necessary support is

‘not out there,” Rickert said.

‘Although Rickert did not
specifically . cite  money

. McConnaughay was far ahead

4" in campaign fund-raising. -

:1 . “Pund-raising is the key to
- any campaign,” Rickert said.

McConnaughay teported: .
on campaign disclosure:docus,
ments filed July 31 for money-
raised through June 30 that she
had raised $46,374. Rickert
had not reached the $3,000
threshold for filing docu-
ments.

A second filing period
ended Dec. 31, and documents
must be filed by Jan. 31.

Now that Rickert, of Elgin,
and William Scardamaglia, of
St. Charles Township, have
dropped out of the Republican
primary race, McConnaughay,
a county board member from
St. Charles, is the defacto GOP
nominee in the March 16 pri-
mary.

. She will face Democrat
Thomas Meadath of St. Charles
in the Nov. 2 general election.

“I'm disappointed = he
dropped out,” Meadath said.
“Mr. Rickert (in the race) gave a
little broader voice.” .

Meadath does not have an

opponent in the Democratic

primary, but he said he wishes
he did. ' S

See RICKERT, page 2




call
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Rickert
Cpntinued from pége 1

" A primary debate gives
candidates more opportunity
to disseminate their mes-

vide new ideas for campaigns,
he said. '
“I think having two candi-

voters a choice,” he said.
Meadath said he will not

change his campaign now

that he knows his opponent.
“I dor’t think it's going to

whether it will help me. It will
be interesting to see how Mrs.
McConnaughay's . opinions
stack up i
Meadath said.

next to Rickert at the an-
nouncement, thanked him
and stressed party unity.

unity,” she said.

Talking about GOP unity is

.| easier said than done,. espe-
. cially with the geographic di-... -

ment of David Rickert, left,
- Tuesday’s announcement, David Rickert stated that he is
Kane'County Board chairman, '

sages. Also, debates also pro- -

dates in the primary gives the

hurt me. It's too early to say-

against 'mine,”

McConnaughay, standing -

- "T'mvery excited aboutthe -
opportunity to create party:

T The oxperienearr VPRIV R |E
GOP

VN.W‘!.bFéI\I g Youeantrst g

Wayne Ratzlaff — Chronicle phato statf

" 11.S. Senate Candidéte Steve Rauschenberger, RElgin, center, picks up the endorse-

and Karen McConnaughay on Tuesday in Elgin. During

visions among Aurora, Tri-

~ Cities and Elgin Republicans,

Hurlbut said.

“I think there is-a lack of
unity in this county,” Hurlbut
said. :

Barrett agreed. ,

“There's no historical indi-
cations that anyone will work
other than parochially,’
Barrett said. “I'm not so re-
sponsive to words as 1 am to
actions.”

Action that would appease
Barrett would be an “even dis-
tribution of county effort,” es-
pecially in transportation
projects.

He said the highway proj-
ects are “clustered around the
mid-towns,” meaning the Tri-
Cites.

McConnaughay and
Rickert - also  officially en-
dorsed Rauschenberger's bid
to win the Republican nomi-

. nation for the U.S, Senate seat. *
“being "~ 'vacated:’ : by . Peter.

+* Fitzgerald. - -~ letting down’ those who sup-

Rauschenberger’s top op-
ponents Wil _be - -James

: Obe

- up aWeb site.

jeis and Jack Ryan; ="
' Rauschenberger ~appar- -

he is dropping from the race for

‘ently served as broker be-

tween  Rickert and
McConnaughay in discus-
sions that culminated - in
Tuesday's announcement.
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- Rickert said he _'ca]ledr -

Rauschenberger ~and
broached the topic of drop-
ping out of the race. Rickert
then said he would help with
the technical side of the cam-
paign as a volunteer setting

McConnaughay said’
Rauschenberger called her
“over the weekend” to see
about an endorsement from
her and Rickert. S
. Rickert said he made no
deal with the McConnaughay

campaign to drop out of the - - 3

race. _
" “This is my decision to
drop out of the race. there has
been no agreement whatso-
ever,” Rickert said.

in dropping out of the race is

plorted him. =~ .

Pl just flt T was the miost |
“-qualified’ candidate to push .
for finaricial reform,” he said. .
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Rickert said his only regret” |




Take a shot at Page S chm

How much would you pay for a

beard? I'm talking about the fine, saltand the comments by some other board

pepper beard that presently graces my
chin (OK, OK... chins). What doyou -
think it's worth? Before you all think T've
finally slipped that last cog, let me

lain. S

This Monday, Jan.26, Avenue Two
Barber Shop in St. Charles will be the site
of a nifty fund-raiser for one of my
absolute favorite charities. From5to 9

- p.m. the folks at Avenue Two will donate
-all of the money they make cutting hair -

* to the Special Olympics. So come on out.
Get your ears lowered and support a
terrific organization at the same tlme
‘What a deal!

Since my cmffure is all but perfect,

- don't need a trim, but I've got an offer

_ youjust can't refuse. I'm putting my
beard up for auction and best bid gets to
wield the clippers.

Now I know there has to be someone
out there who I might have tweaked in
one of my columns who would love to do
the honors, so here’s your chance to geta
little revenge while helping some very
special people.

.. Asyou might imagine, L havea few
conditions attached to this deal. First,
the minimum this baby comes off for is

. $150, so dig deep. Second, NO RAZORS!

~ I'mnot stupid enough to'allow some of

.you anywhere near my neck with a sharp
blade. Third, bidding ends at 4 p.m.
Monday, with shearing at 6 p.m. {or later
if the winner insists). Make your bids via
é-mail, or by telephoning or mailing it to
the address below. . -

Avenue Two is located at 204 East
Main Street, and their phone number is
(630) 584-2002. Drop by Monday, even if
you're not getting a cut, and helpus -
support alt the wouderfu] Special
OIymplans L

‘ ** ¥
On Tuesday, Dave chkert\dropped )
.out of the race for the Republican .
-nomination for chairman of the Kane *
County Board. Rickert’s campaign, while
earnest, never really gathered steam and
never captured the public’s imagination
“or financial support, so Tuesday’s -

* announcement was not a total surprise. -

" having trouble raising funds. If they felt

. himself.

- class when he quit. Too bad the people

Y thought would lose a candidate or two is

* said Mike Leuer would drop out by how,

The biggest surprises that day were

members who proclaimed themselves to
being “shocked” and “disappointed” by .
Rickert's decision. Coming from :
seasoned politicians, those are pretty
odd comments, especially when they've
known for months that Rickert was

he was the best person for the job, then
they needed to be out helping him meet
voters and raise money. Neither
happened and Dave was left to fend for

* There is a lesson for future
candidates and the short version is this:
Politics, as the late Chicago alderman
Paddy Bauler once said, ain't beanbag. '
It's rough and tumble and youw'd better. .
knowwho your friends really are before
you take the plunge. Rickert showed a lot
of courage by running and even more

who talked him into the campaign d1d
not show the same qualities.

Another race that a lot of observers

the Republican primary contest for Kane
County state’s attorney. Smart money

but as of late Monday that hasn’t
- happened. Frankly, this is;puzzling,
because if Leuer really is in this race be
has an odd way of showing it. . !
So far, Leuer is the missingmanat
debates and other candidate functions. I
dor’t know how he thinks he'll get
elected if he avoids the public, but
‘maybe it's some new political strategy
I'm unfamiliar with. Failing that, one has
to ask why Leuer bothered to go to all the
effort of collecting petitions and forming
an election committee if he hasn't the
burning desire to get elected. Leuer
needs to do what is commonly referred
toasa “gut check" and decide 1f he’s in or
_out.

» Bill Page lives in St. Charles and
writes about local issues on Tuesday and
Thursday. Calls and e-mails answered at
(630} 584-0803 or
wpage@mediawerks.org.
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The flaw is.

most evident
along
Randall
Road, where

a widget

. retail store
" on the east
. side of

the road
would pay
thousands

' and
thousands

" of dollars
more than
the widget

.competitor

_across the

* street on the
west side of

" the road.

/ '3(9’ o4
O/W“On/de

Our Vlewpomt

County board should
- review fee decision

" swell-intentioned as
the decision mightbe,

the transportation
impact fee imposed by the
Kane County Board is
unfortunate and should be
changed. :
By a vote of 18-7, bodrd
members enacted a fee

* structure that penalizes
 central Kane Countyin

general, and the Tri-Cities in.

- particular. Board members
- also created a system by

which a business on one side
of the road would pay -

significantly more than their

neighboring compehtor .

- across the street.

Makes sense? Not really
That is why it must change. .

. Theimpact fee is
designed to create a pool of
money to address some $350
thillion in county

" transportation needs. The
. county was divided into eight

planning areas and the
dividing lines were based on
the 2020 land-use plan. The
plan was adopted nearly
eight years ago, in 1996.

The countys theory was
that developers in faster-
growing areas should pay

‘morein fees than thosein
s]ower—growing areas because

the first group’s projects
places more drivers on the
road.

A reasonable plan on the

. surface. And, certainly, the -
" lines must be drawn :

somewhere. In the end,
however, the philosophyis a

- bit shortsighted.

The flaw is most evident
along Randali Road, where a
widget retail store on the east
side of the road would pay
thiousands and thousands of

" dollars more than the widget -

competitor.across the street

on the west side of the road.
That inherit unfairness

has prodded Tri-Cities

officials to consider a lawsuit

" to overturn the county’s

decision.

The county's decision will
do little to ease traffic
congestion. At best, it will
create' money dedicated to
the specific planning areas
that will benefit road
maintenance, not new
transportation possibilities.
‘We will wait in traffic on

" smoother roads, but we sdll

will wait.
The county’s decision also
will not be a tax only on

. developers. Certainly,

developers will pass the cost
along to the consumer, and in
doing so, will create an odd
competitive environrment
with stores across the street

" from each other,

The county’s decision will

.exacerbate the competition

between communities vying
for businesses and the tax )
revenue they generate, quite ' .
possibly giving developers yet
another tool in their

-negotiations between

competing communities.
Such tools rarely help
1esidents.

Asa philosophy, meact
fees are a solid instrument.
‘When reasonable, they help
fund needed infrastructure

" improvements that

accompany new’

developments and actasa .

way to help manage growth.
The county's plan, as

“difficult as the decision was,

directly harms central Kane, .
as well as other portions of
the county. Although the
board’s intentions were
admirable, the final product -
still needs work.
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Growth issues at
center of State of

| Co'unty

N=AA=04—

address
Chroprcl d

\Kane is second-fastest growing
county in lllinois

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronic]_e

ST. CHARLES — Respect for
residents and land while
preparing for tremendous

- growth will occupy county gov-
ernment for the next 25 years,
Mike McCoy said.

_ McCoy, the Kane County
Board chairman, spoke
Wednesday to members of the
. DuKane Valley Cou.ncﬂ at the
Hilton
Garden Inn
about the
state of the
county.
DuPage
County
Board Vice
Chairman
Bill Maio and
Kendall
County
Board mem-
ber Kay Hatcher also addressed

the council.

“Almost everything we do
revolves around growth,”
McCoy said.

When McCoy first was

_elected to the county board
in 1992, Kanc’s. population’
was about 325,000. Today the
population nears 455,000, a
40 percent increase in 12
years.
- Kane is the second-fastest
growing county in Illinois and
38th fastest in the United
States,

“That issue will dominate
county government for. the
next 25 years,” he said. “I've
been criticized for being anti-
growth. I almost have to laugh
at that.”

McCoy, who leaves office .
© Nov.”30 after two terms as
chairinan, said governments
must “protect and respect”
existing citizens and the

McCoy

land in the face of growth
that will bring 600,000 resi-
dents by 2020 and 700,000
by 2030.

“We want the new growth
to pay for itself. In some re-
spects, we rate {existing resi-
dents) higher than the future
citizens,” he said.

McCoy mentioned the
transportation impact fee pro-
gram, which was adopted last
week and will take effect April
1. The prograin is controversial
because the formula that de-
termines the cost to develop-
ers charges developments in
the Tri-Cities at a higher rate
than other regions in the
county.

He said Aurora has grown
by 60,000 residents since he
has been on the board and
most of that growth has taken
place in DuPage County,
which has a transportation
impact fee.

“I guarantee it will not stop
development,” he said.

Growth will' affect the
county’s agricultural base and
encroach on open space, .
which increases the risk of
flooding, he said.

“We've learned if you don't
respect the land, it will disre-
spectyou,” he said.

Maio spoke to DuPage'’s

economic  situation and
likened budget cuts tocuts in a
family’s budget.

“We felt we had to make a
cut in our own house,” Maio
said. :
Kendall will see propor-
tionately greater growth than
Kane, Hatcher said. Kendall's
population is 60,000. In 20
years it is expected to grow to
120,000,

“The stress put on existing
infrastructure will be tremen- .
dous,” Hatcher said.



"y Prairie

' Commons
X idea moves
Y forward

By GALA M. PIERCE
Daily Herald Staff Writer

More than two years in the
making, Batavia planners
Wednesday night approved the
. annexation and the preliminary | !
" development concept for the |
Lorenz property. o

Developers outlined plans for

Prairie Commons at the comer
of Wind Energy Pass and Kirk
road. The subdivision would
consist of 253 twg- and three-
bedroom townhouses on about
35 acres. Twenty acres have been
designated for comercial vse.
. "Iliked ¢his concept from the |,
very beginning,” plan comrhis-
sloner Gene Schneider said a
© Wednesday's meeting. i
Since July, the developer has
hired consultants to analyze how
the neighborhood would affect
the combined 31,300 square feet
of wetlands and the trees border-

[-33-04

ing the property. Consultants |.

also were hired to analyze poten-
tial intersection traffic and also
water detention. A tree survey
has been conducted. .

"We haven't been against this™|i

project,” said Alan Long, an
Aurora resident who lives in the
Savannah subdivision, which
borders the property. “We want
to be good neighbors, ... At the
same tme, were worried about
the storm-water issues and the
wetland buffer.”

Long also addressed.the
planned location of the water-

- tower, which now would be built,

= ontheeastem edge of the site, as|

-recommended by the Batavia

public works department.

. “Tt will save the taxpayers and

“the city lots of meney to put it

where the public works depart-
mentwants it,” Schoetder said,

The townthouses would be%‘n
in price at-just below the |
-$200,000 mark and would range
up to the $300,000s. The neigh-
borhood will include several

. small gardens and parks.

No retailers have been secured
for the commercial end, but the
city will grant space for officcs
and restaurants, City staff mem-
‘bers will not permit autamaobile
service shops or dealerships,
banks, storage garages, massage
or physical therapy practices,
auditoriums and theaters, fast-
food chains or ather

= ' drive-through businesses.

fit and exists to preserve, restore and inter-
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Story trled to further -
a fraudulent DARE

The Daily Herald established -

anew low in coverage of the
DARE controversy with its Jan.
17 story about the grammar
* school kids who recently com-
‘pleted the curriculum :
(Neighbor section, Page 1),
Thelead paragraphs refer
o “plenty of discussion” about
DARE and imply that Kane
County residents can form
a sound opinion about DARE
simply by talking with one
another or by v151t1ng a DARE
classroom.
Such an lmphcatlon misleads
readers about the nature of the

national discourse about DARE. -

'DARE programs have always
- . claimed they préovide akind of

inoculation against drug abuse.

" That is the central reason why
“they were introduced into
-school programs.

Take away that claim — char-
-acterize them simply as police
comrnunity relations programs
— aind the DARE movement

- would wither away even though

good relationships between

police and community are
important to our society.

Over the past 15 years, rnoun-
tains of research have shown
that, at best, DARE programs
"+ do not reduce substance abuse

among the students who com-
plete the program.
Atworst, a DARE program

'might produce a so-called

boomerang effect, which actu-
ally increases the probability
some students will use drugs.
Thus, the debate over DARE is
really a debate over therole of
evidence in the design of educa-
tionial curricula: Should we put
programs in out schocls
because we have evidence that

. they work or should we put .

them in our schools because’
they make their proponents and
some of the students feel good?

.The evidence shows DARE edu-

cation is quack education.

DARE instructors might feel
good while they deliver the -
instructon and DARE students
might feel good when they get
a certificate, but the program
does not accomplish its funda-
mental mission.’

If schools need programs to
help police officers develop a
better rappott with students,

“the officers should be giving

students useful information

, rather than information that

has no long-term positive
effects and might, the evidence
suggests, stimulate curiosity
that otherwise would have
remained dormant.

/-—é?dvoéf WL/ /ff’/zzf
Fence Post

What's next? Will you be

- publishing stories that flatter .

other forms of quackery by
interviewing other victims
who do not understand they

-have been misled?

‘For exarnple, let’s have more
stories from smokers who are
happy when they smoke. Allow
them to tell us that they them-

_ selves have not contracted

cancer and their enjoyment
proves the phoniness of studies
that show smoking contributes

© 1o lung cancer.

How about some stories from
women who are going to con-
tinue estrogen therapy because
they have wonderful visits with

. aphysician who seemns to care

for them and believes the
research is wrong about the
dangers of the hormone?

" Or how about some inter-
views with high school football
players who talk about their
determination to continue to
use steroids because they just
love the way their muscles grow
and everyone knows the
research about the bad effects of
steroid use is not to be trusted?

Your paper exploited these
kids to further the agenda of
DARE advocates with this story.

It's ime for you (and for -
them) to back opinions w1th
ewdence

: ]oseph C. Kulis
St. Charles




N. Aurora
concerned
over Randall
agreement

1-83-CL0bmcle

Some worry
about curb cuts

By ERIC SCHELKOPF
Kane County Chronicle

NORTH AURORA —
Some village trustees are wor-
ried about the conditions
being placed on a proposed
agreement to transfer control
of Randall Road from the
county to the village.

Trustees on Wednesday re-
viewed an agreernent to secure
jurisdiction of a 1.6-mile stretch
of Randall Road between
Interstate 88 and Orchard
Road. They
are ex-
pected to
vote on the
agreement
at Monday’s
Village
Board

| »
e Vi

that meet- g ,
ing, e DBerman

Kane County  Board's
Transportation Committee on
Friday will review the agree-
ment.

As part of the proposed .

agreement, the county would
allow a right-in, right-out ac-
cess on the west side of
Randall Road, about 1,000 feet
-south of Comiskey Avenue.
The access would serve the

17.5-acre Randall Commons .

shopping center being pro-
-posed at the northwest cormer
of Randall Road and Qak Steet.

Walgieens would be the
first tenant in the center.

But Village Trustee Mike
Hetlihy did not like that the
agreement also dictates

- where other curb cuts can be

located. Along with that, the
agreement states no curb
cuts will be allowed within
500 feet of Orchard Road,

“This is the first 1learned
that this transfer was predi-
cated on a list of curb cuts,”
Herlihy said.

But Village President Mark
Ruby said he thought the agree-
mentwas “good planning.”

“I think it is good planning
as far as a lineup of curb cuts
along Randall Road,” Ruby said.

He warned that changing
the agreement could put the
proposed shopping center in
jeopardy:

“If we start playing around
with this, we could jeopardize
the project,” Ruby said,

Village Trustee Dale
Berman said the board should
accept the agreement. ™

“I'think we have gotten the

 best we are going to get from

the county,” Berman said.

In reply, Village Trustee
Max Herwig said, 'T don't dis-
agree, but we have to under-
stand what our limitatons
are.” .

Ruby said the village still
would have some flexibility
where the curb cuts areiocated.

“It doesnt mean reason-
able adjustments can't be
made,” Ruby said.
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Batavia planners

Plan inc_ludes shopping complex

By MARK FOSTER
Kane County Chronicle

BATAVIA — Plans moved

ahead Wednesday for a 253-unit
" townhouse project at the south-

east corner of Kirk Road and

-Wind Energy Pass.

. The plan commission ap-
proved the annexation and

‘conditional use permit for

developer Dave Faganels
project, which eventuallyis to

_include a shopping center.

Faganel said he hopes to get

construction on the townhouses

under way this year. The plan

now moves to the city council
Commumity Development Com-
mittee.

There will be four townhouse
designs of two or three bed-
rooms, with prices ranging from
$170,000 for the 1,500-square-
foot basic model to $300,000 for

a2,600-square-foot unif, Faganel -

said.
The townhouses will cover a

"36-acre portton of a 55-acre

property. The remainder of the

OK townhouses

land, nearest to Kirk Road, will
be the site for a shopping center,
but no proposal has yet materi-
alized.

“We've marketed the prop-
erty,” Faganel said. “We still don't
know.” .

The townhouse project abuts
Fermilab on the east. At the east
end of the development, along
the Hllinois Prairie Path, Faganel
is donating land to the city for
the new eastside water tower,

Faganel had wanted the
tower to be located on the west
side of the property along Kirk
Road, but city officials insisted
on thelocation to the east.

“T sdll don't like the location,”
Faganel said. '

=y
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Board candidate off ballot:

James Neuman's bid for a seat on
the Kane County Board ended
Wednesday when he withdrew
his name from the hallot.'
Neurnan, a South Elgin Republi-
can, notified the county clerk on
the last day to do so before the
March 16 primary. Without
Neuman, the race to replace Dis-
trict 14 board member Karen
McConnaughay, wha is the GOP
nominee for county board chair-
man, remains one of the few
contested races. Two St. Charles
men, Amey Silvestri and Mark
Davoust, will face each other in

the Republican primary.

i’

Township sets Lincoln dinner:’

House Speaker Dennis Hastert

. is the invited guest speaker for

the Aurora Tewnship Republi-

- ¢can Central Committee’s 47th

annual Lincoln Day Dinner. The
dinner is Feb. 5 at Gaslite
Manor, 2485 Church Road,
Aurora. A social hour begins at 6
p-m. and dinner at 7 p.m. Cost is
$50 per person or $600 for a
table. Call Denny Wiggins at
{630) 892-4598 or Dick Rokop at
{630) 896-7683 for tickets. .

Driver ed price could go up:
" TheWest Aurora school district

will petition the state to increase

[

dent, leaving the district to pay

‘but only expects to charge stu-
. dents $130 next year. The

|~ 2R304

the driver education fee from
$50 to as much as $250 per stu-
dent to help cover the cost of
the class. According to a report
given by board Vice President
Neal Ormond, the class cur-
rently costs the district about
$216 per student. Fifty dollars
comes from the student and the
state pays about $100 per stu-

the rest. Ormond said he wants
to raise the amount the district
cart charge to $250 per student,

hearing with the state is set for
Feh. 10.

i, 7
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' KANE COUNTY
CHRONICLE

CHICAGO — qumer State
Rep. im Durkin will endorse
Steven }. Rauscheuber. :
the Republican nominaton
forthe U.S. Senatg.

Durkin will makée the ar;:[
cement today - ,
ggélrrxlts in Spr'mgﬁeld and

Chicago. )
1In g2002, Durkin won the

inati u.s.
GOP nomination for
Senate against John Cox and

Jim Oberweis.

— e - -
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N. Aurora wantsyccl)ii/lt%f '

over stretch of Randall

BY DARRYL MELLEMA
Daily Herald Correspondent’

Randall Road from Orchard
Road to 1-88 is set to become
North Aurora property.

North Aurora’s village board

agreed in principle at Wednes-
day’s comnmittee of the whole
meeting to the jurisdictional
road transfer of 1.6 miles of what
is currently Kane County road-
way. . .
The village board is expected
to formally approve the transfer
at its Monday meeting. The
matter then moves to the Kane
County Board, which is expected
to approve the transfer at its Jan,
30 meeting. The village and
county have been in negotiations
for some weeks finalizing the
transfer, which is needed so
planned village development can
.| continue along Randall Road.

Among the projects that
depend on North Aurora’s con-

trol of Randall Road is the pro-
posed Randall Commons

business development west of | #

Randall and north of Orchard
Read. -

-“At this stage of the game, we
either complete this or we forget
about the development out
there,” Mayor Mark Ruby said.

While the board was iri overail
agreement with the transfer
agreement, there was seme con-
cern about the list of allowed
curb cuts, designated spots
along the road where intersec-
tions or driveways may be
constructed.

- “Why are we agreeing now
and forever that these are the

curb cuts,” Trustee Mark Herlihy | |

asked. Ruby explained that the

village was not just taking juris-

diction to take control of the
curb cuts. He mentioned that the
Randall Commons development
would be “a dead issue” if the
transfer did not take place.

——
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Beaton /705

Electiomuaich

Citizens to Elect Tim 0'Neil
will host a fund-raiser in his
honor from 5:30 to 8 p.m. today
at The Royal Fox Country Club.
The club'is located at Royal and
Ancient drives in St. Charles.

The cost is 875 per person or
$125 per couple.

O'Neil is a Republican
candidate for Kane County -
State’s Attorney in the March 16
primary. C

All are welcome to attend and
meet O'Neil. Tg make a
reservation, call (630) 377-0012.

Local candidates are invited to
submit items about endorsements,
Sund-raisers, debates,

. appearances or other campaign

activities to Election Watch. Mail
items-to: Election Watch, The

" Beacon News, 101 S. River St.,
Awrora 60506. Fax (630)
844-1043. Or e-mail
beaconourtowns@scnl.com
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Gorecki

_possible authority vacuum in

‘Gorecki the following moming,

g
~ Mike McCoy

- -of the state’s atlorney's office
“has been on the minds of

" dents throughout the county.

County
set to
replace

McCoy proceeds without
attorngy general’s opimion
BY PATRICK WALDRON
Deily Herald Staff Writer

Moving quickly to avoid a

the Kane County state's attor-
ney's office come Feb. 1, county

board Chairman Mike MeCoy is |

calling a special meeting to
appoint & successor to Meg

McCoy's actions come as the
- _ time of state's
attorney’

nois Supreme
Court-ordered
suspension
from the prac-
tice of law is
just nine days

away.

In Novernber,
| thc supreme
court ruled
Gorecki’s law

1 license would
[ be suspended

b as punishment
for ethics viola-
tions. |
month, the
court -ordered
that the-suspension take effect
Feb.1. . )

. 'What happens then at the top

Aty

McCoy, Goreckl, lawyers,
judges, defendants and resi-

_-“It's a seripus thing," McCoy
said, *I don't think we can have
a period of time where there
isn't an avithority there.”

Gorecki’s Illi- |-

Continued from Page 1

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23, 2004

This |-

A year ago, McCoy asked Illi-

nois Attorney General Lisa =

Madigan to advise him on the
future of the state’s attorney

position in the event Gorecki

were suspended. .

At issue was, and still ig,
whether Gorecki can return to
duty following a suspension
and, regardless, who runs the
officc in her absence.

The Jatter question — the

. dilemma of who signs the

indictments and acts officially
as the people’s lawyer — comes
into playFeb.. - -

McCoy never got an answer
and instead was told in March

" SeeCOUNTY onPAGE14 .

County: Quick action advised

Comtirued from Poge 1 .

that such an-opinion would
only be issued to the state's
attorney. Goreckd has asked the
same gquestion, it an answer
still has not come,

“I'm not going to wait for it,"
McCay said.

He is interested in what Madi-
gan has to say, but feels he must
act {0 ensure a top prosecutor is
in place before court opens Feb.
2, the first day of business
duringthe suspension.

Under the advisement of Spe-

| cial Assistant State's Attorney

Pat Kinnally, McCoy believes the
office will be vacant as soon as
Goreckiis suspended.

“I am not a lJawyer, but the
opinion before me at this point
in time I agree with,” McCoy
said. o

Absent any con opinion
from Madiga.}l’:, he II'.*\a'?l-ll—yt:aﬁ) upon
the full county board to declare

that vacancy, as required by
state statutes. A successor
would serve as state’s attorney
until Gorecki's term expires at
the end of Novernber.

At the samc meeting, likely to
be at8 a.m. Feb. 2, he will nomi-
nate a candidate to [itl out
Gorecki’s term. Under state law,
the county board chairman has
the authority to name a candi-
date to fill such a vacancy with
the consent of the county
board. T :

The speed of McCoy's
appointment is based on a 1995
precedent set when Jim Ryan
resigned as DuPage County
state’s attomey to be swom in as
Mlinois attom;eiy general.

McCoy and others believe
failure to move quickly could
result in potential problems in
cases throughout the county

judicial system, as outlined for
DuPage County Board members
in January 1995 by George

Sotos, then chief of the DuPage
office’s civil division.
“This question poses some

‘problems ‘since, absent an-

immediate appointment to fill
the vacancy, the statutory pros-
ecution and defense of cases

a temporary or special state’s
attorney could be challenged,”
Sotos wigte.

“Any delay, inchiding one day
... would result in an unneces-
sary displacement of judicial
resources and possible inter-
ruption of pending cases.”

All of this could change,
depending on the next nine
days. : )

I've tried to think of every
scenario,” McCay said.

Most boil down to the county
board and the attorney general.

Ifno Madigan opinion comes,
the board likely would declare
the vacancy and the appoint-
ment would go forward.

If Madigan says Goreckd can

come back and no appoint-
ment is needed, that leaves the
board with two conflicting rul-
ings. At that point, they could
declare a vacancy or leave
things alone. ]

atever happens, McCoy
says he'll be ready the first day
of business followlng Gorecki's
suspension,

Gorecki was unavailable for
comment late Thursday and no
information related to the
Gorecki matter had been
released by the attorncy gen-
eral’s office.

As for successors, McCoy
sald be has not finalized any
selections.

Since Gorecki's suspension
was annecunced, McCoy has
said he prefers to select some-
one who works in the office
ngw and lives in Kane County..
Assistants Bob Sandner and

Kathy Moran remain strang

possibilities. .
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School

1-83-0cf
seéi«s to

e
de-annex land

from Aurora, annex to N. Aurora

" .Deerpath Road
- would move
- 500 feet wes

. By ERIC SCHELKOPF -
Kan_e Coun_ty Chronicle

NORTH AURORA — More

businesses soon could be
coming to the village's west
side. -

Aurora Christian Schools
wants to de-annex 6.7 acres'it
: - owns from
Aurora and
‘annex it to

Aurora. It
warits  busi-
ness zoning
for the land,
which is

along  the

' o west side of

Ruby Deerpath

‘ . Road - and

south of the ComEd right of
way.

The two lots are in the
Deerpath Commerce Center.
The school, " at 14
Blackhawk St.,; had planned to
build a new campus between
Deerpath and Orchard roads,
but now plans to move into a
 building in Aurora.
. Plan . commissioners re-
cently recommended zoning
the land for business use,

However, ‘they recommended -

North

"sh'ga'r“Grm‘r_'é :
* Tounship

that mini-warehouses not be
allowed on the land: )
School officials have not

released any plans for the

and.

Village officials want to
shift Deerpath Road to the
west to increase the economic
opportunities on the village's
western corridor,

Village trustees already
have approved an agreement
with Aurora that moves: the
road 500 feet to the west.

“It gives depth and value to

Froposal fo move |-
Deerpath Road
w300 feat wesi

st i

Chronicle graphic by Joshua Moninger

the entire property to do

something with it,” President -

Mark Ruby said.

Trustees discussed what
would happen to the current
Deerpath Road.

Village Attorney. Kevin
Drendel said the road could be
removed or used as a private
road, B
““l am -concerned about
what happens to the old road,
and the maintenance of the

" old road,” Village Trustee Max

Herwig said.




District 14

hopefuls differ
over gas tax

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA — At first blush,
there is little difference be-
tween Mark Davoust and
Amey Silvestri in their quest for
a seat on the county hoard.

The major difference be-
tween the two is that Silvestri,
35, supports N
increasing
the county §
gas tax by. 2 |
cents, while [N
Davoust, 45,
said he
would vote - ¥
against it.

“Twould-
n't be pre-
pared to vote
on that,” Davoust said.

Silvestri said a 2-cent in-
crease in the gas tax would
make little difference in the
pump price. He said gas prices
in counties that have higher
county gas taxes, such as
McHenry County, have lower
prices than some gas stationsin
Kane, '

His said his only concern
would be for the business
owner, but, “If they can com-

Davoust

pete up there, they can com-

pete here.” .

“*Kane levies a 2-cent local
tax, but it has the authority to
impose two more cents.
DuPage and McHenry coun-
ties levy 4 cents.

Silvestri and Davoust are
seeking the position currently
held by Karen McConnaughay,
who is running for county
board chairman.

. District 14 includes the far
west sides of St. Charles and
_Geneva. Randall Road runs
through the distiict. -

In a meeting with Chron-
icle editors Thursday, both
candidates said transporta-
tion was one of the biggest is-
sues facing the county and

the district, -
Both candidates said they

" supported the concept of the

Prairie Parkway, and both can-
didates said the recently im-
posed impact fee program
should be revisited because of
the disparity in costs through-
out the county,

St. Charles,

Davoust, of
FEENS runs Bragel
| Products in
Batavia, a
firm  that
manufac-
J tures indus-
trial
sive  tapes
and band-
S ages,

Silvestri " Silvestri,
of St. Char-
les, owns Silvestri Custom

Homes of St. Charles,

When asked what sepa-
rates the two, Silvestri cited his
life-long residency in St
Charles and District 14, while
Davoust said he was 10 years
older, which gives him more
experience.

“Thave roots here,” Silvestri
said. “T want to maintain the
quality of life.”

“I've had many extra years
of dealing with issues on na-
tional and international level,”
Davoust said.

Both candidates believe
the current jail should be
scrapped and that a new one
should be built on the grounds
of the judicial center.

. And both candidates said
the county’s burn ban is one
of the biggest issues in District
14, where many homes sit on
large lots * with numerous
trees. .

James Neumann .of South
Elgin has withdrawn his name
from the ballot.

The winner in the March 16
primary will face Democrat

Elaine Stern in the Nov. 2 gen-

eral election.

AN £H Rowmoarwas |

=

1-AZ09
Chroriicle
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County: Medical
contract for jail

not bem_g

ollowed
NVroniCle

Health department might
take over responsibilities

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA —- Kane County

officials might shift the re--

. sponsibility of medical care at

the jail to the health depart- -

ment, saying they are un-
happy with the company con-
tracted to provide it.

Wexford Health Sources of

Pittsburgh, Pa., a health-care"

provider that specializes in
jails and prisons, has not com-
plied with terms of its $1.4
millien contract, the county
said. Among its complaints
are a fdilure to document
hours worked by employees
and failure to substitute for
generic drugs.

“All we're asking is that
they follow the contract,” said
James Mitchell, R-North
Aurora.

Sheriff's Cmdr. Pat Keady -

said he has sent notices to
Wexford requesting that the
" company comply with the
contract,

Although some county of-
ficials favored withholding
payment to Wexford, Assistant
State’s Attorney  Michelle
Niermann suggested that a
better initial tactic would be to
send a letter claiming that the
company is in breach of con-
tract.

A representatwe from
Wextord did not retumn phone
messages Thursday.

Committee Chairman
Karen McConnaughay said

the committee will investigate '
other means to provide in-
mate health care, such as
through the health depart-.
ment.

" “Now is the time to take.
another step toward resolving
the problemn,” McConnaughay
said.

Health Department
Executive Director Mary Lou
England
said she has
not dis-
cussed’ the
possibility
of running
the  pro-

gram.
“I'willbe
T B discussing
i some of the
Mitchell issues
: around tak-
ing that over,” England said.
“There has to be a lot of plan-
ning that goes on and re-
search into how best this gets -
done.”
The contract with Wexford
expires in May but has a
clause that continues it into

-November. The clause was in-

serted to coincide contracts
with the end of the county’s
fiscal year.

Jail medical services are
required by state law.

The provider is responsi-
ble for routine medical care
and prescribing medication to
inmates with - psychological
problems.

See CONTRACT, page 2

Qutract

Continued from page 1

tract,

One of the complaints
against Wexford is that it has
not provided a 14-day supply
of these prescription drugs to
inmates upon their release,
which is required in the con-

This is significant because
without the drugs as part of
an after-care prooram. Some

' inmates might commit other
crimes and return tg jail soon
afterledving,

“We want them on the '
right track to after-care so
they don'twind up back in the
jail,” McConnaughay said.

McConnaughay told -
Keady and jail director Todd
Exline to keep track of when
‘Wexford employees work, .

Keeping track of their time
would confirm the costs
Wevfaord charees ehe gaid
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‘Advocacy
center plan
advances
in Geneva
. BY GARRETT Onnoﬁek
Daily Herald Staff Writer

" A long-planned. $600,000

expansion of the Kane Coun
Child Advocacy Center got th?:(

+

1 Hp-04 Dy Heredy

.preservation commission and
. should be under construction

At the center, the county
Investigates sex erimes against
children, but currently victims
have to travel to Delnor-Com-
munity Hospital for medical
exams. Every year the center
works with more than 700 chil-
dren and their farnilies, "

The existing building at 428
James St on the same site as the
planned expansion, will remain
open during construction, Exec-
utive Director Lori Chassee said,

In April, the commission |
rejected a plan for a new build-
" ing at 427 W, Campbell 5t,,

F

" which continued a series of sct- |

- backs in the county’s plans for
expansion dating to the mid-
1990s. At the time, the plan
called for a building that was too
massive and rectangular, com-
Inission rembers said.

The commission wanted to
see something more fitting with
the 19th-century homes sur-
rounding the center and the old
county courthouse.

The proposal endorsed last
week would bring a modern,
4,587-square-foot building to
the historic downtown area, but
one keeping with some of the
architectural cues of the historic

= area, city planner Dick Untch
said. The entrance to the rectan-

narrow side of the building, in
keeping with design characteris-
tics of the area. There will be 2

wrmap-around porch with a short | -

up-step and a pitched roof,
Untch said. The facade will not
bg flat, and the second-floor
windows will feature dormmers. .
- “This is a plan that really
works very well and would be a
compatible structure to pur his-
toric district,” Untch said.

The commission did suggest
several minor changes to the
& - plan, which will be presented at

its Feb. 17 meeting, Though the
building permit process will go |
zhead after that, the area will
require zoning changes to be

go-ahead from Geneva's historic 1.

Ma{%?ﬁm Cgb%eﬁ)lfzg

City

m Follow county lead?:
Aurora officials say
move would resuit

in green fee increase

By Dave Pamro
STAFF WRITER

AURORA — Responding to a
proposal by the city to eliminate
season passes at the two municipal
golf courses in order to boost rev-
enue, one candidate runaing for
mayor next year is calling for pri-
vatizing their operation.

Bill Wyatt, a commissioner on
the Kane County Forest Preserve
Beard who praised private-man-
agement agrecments at county
courses, said Friday that doing the
same in the city would “guarantee

golf courses
should be private

. the elimination of about 10 full-

time city jobs and 60 seasonal jobs.

“If you, privatize it, and we
locked at it, we'd end up charging
higher rates," he said. “They'd be
in it for profit. We're in it to break
even.

"That's why we've got the lowest
rates in the area.”

Whyatt said Kane County's agree-
ments to have private companies
run the Settfler's Hill, Hughes
Creek and Deer Valley golf cours-
es have worked out well. The two
contracts — Settlers and the nine-
hole Deer Valley are managed te-
gether — call for 14.5 percent of
the revenue from the courses to
come back to the Kane County
Forest Preserve District,

“It just guarantees that you
won't lose money,” Wyatt said: "I
guess the question is, do you keep
the prices so cheap

the taxpayers of Au-

rora a profit, and re- -, "They should be

move the element of
risk associated with
this highly. competi-

that you lose money
on it?” Through three
quarters of fiscal year

profilable, and 2003, the county

courses have yielded

ﬁvgvl;l;ﬂnﬁf:has an- they have been in the forest preserve
nounced his intention  thg past, We're just gésatéfgéo said d?:h?:(l:t
to run in the 2005 Finance Director Bob

mayoral race, encous-

‘gular building will be on the |

approved by the plan commis-
= sionand the city council.

s

aged Mayor David

barely making our Quinlan. The county -

Stover and the City  bond payments ~ JoSsat have any

Council to explore . fal o T Cap
; et osts, he said.

the option, citing "fi- now. The county’s week-

nancial ?roblems” at ] end golf rates with

the Phillips Park Golf Jim Pilmer cart at the two 18-

Course and Fox Val-  Aurora Parks Director  hole courses are $46

ley Golf Club.

But city officials
said the planned rate increases and
elimination of season passes after
this year aren’t a result of financial
problems, only a way to ensure the
courses break even. The city's
2003 preauditcd  numbers show
about $2.05 million in golf course
expenses, including paying down
$393,000 in debt from the recent
Phillips Park course upgrade, and
$2.09 million in revenue.

The revenue includes a $225,000
gaming tax subsidy from the city
to cover the band debt, meaning
the actual loss was about $183,000.

Without the debt, the courses
would have made $210,000.

“They should be profitable, and
they have been in the past,” said
Aurora Parks Director Jim Pilmer.
“We're just barely making our
bond payments now.”

Pilmer said letting a manage-
ment company run the courses
would result in higher rates and

N

and $57 for residesits
or $59 and $75 for
nonresidents. The city this year
plans to charge residents 524 and
nonresidents $35 on weekends at
the Phillips Park Golf Course, plus
$13 to 516 for a cart. The rate at the
Fox Valley Golf Course is $30, plus

cart.

Stover said he has looked at pri-
vatizing the courses but decided
against it so the city would main-
tain contro} of prices and opera-
tions. Privatization is unrealistic
hecause the city would expect the
management company o assume
$4.5 million in remaining debt on
the Phillips Park upgrade, he said.

Twa of Wyatt's potential oppo-
nents in the mayor's race, Richard
Irvin and Angel Hernandez, said
they don't plan on making the golf
courses a campaign issue because
there are more important prob-
lems facing Aurora, such as coime.
Candidate Tom Weisner could not
be reached for comment.

. i
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Stop farm pollution
" My wife and I moved out

here west of the city to live in

clean, fresh air. The Kane

Couinty Board is to be com-
~ mended for banning leaf
burning in the area. However,
mywife and I have noticed a
big pollution problem. In the
fall, the farmersin the area -
combine their corn and their
beans and they cause a lot of
dust to be in the air, I bet that

la

rC

-

Perhaps the Kane County
Board could put a stop to the

- pollution problem and make
the area livable again.

Criticism unfounded

I was sad to read in Sound
Off the attempts to discredit
. JonZahm. I.do notknow the
Q\ facts of the issues the callers
(\Q mentioned but I can say I have
' knewn Jon for more than 15
~ years, and the callers’ com-
ments were a gross mis-
representation of Jon. First, like
one song says, you do not live
in a great big house and you do
not drive a big fancy car. If fon
is getting paid to help
candidates, I am sure it cannot

(o

.

5

be much. Also, from numerous

personal experiences with
John, if Jon sees an issue that is
a concern to the well-being or
-freedoms of Kane County
citizens, he works tirelessly and
for fiee to fight for all of the
people of Kane County. Jonis a
true Ametrican patriot, and I
wish those who are not as
dedicated and personally

involved and committed ag Joni-

would stick to the issues and
stop the personal attacks.

dust stays in the air for weeks, ..

~that is so vital to our local

Builder on the board

I, for one, am very
encouraged to hear that local
builder Amey Silvestri is
running for the Kane County
Board in the 14th District, Who
better to help with the planning
and growth of our community
than someone who takes part
in the actual building of this
Colmumnunity? Let's face it, our
county is growing and we need
to plan for it. It sounds to me
that a builder would have the
experience and knowledge to
help and control the growth

economy. A builder on the
county board is hardly a

problem. In fact, it sounds like
a solution.

[ udicial system critic
My cormment is I would like

| toknowwhat gives the right to

certain employees of the Kane
County judicial systern to
blame aperson, a passenger,
for injuries sustained to the
driver of a car accident. The
person blamed was not driving,
had anything to do with the
accident. They both decided to
go out that night and both were
adults. They both sustained
serious injuries and they made
their own choices. It is
unfortunate and heart-
breaking when people are
seriously injured but an
accident is an accident and
maybe there is a reason for jt by
a higher power that we have no
control of. What gives these
people a right to play God with
these people’s lives? Everyone
in this situation has been
punished more than anyone
can imagine. The Kane County
Board should look into

" procedures and methods of

. these people in their judicial
system. i they cannot handle
tragic situations, maybe they
should not be in a power of
authority. And whatever
happened to forgiveness?

Thantimhtfil dalivary
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County to turn -

over portion of
road to N. Aurora

: 'BY PATRICK WALDRON

Daily Herald Staff’ Wiiter -

Kane County and North
Aurora officials have reached
agreement on a deal to transfer

a portion of Randall Road to |

the vililage’s control, but the
arrangement doesn’t come
without cost.

Later this year, a 1.6—m11e
stretch of Randall  Road

between 1-88 and Orchard

Road, now under county care,
will be handed over to North
Aurora,

For the chance to give up ‘the
road, the Kane County Trans-
poration Department will pay
the village a one-time fee of
$300,000, plow the lanes for the

- next two years and pay for the

reconstruction of the Randall
Road bridge over 1-88 in about

12 years.
' The county board’s trans-
portation committee

unanimously recommended
approval of the deal Friday. The
matter should reach the full
county board Feb. 10.

With the transfer, the
county’s long-term costs
decrease because of less road
to maintain and patrol, while
the village gets the right to
needed access points proposed
as part of the new retail devel-
opment, Randail Commons.

The deal, similar to a Randall
Road jurisdictional transfer

S

Portlon of nandall Road that |
. may leave county cnnlrnl 24

DAILY HERALD

‘l Aumra

arranged with the city of Aurora

. several years ago, has been in

the works for months.

In December, it nearly got
derailed because ‘the village
wanted permission to add
more access points to Randall
Road, in the form of mall
entrances and exits, than were
allowed under county regula-
tions.

County de51gn standards say
side entrances or exits on Ran-
dall Road must be at least 630
feet apart from another
entrance or intersection. The

. new agreement gives the village

permission to drop that to 500
feet for three entrances con-
nected to the new shoppmg
center.

. The North Aurora village
board recommended accepting
the terms of the deal this week
and is expected to formally
agree to the contract at its
meeting Monday.

AL R SN DR ML e e



S04
By DAVE ORRICK
Dty Herald Staff Writer

Some towns have been able -
to avoid worrying about what
~ to do with radioactive radium

after removing it from the’
drinking water supplies.

Prospect Heights is spending
about $1.3 million to switch
from well water to.Lake Michi-

radium-free. = -
Other towns whose water
supply comes from wells.

.changed their methods of dis- -

posal to avoid the possibly’

hazardous practice of spread-

_ing radium-enriched sludge on
farm fields. :

Last week, Elburn officials

approved a plan to spend

. roughly $2 million on'd process

by Colorado-based Water

. Remediation Technology that

won't just remove the radium

. from the water; it'll getit outof |

the state. _

Instead of flushing the sludge
‘down the sewers, the com-
-pany’s process traps the
radium in containers, and the’
company will be responsible

for replacing those. containers

and getting the waste to a
licensed disposal site.

Bartlett officials also have
had talks with the company.

Elburn officials say two com-
peting methods ion
exchange and water softening
‘—would have cost $4.6 million
and $9 million — and left them
with radioactive sludge.

L THE LARGERS

e

gan water, which is nearly {

Elburn finds silver buller’
‘ el Hercdd

“This is the silver bullet of
radium - removal,” village

administrator David Morrison.
says. “It's better and cheaper.” ~ -

"He says he's not sure why
Elburn officials appear to be

‘more up to speed on regula-

to solve radium problem

tions than counterparts in
many other-communities, but

he said common sense told:

him that generating radioactive

sludge and spreading it on

farms wasn't prudent. .
“Our fear was the EPA would

begin to say, ‘You're just
moving all this radium around

-and not actually getting rid of

it,’ " he.says. “Somebody was
going to figure it out sooner or
later.”
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public input on
2030 plan for .
transportation

‘ GENEVA — A series of forums
will begin this week to explain

Lyl

. eSS
“Kane seeks

progress on the Kane County 2030 °

Transportation Plan. .
An open house is set for 4 to 7

p.m. Wednesday in the auditorium

of the Kane County Government

Center, 719 S. Batavia Ave., Geneva. -

Other forums will be held

 throughout February, one in each

of the eight Planning Partnership
Areas developed by the county.
The purpose of the forums is to
help in determining major trans-
portation projects, guiding trans-
portation decisions and identifying
resources to implement transporta-
tion projects. ,
The county expects to complete
a draft of the plan in March and
bring the plan to the County Board
for adoption in the summer of 2004.
During the past year, forums
were held in each of the Planning
Partnership Areas. With more of
the plan completed, transportation
officials want more public com-
ment. - - ’
After the first open house, the
Planning Partnership area forums
willbe:
® 10 a.m. Jan. 30 — Randall Qaks
Golf Club, for the Upper Fox area.

m 10 a.m. Feb. 3 — North Aurora

Public Library, for the Aurora area.
» 10 a.m. Feb. 9 — Batavia Public
Library, for the Tri-Cities area. -

& 10 a.m. Feb. 11 — Elgin Country
Club, Room 123, for the Elgin area.
= 10 a.m. Feb. 18 — Campton Com-
munity Center, for the Campton
area.

20 am. Feb. 19 — Etburn Public

 Library, for the West Central area.

m 10 2.m. Feb. 23 — Huntley Vil-
lage Hall, for the Northwest area. .
m 1 p.m. Feb. 25— Waubonsee
Community College, Bodie Hall,
Room 150, for the Southwest area.
“Information about the transporta-

* tion planning process is available

on the Kane County Divis?on'of
Transportation’s Web site-at
www.co.kane.il.us/dot.

/36049 Bonco T el
Numbers say home |
monitoring of convicts

By Steve Lord -
STAFF WRITER

'GENEVA — Electronic monitor-
ing of convicted offenders works in
Kane County, and has saved the coun-
ty millions of dollars.

* Jim Mueller, Kane court services-

director, made that point last week to

saves Kane money

pleted the program successfully,
Mueller said. Since December 1992,
there were 2,142 in the program, and

79 percent complefed it successfully. - '

Mueller said he considered the
program completed successfully if
the offenders did what they were told
and were not re-arrested.

On electronic monitoring, an of-

ﬁéte:u Qounty E%arﬁa %oﬂtl'_ ferrl:jii(:lf dis basically
rections and Re i . confined to his home.
tation Committee, And th enu/fanS ‘He wears an electron-
while Mueller has said """ " ic bracelet that proba-
that for a while now, ‘ tion officials can mon-
he brought numbers 0 itor around the clock
ta back it up. 0 to show that the of-

" Mueller said that ‘ fender stayed where .
since December 1992, Percentage ofhome- . * he was supposed to.
when the ' program = monitored offenders who Offenders are al-
started, electronic complete the program lowed to go to work,
monitoring has saved and do things like

Kane about $7.4 million. That is
money that would have been paid to
keep those offenders in jail, and most
likely being sent to the McHenry
County jail, which houses some of
Kane's offenders.

In addition, he said the program
collected about $676,041 from those
offenders, who actually pay the coun-
ty to be in the program. '

. “That is opposed to putting them in
jai;awhere we pay for them,” Mueller
sa

-"During the past year, the county
callected about $90,000, and used
about $45,000 to pay for rental of the
equipment needed. Beyond that, the
;lnlg:lley goes to the county’s general

| There were 232 offenders put on

electronic monitoring during the past
year, and 98.4 percent of them rom-.

doctar’s visits, but those outings must

_be approved by probation officials,

who also monitor the trips. .

. “If you put people in jail, they have
to quit their jobs, or drop out of
school,” Mueller said. “They can't
support their families. They become a
drag on society. This program has
heen successhul, from a costeffective
standpoint.”

Not everyone is eligible for elec-.
tronic monitoring, but eligibility does
not necessarily have to do with the
type of crime an offender committed.
Each offender is evaluated by proba-
tion officials as to whether he or she
can enter the program or not, Mueller
said. .

“There is a certain segment that
has to be behind bars,” he said. “But

there are a group of people who can
be on this, and it works out well.”
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Kane. County Notebook
IDOT moves closer

to bridge approval

ByTOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

Change in administrations
in Springfield left some state
agencies reeling. Many long-
time staffers quit or retired
after Gov. George Ryan left of-
fice.

One of the hardest hithas
been the lllinois Departrment
of Transportaﬁon

“This is significant to Kane
- County because designs for
many road projects are de-
layed awaiting IDOT approval.

At Tuesday’s legislative
breakfast with county and
state officials, county board
Chairman Mike McCoy said
the county has even spent
money to keep projects mov-
ing that should have been paid
by the state. .

The biggest pmJect,s are the
regional bridges.

Land acquisition has been
held up because of the delays.
The county cannot buy prop-
erty until it receives approval,

- "IDOT approval has be-
come the critical path for
.| bridge projects,” McCoy said.

: At Friday’s Transportation
Comimittee meeting, Paul
Rogowsld, director of the Kane
County Division of Transpor-
tation, said IDOT is finishing
up reviewing the “geometrics
of the project.” Once that is
complete, the county can

begin to buyland.

' “This is huge if we getit,”
Rogowski said.

LA ]

- The controversy over the

—,

transportation impact fee pro- O

gram is ironic.
Batavia, Geneva and St.

. Charles officials are upset with

the county because of what
they consider to be an unfair
mandate.

"The county’s program
would charge higher feesfor
developments in the Tri-Cities
than in other parts of the
county.

The irony comes in when
the county.complains about

state-imposed mandates.

Atlegislative breakfasts, the
county people are lobbying for
funding new programs or re-

moval of unfunded mandates.

Sometimes legislators lis-
ten. Sometimes they don't.

In that sense, county offi-
cials should understand how

_the city people feel.

* k¥

. One unfunded mandate is

lifetime probahon for sex of-
fenders.

No one would argue that
sexual predators should be re-
moved from society.

However, county probation

officers wonder how they are
going to pay forit. .

“No one would argﬁe that

these are high-risk people. We

should do everything we can to

keep them off the streets, but I
don'tkmow howwe can do that
without an influx of money,”
court services director James
Mueller said.

|
]
|
|

——————
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BEACON NEWS STAFF -

SPRINGFIELD — The Kane
County Forest Preserve District
and the City of Yorkville are
among the recipients of state
grants for park development and
land acquisition.

State officials this week an-
nounced the release of $23 mil-
lion in state grants to park dis-
tricts and forest preserves
statewide for the purchase and
development of park facilities.

Parks in Aurora, Oswego,
~ Plano, Campton Township, St.

-0 Becilor 7)8e0>

Kane, Yorkville get park grants

Charles and Naperville previous-
ly were announced for funding.

The Yorkville Parks & Recre-
ation Department will receive a
$74,000 grant to develop a neigh-
borhood park on Poplar Drive in
a new subdivision west of down-
town. The development plan in-
cludes a picnic shelter, play-
ground and landscaping.

A preliminary concept plan
earlier this year for the site in
the River's Edge subdivision
called for a Big Wheelthemed
park that would include a cir-
cuit designed for tricycles and

small bikes.

Yorkville's matching-fund re-
quest was among the first grants
for which the city applied after
hiring a grant consultant earlier
this spring.

The Kane County Forest Pre-
serve District received about
$750,000 to acquire 531 acres
southwest of Pingree Grove on
Rohrsen Road. Future develop-
ment will include habitat restora-
tion, wetland and creek natural-
ization; an interpretive shelter
and trails; equestrian trails, and
parking.
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. Gorecki during her [
. four-month suspen- #

Who will

| replace

Gorecki?

jﬁttomey General Lisa
Madigan’s opinion -
confuses the issue

Ve /]
bomidan  /Ie(US

" - GENEVA — With about one week
until Kane County State's Attorney Meg
- Gorecki’s license to practice law is sus-
pended, a lega! opinion expected to clear
up the situation surrounding her office
made it even more complicated Friday.
That stems from an opinion issued by
Minois Attorney General Lisa Madigan,
stating the 16th Cir- :
cuit Court must name
a replacement for

sion. - .

~ The opinion, how-
ever, i§ in stark con-
trast to the legai ad-
vice Kane County
Board Chairman
Mike McCoy has
been following —
that the County

- Board will have the
power to declare her
oifice "vacant” and
appoint 4 sYCCESSoT.

" Both opinions can ‘
be expected to clash at a special meeting
called by McCoy for Feb. 2 — just one
day after Gorecki's license is suspended.

“That meeting is going to happen no

' thatter what,” McCoy said. “If it's still con-
flicting by then, the board will make a de-

cision.” - :

< The Hlinsis Supreme Court handed
down its decision in November to sus-
pend Gorecki’s law license for four
months because she violated the ethical
code for lawyers, '

- In a series of taped phone messages,
she laid out a scheme — later proved to

be bogus — where a friend could guaran-

tec a Kane County job for her boyfriend
by making political contributions to

McCoy, wha later was cleared of any

wrongdoing. : .

Eatlier this month, the court denied

Gorecki's request to delay-the suspen- -

sion until her term expires in November.

The court ruled her suspension must

take effect on Feb. 1. ‘

Conflicting opinions =
McCoy obtained his opinion from

Kane County
Stafe's Attorney
Meg Goreck’s
law license will
be suspended on
Feb. 1.

" Patrick Kinnally, an Aurora-based attor-

ney appointed to sort out the situation.

. The conflict between Kinnally's and

Madigan’s opinions revolves around
whether there is a “vacancy.”

% Turn to GORECKL, AG

3

GORECKI

Flom page Al

{Under Kinnally's opinion, McCoy said the
latr requires a person to have a kaw license be-
fore he or she can run for state’s attorney and
holds that he or she st have a law license to
hold that office as well

~Hyou don't have the license, you can't stay
inioffice,” McCoy said.

‘Madigan's ruling states that Gorecki's four-
month suspension technically does not stop
h«?i’ from being the state's attorney.,

IRather, the suspension takes away her
power to act in any Jegal capacity as state’s at-

torney. Losing her legal power also takes -

away any power held by the prosecutors in
hé office — also called assistant state's attor-
néys — to prosecute crimes or indict these
chérged with crimes.

# . All acts performed by an assistant
state’s atiorney in that capacity must be re-
garded as if done by the state's attorney him-
self or hersell,” the opinien reads. “Thus, if
{He state's attorney is disqualified from acting,
sd also are his or her assistant state’s attor-
neys.”

Madigan: Court to appoint

“Because of the power problem, the apinien
states, a special state’s attorney can be ap-
pointed for any individual case or for the office
as a whole. :

Where McCoy says there is a vacancy,

Madigan states there is not a vacancy.

Madigan's opinion states that, for a vacancy
to be created, the state's attorney must be
under a “legal disability” or some condifion in
which he or she is unable to act for on his or
her own. Since Gorecki has not moved, been
convicted, been removed from office or had
her clection declared void, there is no vacan-
ty, the opinion States.

i*To ensure that the state’s attorney's office
will continue to fulfill its duties, the circut
court may, in its discretion, appoint a special
stite’s attomey to serve during the pengd of
Ms, Gorecki's disciplinary suspension, the
opinion states.

iFriday’s opinion states the replacement will
bd made by the eircuit court. That designation
seems unclear to those contacted.

*Philip DiMarzio, (he chiefjudge of the 16th
CiFuit Court, said Friday he had not yet read
{hE opinion and could not comment on it

“If and when the matter comes before me,
thi judges will research and follow the law,
he said. “But that time has not come.”
iMcCoy said the board may be able to de-
clire the vacancy. Then, he said, if that deck
sign is challenged, it will be done in court.

! (] X -
Assistant prosecutor weighs in
fMichae! Coghlan, the chief of the civil divi
sion of the state's attorney’s office, however,
said the County Board will not have the aw-
thoxity to make the appointment.
A té::riuus}y doubt the County Board has
authority to declare a vacancy here,” he
saidh, “This opinion says thcy don't have the
authority to appoint a replacement or even an
inferitn state's attorney.” )
ICoghlan said he will study the issue
thiough the week, since he has not read Kin-
ndlly’s opinion. He will have a resolution by
Féb. 2 when, at the very Jeast, Gorecki's au-
thority will be questioned.
#We want to be conservative to make sure

nd cases are challenged,” he said. “We will

have those issues resolved by Friday.”
we d a)
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Polls apart? Not th

* Mizing love and politics

By Cheryl Jackson
THE CHICAGO SUN-TIMES

Linda Chapa LaViais a straight-up, speak-
her-mind4o-your-face Democrat.

“My mom and dad started taking me into
poling booths when I was 3," she said, Dad
was “a union guy.” And a Democrat Mom, a
business owner, waa slightly more conserv-
ative. But, again, a Democrat.

“It's the affiliation of taking care of the

 working people. We are about education, se-
nior policies. We're about the working famni-
lies of the state,” the Democrat state repre-
sentative from Avrora said. “That’s the way
1 was raised.”

S0 her parents weren't pleased when
their son-in-law, businessman Vernon
LaVia, served as an adviser to Aurora Re-
publican state Sen, Chris Lauzen.

“My family hated it. I thought my parents
were going to end the marriage,” Chapa
LaVia joked.

“I didn't mind it,” she said, noting that the
harder Vertton worked on the campaign,
the more she and her husband leamed. “He
was learning tidhits of how politics work in
Tlinois and bringing it back to me, and [ was
spaking it up.”

Their 12-year team functions now with
Chapa LaVia serving as a freshman state
represeatative while Vernon LaVia holds
things down at home with daughters
Jacqueline, 3, and Veronica, 6, and main-
tains = high community service profile.

The Aurora family is among a type grow-
ing in upscale neighborhoods across the

United States — that of politically mixed
couples among educated people, the group
most tikely to register, vote and contribute
money to campaigns.

Analysis of a recent poil of 40,000 people
done by USA Today, CNN and Gallup indi-
cates a growing gender gap between highly
educated men and women. Men are mostly
Republicans, while women are predomi-
nantly Demoacrats.

The setup for potential Carville-Matalin
matches — as with liberul constiltant James
Carville and conservative wife Mary Matalin
— is simply life in the 21st century, said Jay
Lebow, at the Family Institute at Northwest-
ern University. Another prominent exam-
ple: Maria Shriver, born into a premier Us.
Deraocratic political family, helped drive
hubby Arnokd Schwarzenegger's suceessful
bid te become California’s Republican gov-
emnor. Shriver's mother is Eunice Kennedy,
sister to legendary Democrats John F.,
Robert F. and Edward Kennedy, Her dad,
Sargent Shriver, once ran for vice president
with George McGovern.

“There was a time when families were
much more homogenous when it came to
things like their political affiliation,” Lebow
said, “Today there’s much, more diversity in
families in all sorts of ways. It's far more
common for people and families to hold dif-
ferent political beliefs.”

Born and reared a Democrat, Vernon
LaVia, 40, was a Republican from ages 2810
35, drawn to a focus on the economy.

“But I didn't see enough of a balance
with pro-business and the societal issues I
thought were critical that made America
great,” said the Duke University cum laude
graduate. He's been an independent for

Linda Chapa LaVia, a Democrat, is a state
representative from Aurora, while her hus-
band, Vernon LaVia has served as an adviser
to Republican State Sen. Chris Lauzen.

five years.

His wife believes his insight into the Re-
publican Party assists her in representing
ather constituents. |

“It helped me to understand their party a
little bit better — the small business owner,
the military aspect, being more fiscally re-
sponsible. { didn't vote for one tax or fee in-
crease last year,” she said.

Chapa LaVia, 37, did have to keep some
opinions to herself while her husband
waorked with Lauzen, whose anti-illegal im-
migratien stance she opposes.

%] had to held my tongue a couple of
times,” she said. “T was just being cordial.”

Sunny Peneds Chico, 44, finds herself
often deing the same these days to support

ese couples

a politically connected, office-seeking
Spouse.

The former Sunny Abello had served as
an administrator at Waubonsee Community
College in Sugar Grove and ran against

Lauzen for the Republican state Senate -

nomination in the March 2000 GOF prima-
rv.
She was seltling into her job as regional

. representative for the US. Education De-
partment and excited about a passage of -

nonpartisan education bill when her hubby,
Gery Chico, former chief of staff for Mayor
Richard M. Daley and an ex-Chicago Board
of Education president, decided to run for a
'S, Senate seat.

A Republican since setting foot in this
country at age 10, she's heen married to
Chico — born and reared on the South Side
of Chicago and a lifélong Democrat — for
two years.

T did a lot of soul searching before | left
my job to support Gery. That was a difficult
decision for me,” Penedo Chico said.

Now, the president of SPC Consulting
grins and bears the parties and mixers to
suppért Chico's bid.

“I've gone to more Democratic events
this year than ['ve gone to in my entire life,”
she said.

“I finally decided I'm there for Gery, and 1
need to focus on that.”

able ta ... see the other's point.of view and
Yisten very carefully,” Gery Chico said. “It's
been our style to discuss things. If we don't
reach an agreement, we respect each
ather's opinion, What lies at the base of our
relationship is respect. ... I don’t think either

SUN-TIMES PHOTO
Sunny Penedo Chice, a Repubtican presidential
appolntee Jmown as Sunny Abefio when ehe
took on Lamzen In the Republican state Senate
uiaasnos.guaumuonﬂﬁveéaﬁ.
ers with her hushand Gary Chico, who Is seek-

" Ing his party’s nomiziation far U.S. Senate.

one of us at the end of the day really tries to

convert the other one.” ,

b “We try,” his wife said. “We just don't
ite.”

This is the second marriage for both, and
the challenges in their blended lives don't
begin and end with politics. He has three
kids from his first marriage. She has two.
The kids from his first marriage are being
brought up Jewish. Hers are being reared in
the Catholic faith,

“Yau can talk about the challenges of

* working with two different political ideols-
1 . gles — that's nothing compared to the
“Obviousty the two of us have got to be

much greater challenge of getting kids to do
the dishes and make their beds,” Gery
Chico said. “If you can crack that one, you
can be the secretary of state.”

Cheryl Jackson is a freelance writer \3.
The Chicago Sun-Times.
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Lisa Madigan

X Opinion: __rmmm_ mwoémozu possible

* vacdncy In the slected office of Kane County State's Atomey.

. 95&&?3.31

‘suspension will not cause a
vacancy in the office of state’s

_attorney for the remainder of
her term,” Madigan writes in
the opinion, “it will prevent her
assistant state’s attorneys from
exercising the powers that they
derive from her during the four-
maonth suspension.

“To, avoid the problems pre-
sented by this situation, the
circuit court may appoint one
or mote special state’s attorneys
to perform the duties of state’s
ateorney during the period of
her suspension,” the opinion
said. :

The opinion came on the
same day county hoard Chair-
man Mike McCoy set a meeting
for Feb. 2 to ask the county

board to declare the state's,

attorney's office vacant and
appoint a successor to fill out
Gorecki’s term, which expires
Nov. 30,

McCoy, relying on the work of
special assistant state's atomey

B 4| Attorney general says prosecutor ca

BY wﬁ.w_nm WALDRON
Deity Hernld Staff Writer

In groundbreaking and
potentially far-reaching ¢pin-
ion, state Attorney General
Lisa Madigan declared Friday
that Kane County State’s AUOT-

of her law license.

Pat Kinnally, was moving for-
ward on the premise that the
license suspension did create a
ﬁnmbn«._

“We have a special assistant
... to review this issue and he
has given his own opinion,”
McCoy said late Friday. " Madl-

- ﬁwv opinion is in condlict with

“He will review this, and he.
will see if it changes the opin-
ion he has issued to us, and we
will mo from there,” McCoy
added. .

On a basic level, however,
having conflicting opinions in
harid creates the possibility of a
legal showdown before the
county board over Gorecki's
future, McCay said.

*It's just an opinion,” Mc¢Coy
said. “We have to see if it
changes our speclal assistant’s
opinion. They could argue it
before the board.”

Madigan spokeswoman
Melissa Merz admits it is an
opinion, but a very sTong one.

Much of Madigan's conclu-

ney Meg Goreckl cannot be
stripped of her office as a result
of %_m four-month suspension

f-atf-os - Dty HE

an sides with

0/

@ vinks

. dailyherald.com/ez

- Bookmark our Wab page for hyperiinks Goreck re

produce the need for another

artorney to temporarily fill the
role in Gorecki’s absence.

Tt widely opens the door 0

ing after her sus-

to mors nfarmation ension, something that has
Attomey General's cpiaion wmms clouded in legal uncer-
" tainry since the filinols Supreme

The 15-page opinion strongly Court nuled last year (o suspend

does not create a

_sions deal with areas involving

jittle or no legal precedent.
More specifically, Madigan
writes that-there is no existing
state law regulatlng what hap-
pens when a sitting state’s
attorney has her law license sus-
pended. .o

In such unprecedented cases,
the attorney general's official
opinions heavily influence the
court systern, Merz said.

“Opinions of the attorney
general are advisory only,” Merz
said.-“But the supreme ¢ourt
has repeatedly stated that a
well-reasoned opinion of the

.attorney general is entitled 1o be
-accorded considerable weight
by the courts, m%mnm@b« ina -

matter of first impression.”
Burt it may not come 10 2

_matter of arguing the attorney

general’s opinlon against that of
aspecial assistant.

Gorecki's likely course of
action will take her before the
16th judicial circuit where she
can, accorgding to Madigan, ask
the chief judge to appoint a

states that such a suspension
vacancy in a ore
state’s attorney’s office but does Madigan for the opinion te pro-

her license as punishment far
ethics violatons. Goreckd asked

Gorecki |

n return after suspension

- - - =

vide legal basis for that eventu-
Lw,u important, the fuling indi-
cates that the future of the Kane
County office after Feb. 1 —the
first day of Gorecki's suspension
— rests with the courts and not
the county board’s appaintment
power, -
“s[though this disciplinary | i
Sec OPINION on PAgES  Meg Gorecki

temporary spectal assistant
state’s attorney to act in her
ahsence. .

Deputy Chief Assistant State’s
Attorney Mike Coghlan, the
man reviewing the opinion on
behalf of Gorecki, said he will
spend the week exploring such
an option.

But wherever this heads.
Coghian said it is out of the
county board’s hands.

“It's not a vacancy,” he said.

“I suppose 1t doesn’t hurt to
have public discussion in an
open forum, but I doubt that
the county board has any
authority whatsoever in this
matter.”
In that.case, it falls to 16th
Judicial Circule Chief Judge
Philip DiMarzio, who said he
would research the situation
diligenty should such a case
amive,

“If and when the issue pre-
sents itself in court the law will
be carefully studied and fol-
lowed,” DiMarzio said,
declining further comment on

the Gorecki case.

citizen — including Gorecki
herself — ¢an petition for a spe-
¢ial assistanL

Highlights of itio Attomey General oplnlom:
« The suspension of Meg Gorecki's law license does ot credte a

- =During 52222:2 u.auma.a_.__moa%amf.sua&aa_mso_.,L
 wairk within the oifice.of the state's attomey. e .
i« Gorecki's absence effectively takes away the fegal authody her -

mmm_mﬁnw.spés288%&85?&5%82 w.uumna,
prosecutar. ) o ' .

"« Any spapial prosecutor, named to temporarly take overthe position of

* state’s attamey, :

- » A1 the canclusion of her suspansion, Gorecki can resume her duties as
state's attamey since never legélly vacated her position.

must be appainted by the 16th Judicial Clreutt, -

sages seeking comment, but
Coghlan spoke on her behalf. .

“She will respect the wishes of
the Minois m:%uaam Court and
comply with the attorney gen-
eral’s opinion,” he said.

As a matter of procedure, any

Gorecki did not return més-
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‘| lanes that tend 1o co
- | are three traits that make the so-

Kane County -Ieal-la'rs are consldering a nu
1 accldents along this stretch of Randait Roa

mber of safetf measures to cut down on the number ot
d south of Crane Road in St. Charles Township. :

County tired of crashes
Leaderstll sherifftoslow drivers on Randall Road's Sourve

1 By PATRICK WALDRON _
Daily Herald Siaff Whiter

+ A steep hill, high sEeeds and
ect water

called Randall Road S-curve in

5t. Charles Township a danger-’

the November traffic death of a
st. Charles North High School
student in that,area, some resi-
dents have called for change.
That prompted some county
leaders Friday to ask drivers to
slow down and plead for the
Kane County sheriff to make

persan,” said board member
Don Wolfe, an Elgin Republican,

reviewing possible . safet

improvements for Randall
Road. . -

“*But there is only so much we
can do.”

_ With that Sheriff Ken Ramsey

o =

EE“’ gg 55?'95-1:'.-..-.._. ..

ous and sometimes tragic themdoit.. pledged stepped up enforce-
stretch of county highway. “Any death is a tragedy. espe-
Because of those factors and  cially the death of a young See RANDALL on PAGE B

1

Randall: Wet weather, frequent spee

Continued from Page I
mecnt beginning i:m.:nediat.ely

“1 have ordered intensive traf-
fic enforcement and that will

*start this afternoon,” he said -

Friday. “Tc will make an impact.”
But that alone won't do it,
Ramsey said. : :
Stronger enforcement is only
a temporary solution, Ramsey
_ said. He'd like to see slowert
“.speed limits and some sort of
barriez, solutions that rhyme
with what was outlined by the
county transportation depari-
.ment Friday. i
. County transportation offi-

* cials presented a list of upgrade ,
options for Randall that include

lowering the speed limit from 55

mph to 50 mph, adding more
flashing "slipf:cry when wet"
signs, installing additional
reflectors to mark lanes and the
center line, and stepped up
speed enfprcement.

Mare elaberate plans exam-
ine the possibility of a 9-foot

wide concrete median or per-
haps a 3%-foot high concrete
dividingwall.

The county board’s trans-
portation comrittee

recommended immediately

moving forward with the new
sipns and lane markers but héld

~ off on lowering the speed limit

or recommending a center line
barrier or median,
Those barrier options, esti-

mated to cost $225,000 to

$250,000, would need to be

studied in-greater detail with.
‘gngineering plans and new
u

gets.
But committee members say

the support for such a projectis”

there, it just can't be done now.
Randall Road safety came to
center stage last month when
former $t. Charles school board
president Steve Cole urged
county board members to act
quickly in installing new safety
measures following the death of

North student Samantha Joos, .

17, in November.

On Friday, two North students
presented a petition with 200
student signatures to board
members asking them to put in
a median or other safety mea-

ding contribute to risk

sures to prevent the type of
head-on accident that killed
Joos.

“Had a median been there
Samantha's fate could have
been different,” said North
sophomare Emily Zepeta.

Even with the support of
quick action on the signs and
exploration of a median, the talk
stll turned to speed. -

Assistant county engineer
Steve Pasinski said the S-curve’s
valley and the wide open view
creates a situation where drivers
speed up. '

Those same circumstances in
wet weather create a condition
where water collects into pools
at the bottom of the valley,
making the road slippery.
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" Will suburbs clean up

By filtering radium, some

‘water by dirtying land?

regulators fear suburbs
By DAVE ORRICR' '
Diaily Herald Staff Witer _
. From Batévia_tu Lake Zurich,

Chicago-area suburbs have been .

scrambling to mcet a federal deadline

to remove radium from drinking }

water..

- . But they may be making a danger-

.$= ‘ oustrade-nﬁ.
S Experts — rang-
" Page10 . ing from regulators
1m ORI 2 to-environmental-
e Qnetown " ists — say that.in
"i’ﬂ_nds' another. . cleaning well-
., sohlgn; <. > water of the
FooTiaon ocouring
radipactive mater-

ial, they may wind up crcating an
environmental hazard for a greater
number of people. The problem, they
acknowledgg, is that the issue is so
new that no one has yet examined the
ramifications of a piccemeal solution
to address a known danger.

Within the next few yeas, water bili

to bean field

Northeastem llinois has mare natusally -

occuring radioactive radium than most parts
of the country. New federal rules are forcing
communities to get it out of the drinking water, but many

may find.a new problem on their hands: What to do with it

next. .

i

Waéie water sludge is pmneésed at the. Batavia Water Treatment Plant before

being sent to a landfill, -

hikes in about-100 well-water com-
munitics across the state will go up to
pay tens, possibly hundreds, of mil-
lions of dollars for new water
treatrnent facilities that will filter out
the potentially hazardous element.
Dozens of suburban communities are
affected. ' oo
But filtering radjumn from the water,
has sprung a new question: Will the
solution in many communities

‘.‘h.; r .
J B

JEFF RNOX/DAILY HERALD

simply transfer the problem from the

-water supply ta somewhere else, pos-

sibly affecting far more peaple?
1t could, wary regulators warm. -
“Are the municipalities aware of the
right questions to ask? No, not really,”
Rich Allen, a top environmental
tor for the Tllinois Department
of Nuclear Safety, which regulates

See RADIUM on PAGE 10

The process
n Uranlum in deep
badrock decays into
radium, which gets
into aquiter. .

Radium-rich water
"pumped fram deep -
wells.

] Fitering removes radium and

ather minerals.

] Clean drinking water plped to homes'. .
and businessas

Radium-enriched sludge from filters is
aften combined with sewape sludge
.and dumped in Yandfilts or spread on
farm fieds. Regulatars are wary of thls .
part of the process. - '

Note: Drawing s smemaﬁc
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Senior Services Associates case manager May Grandberry {left]

S . 13504 B
Survey poin

“senior services in

By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER

GENEVA — The problems Solo-
ma Whitc has to deal with might
sound all too familiar,

There's a troublesome credit
card account she's got to worty
about. She’'s got to make sure
there's enough cash for lunch. She
also worries about being alone at
night. And she'd really like a bigger
apartment.

But normal day-to-day worries
tend to be magnified when you're
80 years old, you tire casily, you
take oxygen and Jive on a fixed in-
come. That’s why people like
‘White, a resident of the Senior Liv-
ing Center in the YMCA building in
Aurora, need help where others
might not. :

That's where May Grandberry, a
case manager for Senjor Services
Associates, comes in.

“When you go out bp a call, every

takes notes while chient Scloma White, of Al

oo eSSy

ts to nee

problen is different,” says Grand-
berry, sitting on a couch next to
‘White in the older woman's apart-
ment. “It may or may not be some-
thing you've dealt with before.”
Because of the fluid nature of se-
niors’ concerns, it sometimes is dif-
ficult to assess exactly what those
concerns are, That's why the Kane
County Health Department, in con-
junction with many of the organiza-
tions that provide senior citizen pro-
grams in the county, recently put

JONATHAN HOUSE / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
rora, leafs through copies of her bills.

ieed for more
Kane County

out a survey of senior needs.

‘While it may not-be the perfect
study, former St. Charles Mayor
Fred Norris, who scrves as presi-
dent of the not-for-profit Senior Ser- -
vices Associates, says it is one of
the most comprehensive he has
seen in a long time.

“T hope the study will be distrib-
uted to our state legislators, so they
also will understand what seniors

& Turn to SENIOR, A2
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face,” Ném's says. “1find it very educa-

. tonal”

Norris and others involved with se-
nior services are not just hoping the
study will demonstrate the need for

- continued state funding but also the

need for more local funding. They are
pushing for a property-tax increase of

2.5 cents for each $100 of assessed
value, to be established by a county-

wide referendum.

The'tax would be an increase of less
than 520 a year on a $250,000 house
but would raise about $2.5 million to
put toward senior projects in the coun-

ty.

“Some people spend more than that
in a year on fertilizer for their Jawns,”
Norris says. -

_Alarming suicide rate

Senior providers in the county-al-
ready knew about the need for more
services. Bette Schoenholz, director of
Senior Services, said programs go as
far as the money goes. In Elgin, for in-
stance, the Senior ServicesTun center
has activities almost every day.
 But the center here, which Aurora
Township pays for and Senior Ser-

- vices runs, has activities only on

Wednesdays. Other than that, work-
ers will assist the elderly with prob-
lems or refer them to other agencies.
A daily lunch also is served through
Salvation Army’s Golden Diners pro-

“The Aurora office is limited be-
cause there is limited money,”
Schoenholz says.

“While the survey offered few sur-
prises to those who provide services
for seniors, some were talken aback by
one particular issue. According to the
survey, about 7 percent of those who
responded said they have considered

" taking their own Jives, with another 5

percent saying they actually had tried
to comumit suicide,

“Those numbers are very alarm-
ing,” says Jerry Murphy, Mental
Health and Mental Retardation board
president.

He said if that percentage held for
Kane County’s.entire senior popula-
tion, estimated at about 46,000 people,
that means 3,266 seniors thought
about suicide and 2,300 have tried it

Murphy pointed out many seniors
‘have lost spouses and see friends and
contemporaries dying. Often, their

- matural support system is gone, espe-

cially if there are no family members
around. Also, losing the ability to

S

drive, which speaks to independence,

. can be depressing. .

“It definitely is a quality-of-life
issue,” Murphy says, adding that the
problem is particularly acute with the
‘World War I generation because they
have been a self-sufficient, pull-your-
selfupby-your-bootstraps group.

Some programs exist in the county
to provide a support system to seniors.
Family Counseling Service in Aurora
runs Friends and Neighbors, and Tri-
City Family Services operates the
Friendly Visitor program.

But Murphy says “if we're going to
getsome of that at-risk group, we need
1o expand.” ',‘

Quality of life

Murphy has two suggestions. One
is a home visitation program that
would be formed and run by the coun-
ty. The other is an actual senior advo-
cate, again organized and run by the
county.

Murphy’s sister is a senior advo-
cate in Wallworth County, Wis. He
said Kenosha County actually has two
fulltime advocates, who operate simi-
larly to a public guardian. :

_ Again, these ideas take money.

One of the ironies of the survey is
that one of the most identified prob-

" lems by seniors is high taxes. -

“Please try to find ways to stop the
constant increase in property taxes,”
one senior wrote. “We are like most
seniors on a fixed’ income. It does not

‘grow as the inflation and taxes grow.”

“T received a call from a senjor who
complained about there not being ser-
vices,” Schoenholz says. “She needed
home-delivered meals and didn't real
ize there was a program available for
it. She also needed work done on her
stairs, and there is a program for that,
too. .

“Her husband needed help with
computer training, and they were rais-
ing their grandchildren, and there are
programs for that. It will take this lady

seven years of paying these taxes just .

to equal what she will get for her stair
payroent alone.” )

Fortunateély, there are services
available to help seniors. Often, it's a
matter of helping people access those
services. Soloma White can be as-
sured of a good meal a day through
the lunch served by the Golden Din-
ers. Also, Grandberty is making sure

she fills out a form for help in paying -

her heating bills.

“Many of us are living to an older
age, which is good news,” says Kane
County Public Health chairman
Gerry Jones, D-Aurara. “The bad

news is, our quality of life is going _

down.” "

del’
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Madigan:
Gorecki

to return

1. Attorney general’s ruling

pits judge US. county.
board chairman
- remi 2

‘ ’ By ADAM KOVAC
Kane County Chronicle

§T, CHARLES — Kane County State’s Aftomey
Meg Goreckd can returm to office after a four-
month suspension of her law license she re-
ceived for violating state ethics rules, Ilinois
AttorneyGeneralLisaMadigan -
said Friday.

In Madigan's 15-page ruling, B
she indicated that Chief Circuit - S
Judge Philip 1. DiMarzio might
oversee the selection of a spe-
clal state’s attorney who would
serve as Gorecki’s replacement
until Juné 1, when she can re-
turn and finish her four-year M
term.

~ Madigans decislon, how-
ever, was disputed by Kane County Board
Chalrman Mike McCay, '‘who said he would pur-
sue plans to solicit a new state’s attorney through
ameeting of the county board scheduled for Feb.
2, the day after Goreckd’s suspension is to begin.

Meanwhile, Gorecki, 36, continued her si-
lence on the matter, as she generally has since
the llinois Attorney Regisaation and Dis- .
ciplinary Commission prosccuted Kane County's
first fenale state's attorney for implicating
McCoyina jobs-for-bribes scheme that did not

Gorecki

exist.

Until Friday, the meaning of the suspension
Gorecki received Nov. 20 by the Hlinois Supreine
Court was cloaked in ambiguity because the
court’s rules do not address the impact of a sus-
pension of less than «ix months on a disciplined
attomey.

See GORECKI, page 2

——____ﬁ
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K3t County lmpact fees
" ~Lx | Service Single -famlly, Convenlence o
; area house " /. market
' © | Aurora . 8156 31,661
) Campton Hills $1,780 $5,226
The Kane ¢ Greater Elgin $297 - 53,326
published § | Northwest S424 5946
giggﬂ"if;t ¥ | Soutwest $965 $6,790 \
changes tof TriCities $1,249 - 511,145
Kan- | Upper Fox .$356 ' $3,152 ,
§ | “West Central . $297 81,571
.. Periodicals} ~ | - ‘ — o
... IL 60134 B PR effect that raffic in a given de-
i ﬁ" ”3['C‘t5 rez Fees  velopment will have on county
:~Kane County. |- . . . - . highwa :
. Published A Continued from page ! g%eczsuse the 'Ih-Citles have
syt McConnali}glhay former Egﬁgg;‘}g?@i&;ﬁh“e
" Kare County - {. .chauman of the T;at?fp orta- = “T entered this process
Outefcouty he | tion Committee, said the num- g it would be a fair and
" fLocal rates ing b_ers should have beep re- eﬂmmﬂmtabllewa of creating pub-
worked to prevent the dispar- 112 e Sc¥ue]ke ) gp
U} ity that allows fees in the Tri- p’I‘l‘x((?((;'lty councils of the Tri-
Our policy i + Cities to be as much as 10 Cities likely will authorize a °
5:30am i | tmesmore thanin other parts lawsuit a ai};mtthecounty over -
. and by 6: 3d of the county. e iésue'g‘ ‘
" Sunday. If d “No one is expecting per- - -
* call our.cu fect equity, This kind of dispar- St. Charles Maaijflm 1 Sthue
. before 10:3° ity is significant,” she said. Klinkhamer even called the
our newsp; att said there isno polit- -plan “socialist.
- sp Wy p . id  Dupa
™ Customet | “jcal motivation to punish the Couvx\g;:t ordusgn ce has beeg:
o Tri-Cites. - ‘
Corm;* . The county board vote was unsuccessfully challenged by
" Newsroom, ¢ .| 18-7, effectively with members developers.
.' Sound Off. (9 fmm the Tri-Cities area voting Schielke said DuPage’s or-
Main numbe; b » and members from the dinance never was challenged
+" News tip line rest of the county voting “yes.” - by amunicipality. :
& Business n . “My political motivation is “As far as [ am concerned,
E:l;::reﬂ:sw . IHave re,?ponsibﬂitY to main- tj]ere },ssgglmli to lz!e a show-
-~ E-mail; LFES tain the infrastructure in' the dOWIL ttcs aid f:hS:tl © eans the
. Deaths, farm entire. county, and that in- Wya e+ of
, E-mail: epm & clu&les the Tri-Cities,” Wyatt Eﬁ:g:ﬁ) e, ear the cost 0
Opmlon/ed - sal
! E-mail: EDmo) - Kane's impact fee program “The developers will be sit-
" NEIghborsiti ismodeled after the impact fee ungbackandwatchmg, W‘yatt
fﬁ"g“:t' n’:fg‘: Erogrz;ym adopted in DuPage seudI;/I cConnaughay and
o oun
EE,?;F sd:,:l;;e Under Kane's program the Schielke said they support the
Newsroom f3 -county was divided into eight concept of countywide impact
N regions. Money collected-must  fees. o
o - be spentin theregion whereit ~ However, the program
+ Sales: (630) was collected. . ad_opted by Kane is unfair, they
= Classified: 1e The formula calculates the  said.
E-miall: cubp | —
.. Fax: (630) 3- o
Lecal natici- | EDaunrall Kay said in Washington in
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Deputy’s best friend | 1-04 Chron tCU

BT =7
o ;

: Bob Gerrard — Chronicle photo staff
y as Kane County Sheriff Ken Ramsey places

a badge on the collar of
pherd from Hungary and is being trained in explosive devices, handler

Deputy Cheryl Lyne, right, watches Monda
her new partner Foox. Foox is a German she
protection and tracking.

—-




a4
Chronicie

Here we

When the Minois Supreme Court
imposed a four-month suspension of Meg
Gorecki’s law license, the justices created

‘more questions than they answered.

Among the most pressing concerns
was determining whether the court’s ruling
meant that Gorecki was out of a job or just
on leave from the office. On Friday, [linois
Attorney General Lisa Madigan issued a
15-page ruling that seemed to put the
matter to rest, but that was before Kane
County Board Chairman Mike McCoy and
State’s Attorney Gorecki had their say. Now -
it seems we are in for yet another chapter
of this story. .

Madigan’s ruling stated that Gorecki
was barred only from practicing law, not
stripped of her elected position. While Gor-
ecki will not be allowed to run the state’s
attorney office from Feb. 1 through May 31,
she may return on June 1 to finish her

.term, which ends in November. As such, a
— and this is a key word —vacancy does
not exist and there is no need to appointa
permanent replacement to Gorecki.

Madigan also says that while Gorecki’s -

license is suspended, a termporary, or care-
taker, state’s attorney should be appointed.
Madigan says the people who should make
that appointment are the judges of 16th
Judicial Circuit, under the guidance of

- Chief Circuit Judge Phil DiMarzio.

" 'When Madigan's opinion was released
last week, there was for many a sense that
finally we could move forward. Here at last

"was a sensible, well-researched decision
that would answer all of those questions
that the Supreme Court had left hanging.
More than that, it presented an easy plan

- and relieved the county board of any
responsibility in the matter, *

Not unexpectedly, being aced out of
this decision did not sit well with McCoy,
who has stated that he and the county

- board, not the attorney general of the state,
should have final say in this matter. McCoy
still plans to declare Gorecki’s office vacant
and nominate afeplacement. = -

. On Monday, Gorecki filed a lawsuit
seeking to stop McCoy from following
through with his plan. At the same time,
however, she also challenges Madigan's
ruling and asserts that she should be the
one to name her own replacement.

-year.

go again

Oh, man. We really did not need this.
Three officials, each armed with their own
legal research supporting their point of
view. The worst part is it appears that the
argument does not seem to be about
anything other than who has the authority
to appoint the temporary state’s attorey.
In other words, this is a fight over turf.

The best interests of Kane County
would be served if McCoy and Goreck
would back off and let Madigan's ruling .
stand unchallenged. Offhand, my guess is

. thatis not going to happen. Both parties
“believe their course is the right one, and

both say they can produce the docu-
mentation to bolster their claim. i
Unfortunately for them, they may be the
only ones in the entire county who care.
"~ Itistime—no, it is way past time — for
Kane County to move on. We have a
decision issued by the best source in the
state, so please, in the interest of all of our
patience, let’s just run with that.
*¥

All the hooting and laughter you heard
coming from Batavia last Friday night was
from the crowd at Dan Klinkhamer's
retirement party. The outgoing St. Charles
Police Department commander was
honored by an overflow crowd of mare
than 300 well-wishers; a fitting tribute to
an old-school cop and his 29-year career.

ELE J -

This last iterri I couldn't resist. ..

According to news reports, some of the
highest paid teachers in Ilinois are those
who teach driver’s ed, with some :
instructors making close to $100,000 a

The article seemed to disapprove of the
payout, but not me. I don't think there’s
enough money in the state budget to put
me in the front seat of a driver’s ed car, and
Itip my hat to any man or woman brave
enough to take the job. A $100,000 salary
fsn't near enough to face death every day
while screaming in utter fear. I get enough
of that with this job already. .
B Bill Page lives in St. Charles and
writes about local issues on Tuesday and
Thursday. Calls and e-mails answered at

{630) 584-0809 or wpage@mediawerks.org.
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HANE LOUNTY UHROMNILLE

Randall, Route 64
location of most

l /‘Q’?—-OCI

P(’JI")I

a__cc1dents in STC

« Nearly half of all acczdents
~were at that intersection }

By HEATH HIXSON

Kane County Chronicle

ST. CHARLES — Neaily half
of all traffic accidents in 2003 in
the city were at Randall Road
and Route 64.

The police department on
Monday released alist of the 10
locations where motorists
most likely were to be involved
in an accident last year. Nearly
- 47 percent of those accidents
were at Randall Road and
Route 64. :.

Also at the top of the list is
the 2100 block of West Main
Street, the 600 block of South
Randall Road and the intersec-
tion of Dunham Road and East
Main Street.

Information from the list
will be used to “determine traf-
fic enforcement needs and to
identify locations that ‘may
need to be examined for road
configuration changes,” a de-
partment statement said.

The list shows 22 accidents
occurred last year at Randall
Road and Route 64. Four of
those crashes resulted in 1n-
juries.

At least 15 of those crashes

!
1
at the intersection were be-
cause of incidents involving
turning vehicles. Four acci-
dents were rear-enders, two ac-

cidéents were because of the

angle of vehicles and one acci-
dent involved a car 31de -swip-
ing another. BE

The list alsé shows:

+ 19 accidents occurred on
the 2100 block of West Main . .
Street.

« 17 accidents occurred on
the 600 block of South Randall
Road.

* 17 accidents occurred -at
the intersection of Dunham’
Road and East Main Street.

« 16 accidents occurred on
the 300 block of North Randall
Road.

The list also names the 2000
block of West Main Street, the,
2500 block of East Main Street,
the 3800 block of East Main'
Street, the intersection of
Randall Road and Route 38 and
the 1600 block of East Main if
Street. .

At least 155 traffic acci-
dents occurred at the 10 loca-
tions last year. The accidents
resulted in 3¢ injuries. At least
three pedestrians were hit.

eor——
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. Kane works to Improve

. .\ )

safety on Randall Road

'Precautions ready
for site of erash
that killed teen

‘By William Presecky
Tribune staff reporter -

Kane County officials took
preliminary steps last week to
improve safety on a stretch of
Randall Road near St. Charles
where a high school senior died
Nov. 4 after her car collided
head-on witha truck. .

As a first step, officials said
| they would .increase enforce-
ment of the 55 m.p.h. speed limit
on the accident-prone stretch.

er, worn tires, rolling fopogra-
phy and S-curveof theroad were
eited as contributors .to the
| deadly crash. '

Area residents, school offi-
cials and students have de-
manded more speed-limit en-
forcement, improved signage
‘and structural changes on the
approximately - 3,000-foot-long,
high-speed segment of Randall
since Samantha Joos, 17, was
killed on the rain-slicked road.

- The fatal accident occurred in
an unincorporated area of Kane
about 2 miles from St. Charles
North High School, where Joos
was headed when she Jost con-

grade. Jan Stark, president of
the high school’'s PTO, and Ka-

A combination of bad weath--

trol of her.car on acuxved down-.

tie Veriegas and Emily Zepeda,
Joos' tennis teammates, asked

" the County Board's Transporta-

tion Committee to do whatever
necessary to prevent another
accident. : .
The committee autherized a
study on constructing a perma-
nent barrier along Randall to
separate northbound and south-
bound ‘traffic. It also recom-
mended increasing enforce-
ment of the 55 m.p.h. speed lim-

_it; adding more warning and ad-

visory signs; and placing addi-
tional reflective markers along .
the road’'s center median and

-edge lines.

Committee member John
Hoscheit (R-St.Charles) . said

there’s also agreement that a - -

traffic barrier would reduce the
risk of crossover accidents.
According to engineers with
the county’s Division of Trans-
portation, who recommend con-
struction of a barrier, there are
few other locations inKane that
have the combination of poten-
tially dangerous factors.
According to engineer Steve
Pasinski, the Randall Road S-
curve has recorded 26 accidents
in the past three years, com-
pared with about three acci-
dents, on average, in other busy
‘sections of Randall of similar
length. . .
, According to Pasinski, recent
traffic observations indicated
that 75 percent of the 40,000 vehi-

- cles a day that drive the S-curve

exceed its 55 m.p.h. speed limit.

[



GORECKI:
Lisa Madigan

“opinion cited

in lawsuit

Except to note that she filed
the suit as a private citizen and
used her own money, Gorecki
declined to comment.

“Even though [state’s attor-
ney] is my title, I filed personal-
ly and retained my own private
counsel. I'm bearing all expens-

_es of thislawsuit,” Gorecki said.

The lawsuit was filed three
days after Illinois Atty. Gen. Li-
sa Madigan issued an opinion

_that seemed 1o boost Gorecki’s
case for staying in office. It said
that Gorecki could not exercise
the powers of state’s attorney
while suspended, but was not
disqualified from the position
and the suspension did not
cause a vacancy in the office.

Earlier this month, the Coun-

"ty Board received a legal opin-
_ion suggesting that Gorecki's
suspension would disqualify
her from holding office, allow-
ing the board to declare the post
vacant and letting McCoy fill
the vacancy withboard consent.
Barring a court order to the
contrary, McCoy said he expects
toproceed with aspecial County
Board meeting Monday to eval-
wuate the conflicting legal opin-
ions. : ’
“If no one is officially state’s
attorney at that time, the court
system conceivably will grind

to a halt, or certainly the prose-
cution division will,” McCoy
said. :

Although he acknowledged
that “a gray
area” definitely [
exists  about U
what should oc- J
cur when Go- |
recki’s license
is suspended,
he reiterated
that Madigan's
opinion is not
binding and is
“notajudgment
by a court.”

“If T had to follow that, we
wouldn't need the courts. We
would just go by the attorney
general’s opinion,” he said.

Bui because of the conflicting
legal positions, the attorney
general’s opinion carries con-
siderable weight, said Madigan

i A e

Gorecki

spokeswoman Melissa Merz.
“The Supreme Court did not
address the issue of Gorecki’s
official status and absent any
law or court cases to the point,
“the attorney general’s opinion,
although not binding upon the
courts, would be entitled to def-
erence by the courts,” Merz

_said.

Gorecki’s attorneys, Larry

" Wechter of Geneva and Cathy

Cavins of Batavia, cited Madi-
gan’s opinion in support of Go-
recki’s motion for a preliminary
injunction.

Gorecki was elected in No-

vember 2000. The unethical con- |

duct occurred in1998, before she
ran far office, when she suggest-

. ed falsely to a friend that McCoy

could be bribed in exchange for
a county job. :
McCoy was cleared of any

“wrongdoing.
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2104 Beacon Necos

Kane might give
portion of Randall
to North Aurora

By Steve Lord
STAFE WRITER

GENEVA — The Kane County
Board Transportation Committee
is recommending turning part of
Randall Road over to North Aurora.

The committee voted to cede

" part of the county highway be-
tween Orchard Road and Inter-
state 88 to the village, which will
allow North Aurora to grant itself
access to Randall for a planned
strip mall anchored by a Wal-
green's drug store at Randall and
Qak Street.

From the county’s standpoint,
the change in jurisdiction is no
problem, because the regional as-
pect of Randall ceases at the Or-
chard intersection.

North Aurora and the county
had talked previously about the
switch in jurisdiction, but county of-
ficials had rejected it. Transporta-
tion Committee members said they
thought North Aurora wanted too
much to make the switch.

But during the past month, offi-
cials from both governmentat bod-
ies have been talking, and they
came up with an agreement.

Some of the key points include:
m Kane County will pay North Au-
rora $300,000 up front.

m The county will agree to mow

the area and maintain the road for
two years after the agreement is
approved. ‘

m The county will continue to in-
spect and maintain the bridge over
Interstate 88, until such time as
the entire bridge deck is replaced.
Thdt replacement is not scheduled
unti] 2016, but could occur sooner
if there are problems with the
bridge.

m North Aurora will not put an ac-
cess point closer than 500 feet
from Orchard Road.

The agreement also spells out a
number of access peints,

North Aurora was particularly
interested in an access point onto
Randall for the proposed Wal-
green’s at Oak and Randall, a pro-

. ject the village board has been

pushing since summer.

The site would not have met
county standards for access, be-
cause there is not enough distance
between a church parking lot dri-
veway and Oak Street. But with
North Aurora controlling that part
of the roadway, the county stan- -
dard will not apply.

County committee members
unanimously passed the agree-
ment with little discussion.

Village Board members were
expected to pass the agreement at
Monday night's meeting.
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Consider a

‘special

prosecutor

To the Editor:

The Carpentersville financial
mess is like the Energizer Bunny,
it keeps going and going, and now
appears to be heading to the Kane
County Treasurer’s Office.

State statute indicates that
municipalities under 500,000 are
required to submit an audit and
certification showing date of
publication; otherwise the ‘
treasurer shall:withhold monies,

.EEnw M, David Rickert says he

will iow do — for this year.

Last year, the treasurer’s office
accepted aletter which advised
progress was being made on the
Carpentersville FY 2002 audit.
What's interesting is when the FY
2002 audit was released, the
auditors refused to issue an
opinion on the authenticity of
Carpentersville finances for FY
2002, as they apparently did for
the FY 2001 audit. Unfortunately,
the statute doesn't appear to allow
the Kane County treasurer the
discretion to accept aletter or to.
make allowances. The statute

-indicates “... any county treasurer

subject to the provisions of this -

-act failing, neglecting, or refusing

to discharge any duties imposed
upon him by this act shall be

_deemed guilty of a Class A

misdemeanor.” Another section
discusses the civil suits. ‘

I think the Kane County Board
needs to consider a special
prosecutor to review the matter
and take any required legal "~
action. Obviously, this should
include a complete review of all
municipalities’ submissions and a
determination if any reports were
submitted to the state concerning
Carpentersville finances, based ..
upon the “questionable letter,”

" Richard Landwehr

Elgin
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State’s attorney says she,

not court, should choose
her temporary replacement

By ADAM KOVAC
and TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle . v
GENEVA — Kant County Statc’s Attorney Meg
Gorecki on Monday filed a lawsuit to block the
county’s atiempt to replace herwhile herlaw license
is suspended.
. Gorecki's lawsuit also questions lllinois Attomey
General Lisa Madigan's opinion that Kane County’s
- judicial leaders are empowcred to 3
choose a.special state’s attorney
while Gorecki serves a fowr-month
suspension. '
i Gorecki, 36, must take aleave of
absence from her office beginning
Sunday after the Illinois Supreme
Court suspended her law license
for an ethical miscue that oocurted
before she took office in 2000.

Tt is the first time that a sitting
state’s attorney in Ilinois has been
relieved from duty and, as such,
has created a legal quagmire on
exactly who decides the tempo-
rary administration of Gorecki's
office. ‘ (
In the lawsuit, Gorecki con-
tends that the Kane County Board [
and Chairman Mike McCoydonot |
have the authority to declare her A
office vacant and select a replace- S8
ment at a special meeting.

Gorecki also maintains that
the circuit court cannot appoint a special prosecutor
to act in her absence, as Madigan suggested, and
seeks to tap an attomey of her own choosing to serve
on ber behalf, according to thelawsuit.

“The statute has no application here,” according
to the lawsuit filed on Gorecki's behalf by Geneva at-
torney Larry Wechter. “Thercfore, the circuit court
does not possess the authority to name an acting
- state’s attomey.” -

McCoy, however, said other legal research indi-
cates that Gorecki's office will be vacant during her,
-suspension, a situation that requires him to nomi-
nate a replacement for approval by the 26-member
county board. : .

See GORECK], page 2

\

Gorecki

Continued from page 1

On Friday, Madigan, in a
15-page nonbinding opinion,
said Gorecki could return June
1 after she completes the sus-
pension, which strips her
power to practice law and,
thus, oversee operation of the
state’s attorney’s office.

Madigan = added . that
Gorecki’s assistants would lose
the authority they derive from
her to prosecute cases and
called on the 16th Judicial
Circuit Court to selecta special
state's attorney as a surrogate.

Despite Madigan's opinion
that allows Gotecld to finish her
four-year term that ends Nov.
30, McCoy called. a special
county board meeting for Feb. 2
10 replace her before the courts
open for business that day.

But Gorecki maintains in -
! her lawsuit that her sanction

does not disqualify her from
holding the office and aims t0
prevent the board from acting
at the special meeting.

Gorecki also maintains that
state law only allows the circuit
court, under the direction of
Chief Judge Philip L. DiMarzio,
to select her temporary re-
placement if she is suspended
for more than one year.

Madigan  spokeswoman
Melissa Merz said Monday that
she had not seen Gorecki’s law-
suit and declined to comment.
instead, Merz restated Madi-
gan's opinion that allows
DiMarzio to appoint an acting
state’s attomey.

DiMarzio also declined to
comment on the lawsuit but
said he would take action on
the matter if necessary.

Kane County judges could
remove themselves from Gor-
ecki's case or deny it outright.

By naming her own sibsti-
tute, Gorecki would ensure the
progression of fund-raising ef-

forts that she has championed

on behalf of several public

safety pTOgrams, Assistant 1

¥ane County State’s Attorney
Michael Coghlan said.
“Legally, she remains.the
state’s attorney during the sus-
pension, and -the interim
(state’s attorney)- is simply a

caretaker” . said  Coghlan,
Gorecki’s deputy chief.

As part of her lawsuit,

Gorecld included a mernoran-
dum dated May 20, 2003, six
months befare she was disci-
plined, that states in part, that
one of her top licutenants
wouild serve in her place if her
Jaw license were suspended.

“j hereby designate the
First Assistant State’s Attorney
1o serve as acting State’s Attor-
ney of Kane County, linois. In
the event that the First Assis-
tant State’s Attomey is unable
to attend to the duties of acting
Stale’s Attorney, I hereby desig-
nate the Chief of the Civil
Division,” the document states.

McCoy previously has sig-
naled that two of Gorecki’s as-

sistants, Robert Sandner and -

Katherine Moran, could be
tapped for Goreckis jots.
Sandner is assigned to the
county board and Moran is
chief of Goreckd’s civil division.

McCoy said legal research

"on behalf of the county by

Aurora atiorney Pat Kinnally
indicates that cases from

Gorecki's office during her sus-

pension might be more yul-
nerable to appeal if the board
does nat appeint a replace-
ment, '

On Monday, Gorecki main-
tained her silence on the maiter
as she has since the Illinois
Attorney - Registration  and
Disciplinary Commission pros-
ecuted her for implicating
McCoy in a job-for-bribes
scheme that did not exist:

The state Supreme Court
on Nov. 20 suspended Gorecki
for violating the Illinois Rules
of Professional Conduct by
suggesting in 1998 that a
county job could be bought
with a contribution to McCoy’s
campaign fund.

The sanction touched off a
legal debate that remains
clouded in uncertainty be-
cause the court’s rules do not
address the impact of a sus-
pension of less than six
months en a disciplined attor-

“The state constitution
never anticipated this situa-
tion,” McCoy said. “Unless Meg
resigns, it will be a war of
lawyers, as it has been for
years.




KANE’S NINT}i K-9

T e A

DONNELL COLLINS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Kane countr Sheriff Ken Ramsey places a police badge on the collar of Foox, a police dog partnered with the unit's first female dog han- '

dler, Deputy Cheryl Lyne.

l-an-od T BEaton Newo s

- German shepherd Foox joins
county’s first female dog handler

By Daniel Duggan

STAFF WRITER

GENEVA — Kane County Sheriff Ken
Ramsey showcased the latest addition to his
office’s K-9 unit Monday.

Besides introducing Foox — the new
German shepherd on the force — to local
media, Ramsey staged an event with all
eight of the department’s dogs in one room.
The dogs, however, weren't as friendiy to
their new member as their human counter-

parts were, |
. "They don't like each other much,” said_

Deputy Eric Fisher amidst the piercing
sound of the dogs barking at each other.
“They all want to be the big dog in the
‘room.”
‘With the addition of Foox and another
German shepherd, Jake, now in training,
' the Kane County K-9 unit will have nine
dogs. Ramsey said the force is among the
largest in the state,

The dogs can act as partners to the -

deputies, cutting down on staff costs, Ram-
-sey said. And with most of the foed and vet-
erinary services donated, the program has

become self-sustaining. The Siers Feed
store in Elgin donates all of the food:

Foox will be paired with Deputy Cheryl
Lyne, who is the department’s first female
dog handler. The animal is specially trained
in detecting explosives, Others are trained
in finding human remains.

The sheriff's department -places
human/dog partners at posts in the Kane
County jaif, on its SWAT team and on spe-
cial investigations.

. Lyne hag been trying to get onto the K-9
unit for nearly eight years.

“For me, this has always been ‘the team’
to be on,” she said. “It's great. I love animals
and I've wanted to do this for aJong time.”

Ramsey pointed out Foox also will be the
last dog the department will have to acquire
after it has been trained. Deputy Bob
Baloun has finished his education in a pro-
gram to train the animals at the Shenff’s De-
partment’s own facilities.

“This makes it an lnexpenswe way to
have two officers out there,” he said. “Be-
cause it’s hard to get funding for more
deputies.”

The cost of Foox, Ramsey said, is near]y

$7,000 — though the expense was paid by
the Fraternal Order of Police as a donation

"to the department.

Training takes nine weeks for the dog,
then an additional three weeks with the offi-
cer and the dog together. Most of the train-
ing is done by playing with the animals. And
over the course of the training, the dogs de-
velop a close bond with their partners, :

“That dog will lay down its life for you
under any circumstances,” Baloun said.

The dogs aren't as generous, however,
when it comes to people hiding in ware-
houses or back yards.

“Jt's called hold and bark,” said Sgt. Scott
Flowers. “The dog will sit in front of you and
bark, and if you don’t move you'rc fine —
but if you move, it will engage you.”

The officers spend their entire working-
days with the dogs, then take them home at
night.

Fisher, who works with a dog named
1dar, joked that he spends more time with
the dog than with his family.

“Between working an eight-hour day, -
then spending time playing at home,” he
said, “it works out to a lot of time.” -



1

‘200 1Y 107 JUSUNUCD 0) paLip
9P OUs WESISSE Ue 0) [[e0 3uoyd
€ paLiopas "'uonemis (eSa] 13y Jnoqe
Apnqnd s pres sey Oy Tj3al00

. umd
-Wiad ar o Adoo © pasras nuuaﬁ%_:
A2t pres saquiaw PIEOq J3tprap
: . ‘WS (nogy ay
TEA, PIES ‘D3 gL SpIS Ajqeqord
Pl "somo s erpuad Lawoye s U
IO £51) 1t pue ‘Aes m seq noo
RAD 31 Jeym Tesy oy Jafea
. "SST|PEES URISAS 1Mo
34 @ dn pus 63 AJowY Sem tayew
2 Juapadasd yo 3oe; € Jo sNEIIG
PIES J3leM U( Jaquiain preog
« PAA[0SAT 3 pmoys

+ 11 312YM 5181 pire ‘5pmos agy oqur

INSST atp Budloy 5[ STY],, ‘35pun,
ISEH-Y  ‘pwoueg aaq uuaEmm

_pIt0q pres ‘demdue op o moy

SAOW 2YS JPYM S Je1p) ‘ons P[nos

Bapy Jeq) Beoe e mInoy 1,

[
'

. i “aqLn
e 3uried £q qof fimmoo e ure)qo w-wom
PULY E Jeth Sutdldun naasos) £q oy
[TEL 33104 © is trefaq Je) Aasshpo
1234-mof ATeau ot o LOISNOUOS
Papoadxa we sem umopaoys [#8a]
3T} PIES SIS paeoq [BIDABG
“Aepsaupap Jo
PIMp3LDs S Jamjory pegony 25pn[
fumoy auey ai0q Buueey v
uIUIIes Sunses syed
Juoyd W3 J0u pip ms a3y} pam
OUA ‘elaeieg Jo suTARY Ayye)y pue
BASUAT) JO I ALt SAUIONY
HnO0 UT pamas s7 onsst ayy 210534,
Furpdue Furop woy plecq 313
Jeq AfLrerodury) o $3]995 ‘sfawtope
2dpoe1d-a1eanad om) 4q (S BEE LT

IV o%0d W4T

M3240D

©+ Auney euey aip 3uins 51 4I0Y
- AUOLY 5,235 Knog auey

>, ¥ | %

[ "9 uo papuadsns asUIDN Usym Ioy surdeldas woxy £unony suesy dojs 03 SoLI],

~ qof daay 0}

TV ‘DIDYOD 0 winf

i e Ll

10 Jleyaq uo pajy ‘unsmep oy
- o« Funp reap Ay e
ng, “BIOINY-Y 'A000 PIES ,UBIsal
pinoys ays Buifes jouw ur],
. Aunp Jeap Ajuo
213, ST uoneuAISal 5 0al00) pres
AoDd “1sa19)u oT[qnd 3y SAIIS
359q pnos JeYM PIYSE UIYM
"0UISHE §,N{I3100
ut a3noesold o) Atreyine (el
SEY 32070 Y] I3 1ayMm Jo suonsanb
I[qissod proae 0] Z 'qa,f uo sitado

Lo s s s

X

ISNOINOD 2y} 3T0J3q parutodde
£9UI03)® 5,3101S M3 B AARY 0]

pautreld 3y Aepuopy pres Ao7opy
“JBQTUIAON] UL Sandxs
UI7H# U] S7§03105) JO JOpUTETI
ay3 1no (1] 0) aucawoes jutodde
pue JOBIEA I31JJ0 3yY] I[23p
0] SJ3QUUIUWT pJeoq YSE 0] SUBfd
‘paeoq ay) 1o] voluido Aesedas
e ystuing oy Ajenury ystied
Asurope eromy paxse oym ‘£o0W

NI UeULNEYD plROg AUNC)
. “Jaadmoy ‘Burpmg jou

s1 uoruido s,fexouad Lowoye ayy

"20me 31 T
Arerodura) o) Jonosasold e juiodde
pInoys 14mod 2y pies uedpew
*32H]0 Ul UIRTISI P[NOYS THOAI00)
2J0JaIal]) 18338 Y UO JUI[IS
ST #E] 9)E)5 parsaBans jewyy vonmdo
ue pansst yaom 58] UeSipely
BSTT [2I9U30 LILIONY SIOUIH]
“Aepung wiBsq 03 paMpIs
st yoisuadsns IS 'PaIEISUIaI ST
ISUDI| ME] JaY 0UC 320 Tmp[oy
woy 13y Aenbsip 100 [Ia 2113YIS
9ql1g Auoyd e o} uorsuadsns
J9U jey) 21E[IIP 0F 1IN0

SaNs 19310

IM2UD JA9T a3 payse HadIon
‘SSAIppE
0} Jeadde TonqmOsu0?) 9je)s 31 JOU
SIES SIOUI] JAYIIFU ME] JO BITE
e U0 R YF10s4 0 LNOD IR SHSE 0S[e
PUB ‘ULI} §1{02100) JO I3pUtRUIAL

3yl 1IN0 3IAIIS 0] ILOIWOS

Sunurodde woly s1aqmIW preog
1u3A31d 0] $3{335 JINsme] YL
35U
ME] 19Y JO U0IsUadsns (uOl-mo]
Buorwondn oyj Funnp 9y soeidal
0] JURW3IA0W € Jjo peay 0] Bur{ass
‘URWLIIRTD S} pUE pleog £jUnos)

amey| Y] 1SeSE JMs Pafy ?wnosm.
uo ppdalen S AAWIONY ST
— dIHSNMOL SETIVHD IS
SHIALIMM d3VLS

ue2Eng ueg Pue B4a12) iy 49

£aurone s 31e)s
uraut ue yurtodde o)
sa3pald ueuLrey)
iumopmoys |esat m

.
*
*

SCreU woouag, hO-LET



t

1

AG Tuesday, January 27, 2004 The Beacon News

Classiﬁéd

pushes for
I |-A7-04 BQICO,
By David Garbe newos

STAFF WRITER .

“* NORTH AURORA — Village President
*"Mark Ruby told trustees at Monday’s vil-
3 Jage board meeting that creatinga 3to 5

<.percent utility tax to fund road repairs-
. has been briefly discussed by trustees sev-

should be a top priority.

* ] strongly believe, even though it's not
“+'popular to bring up the idea, that (a utility
£ tax) is something we need to do,” Ruby
% said. “T am proposing this as a responsible
-i 'way of improving our community.” :
i~ He said the village had made strong im-
*-provements to the village's water, sewer

% and sidewalk infrastructure in the last few

" years. But, in the area of road mainte-
nance, he said, “I don't believe we are
keeping up.”

- -In making his case, Ruby cited “con-
stant” complaints from residents and noted
that North Aurora is the only town in the
area without a utility tax. He said West
Dundee is the closest town without one.

Ruby also said it would be more eco-
nomical to pay for regular road mainte-
¢ nance rather than to allow roads to deterio-

%"rate and then have to make large single
payments to replace them.

_ But, given the number of already deteri-

- orated roads, the village does not have

. . enough money to perform proper mainte-

~.nance on all of them.

" That point emerged very clearly this
.. summer, after village staff assembled long-
. range budget projections showing the vil-
= lage will forever be scrambling to catch up
. with its backlog of necessary road repairs
“ unless a new source of revenue is found.

. .- That report also projected that a 3 to )
. ‘percent utility tax would provide enough

. :
. revenue to fund all needed road repairs

Wf

North Aurora mayor
utility tax

over the next decade.

Ruby had first proposed the utility tax in
May of last year, and former village admin-
istrator Rob Nelis later called the tax “in-
evitable.”

The utility tax proposal, which would tax
residents’ electric, gas and telephone bills,

eral times since then. Trustees have never
rejected the idea of the tax, but have been
hesitant to take action. ‘

As Ruby put the matter back on the table
Monday, he told trustees that with spring
budget season approaching, “if we were to
consider this, the time is now.”

Trustees did not comment on the utility
tax issue Monday night, and the matter will
be under discussion at next Monday’s
Committee of the Whole meeting.

If and when trustees decide to enact a
utility tax, the village would be legally enti-
tled to begin collecting it within 90 days.

Unlike the .5 percent sales tax increase,
which had to be ratified by village resi-
dents in a referendum last April, the pro-
posed utility tax could be enacted solely by
decision of the Village Board.

The .5 percent sales tax was North Au-
rora’s most recent tax rate increase, and
was intended to boost the village's general
operafing budget.

Ruby said the sales tax has provided few
funds so far, as it excludes food and auto-
mobile sales. It will likely continue to have
little effect until the village attracts more
retail business development.

A utility tax, he said, will provide imme-
diate funds, which he proposed would be
used solely for road projects.

Contact staff writer David Garbe at
(630) 844-5903 or dgarbe@scnl.com

Michael A. Covelli, Sr.
1923 - 2004

Michael A. Covelli, Sr., 81, of |
‘Aurora, |L passed away Fr
January 23, 2004 at his home. He
born January 23, 1923 in Aurora, Il
A e SO0 Of Henry D, and’
BN sa Covelli. He grad
§ from West Aurora
B School. He married
| erme Fetzer on Apt
R 1945. Mike served |
ll Armed Services as i
toon Sergeant in \
War Il in the Pacific

atre. He owned W
Place in North Aurora for 40 years

He was a member of Blessed £
ment Church in North Aurora since
and a member of the North Aurara
Club for 30 years. He was also a mt
of the VFW in Montgomery and.a li
member of the ltalian American Cl

Mike was a loving husband and
voted father and grandfather. He w
avid fisherman at his cottage in E
City, W, golfer and card piayer. H
known for spinning stories related
many life experiences. A

He leaves to cherish his memory
erne, his beloved wife of 58 years;e
six children, Dr. Henry (Bhonda) !
of Post Falls, 1daho, Judy (Geoff) h
Henryville, PA, Kathryn (the late
Stratton of Marietta, GA, Cheri
Thurow of North Aurora, Michag’
Covelli Jr. of North Aurora and
{Dave) Covelli-Clausen of Aurora
also "survived by his sisters, M:
Jenny Pendergast of Rockford,
Mafalda Mahoney of North Aurora
grandchildren; and a great grand
fer. He was preceded in death by h
er, Henry, mother, Teresa; broth
sisters, Mildred Bonie and Margar
Covelli. He will also be missed bt
friends and neighbors.

Funeral services will be Tuesdz
uary 27, 2004 at 1:30 PM from The
den Mortuary to Blessed Sac
Church at 2 PM. Entombment at
vet Cemetery.

Visitation will be Monday, Jant

oNAA fram 2 1A R DRA ik -~ i
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Kane concerned

about plight of
homeless veterans

= Not easy: Officials
trying to develop
programs, solutions

By Steve Lord
STAFF WRITER

GENEVA — Dorothy Sanchez
admitted she should have known
hetter. ' :

But the County Board member,
D-Aurora, said recent develop-
ments have opened her eyesto a
problem she did not realize was as
critical as it is: homeless veterans.

She said the realization came as

she watched Democratic Party
presidential candidates donating to
a homeless shelter for veterans in
. lowa. »
“T'll be the first to admit I did not
realize the situation,” Sanchez said

Monday at a County Board Public
Service Committee meeting. “You
just assume that people who go to

~ fight for this country are cared for. -

‘When you find out they're not, it's

3

nauseating. They risked their lives, .

and now they're homeless, and we

_ can't do enough about it?"

Her comments were made o
John Carr, Kane County Veterans
Affairs office director, who said est-
mates are that of the about 3,000
homeless people in Kane County,
1,000 are veterans. That one-third
ratio holds true nationally, Carr
said. There are 26,480 veterans liv-
ing in Kane County, he added, the
seventh most in the state. :

Carr said his office has an out

. reach program for homeless vets,

sfo they at least can get the benefits

| HOMELESS

From page Al

and medical care they have coming
to them. He said it is a long-standing
problem for which there is no easy
solution.

“We have a largely mobile
society,” Carr said. “When people
go from one place to another,
certain benefits may not be
available, When veterans leave the
military, some don't have a place to
come back to.”

He pointed out that military pay is
not hefty — there are plenty of
" military families who qualify for
food stamps, he said. Also, many
veterans suffer from mental illness
or substance abuse, 2 key
contributor to homelessness in
general, he said. .

" He said “a very large block of
veterans are moving through the
system” at one time. They run the
gamut, from World War II veterans

who average 80 years old, to-

Vietnam vets who average 54 years
old. Korean'War veterans are in
between. He said there are about 15
million veterans in the country who
saw some type of combat.
“Unfortunately, as we all know,
there are only so much resources to

go aroumd,” Carr said. “When you put

programs together, no mattet how .

you make the guidelines, there’s

- always someone on the outside.”

* They've earned it

Carr said in addition to homeless
veterans, there are more who “are
hanging by their fingemnails.”

“For those on the verge of
becoming homeless, we have a
financial assistance program,” he
said. “We try to get to them before
they are evicted.”

Sanchez said this should be a
time particularly attune to the
problems of veterans, with a war
going on and more coming home.
Board member Jack Cook, R-Elgin,
himself a veteran, said the public is
“apathetic” in dealing with the
veteran population.

Carr said sometimes veterans are
their “own worst énemy” by not
organizing, and not thinking ahead.

“Clients come in when they need -

immediate help, and didn't think
about something ahead of time,” he
said. :

“We in $ociety tend not to think
about things until it affects us.
There are those who argue that
veterans are a special interest
grotp. Well, that's true, they are.
Bul the difference is, they've earned
the benefits.”

< Turn to HOMELESS, A2.
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Judge: Assistant
will un office

during

absence

(-28-04 Chironicle

- Gorecki’s 4-month suspension

starts Sunday
By ADAM KOVAC __“This court has the aithor-
and TOM SCHLUETER ity to appeint a special state's
attorney when the state’s attor-

Kane County Chronicle

ST. CHARLES — One of
Kane County State’s Attorney
Meg Gorecki's senior assistants
will oversee her office while she
serves a four-month suspen-
sion, a judge ordered Tuesday.

"= Katherine Moran, 51, the
- chief of Gorecki's‘civil division,

| --will begin a temporary stint as

the county’s top law enforce-
ment officer on Sunday, the day

Gorecki must take a leave of

absence."

Moran was ap.pointec'l‘ by

‘Chief Judge Philip L. DiMarzio
to serve untl June 1, when
Gorecki can return after serv-
ing a sanction she received for
ethics violations that occurred
in 1998, before she took office.

- DiMarzio’s order comes as
Gorecki and county leaders
wrangle over the unprece-
dented suspension of her law

license that sparked a debate

on exactly who decides the ad-
ministration of the state’s attor-
ney’s office.

In his two-page order,
DiMarzio weighed a nonbind-
ing opinion by Ilinois Attomey

"General Lisa' Madigan that
called on Kane County judges
to select a special state's attor-

ney until Gorecki returns.

ney is temporarily disqualified |

.in order to prevent a failure of

justice,” DiMarzio wrote.

- Tuesday's action is the lat-
g estin a flurry
of legal activ-
ity on Got-
ecki's suspen-
sion that has
spiked as the
deadline ap-
proaches for
her to vacate

x| her post.
r i On Mon-
Goreck day, Gorecki,

36, sued the Kane  County

Board and Chairman Mike
McCoy to block a special meet-
ing set for Feb. 2 to declare her
office vacant and voie on her

‘permanent replacement.

Gorecki’s lawsuit also ques-
tions the opinion that Madigan
issued Friday and instead seeks
to tap one of her top lieu-
tenants to serve in her absence.
A hearing on the lawsuit is
scheduled for today.

McCoy said he supports
Moran’s appeintment but stll
plans to call the special meet-
ing unless a judge rules other-
wise. - '

See GORECKI, page 2
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. The Beacon Neuws tries to be accu-
rate and fair in every story it pub-

. - lishes. When a misiake occuss; we

want to fix it. To report ervors,
call the managing editor at
8445881,

recentdeaths

Obituaries / Page A8

-Bickle, Carl 1. $r., 73, Sandwich
Ewing, Kevin, 48, Ottawa
..Gebhardt, Claire Lonergan, 76,
Fairhope, Ala.

. .Gunn, Fem, 81, Aurora
Hemandez, Longino, 55, Aurora
Jacobson, Delbert G., 82, Batavia

.-Neff, Catherine V., 94, Oswego

. Paver, Jacqueline M., Aurora
Sellen, James J., 77, Oswego
Stein, Glen Edward, 78, Aurora
-Witte, Mellody A., 52, Aurora

* The Beacon News

. l[ A Hollinger
.+ ==l International publication
“'Office

101 S, River St., Aurora, IL 60506
Lobby hours: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
* Monday-Friday. Closed holidays.
Ne\vspaper delivery )
, Joe Waeber, circulation manager
"Castemer service phones
:(630) 844-5800 or (800} 244-5844
Customer service e-mail
customersenvice @scni.com.
Customer service hoirs
-5:30 a.m.- 6 p.m.. weekdays

*7-11 a.m. waekends
5:30-10 a.m. holidays

- GORECKI

From Page A1

Does not settle dispute

. But Kane County Board Chairman
Mike McCoy has held that his legal
adviser — Aurora-based attorney

Patrick Kinnally — interprets the law

-as setting up a scenario where the

county-board can declare a vacancy in -

the office in Gorecki's absence.

- A “vacancy” is a different situation -
' than that laid out in DiMarzio’s order,

McCoy said. Gorecki could return to
her job under DiMarzio’s order, but, if
a vacancy is declared and the County
Board fills that vacancy, Gorecki
would not be able to retumn.

Gorecki is seeking a court order to
stop a special Kane County Board
meeting McCoy has called for
Monday, saying the process does not
follow the law and disputing that the
office is “vacant.”

A hearing on her suit is set for 9:30
am.

the appointment of Moran — who is
among the people he had been
considering for the appointment —
and also supports DiMarzio's move to
step into the situation. He also said
that DiMarzio’s order “could be
challenged,” although McCoy added
- he will not be the one to challenge it.

‘McCoy also said Monday’s special
meeting will move forward, and he will
leave it up to the County Board either
to declare the post vacant or to declare
that there isno vacancy, =

“If the board votes that there's no
vacancy, that would bring some
finality to it,” McCoy said, “but I know
there are board members who believe
there is a vacancy.”

Tuesday, McCoy said he supports

Goreckd assertion disputed

In his ruling, DiMarzio also rule
out Gorecki’s assertion that she ha
the authority to appoint her ow
successor. He cited a state faw thg
the court where the state’s attorney
is practicing makes the appointment
He said she cites only “past office

‘memoranda” in her argument that

she should have the appointment
power,

His ruling is in contrast to a claim
Gorecki makes in her lawsuit against
the County Board that it is her
“prerogative” to appoint an acting
state’s attorney during her
suspension: She cites a section of
state Jaw regarding the authority of
county governments in making the

argument. :

Gorecki also notes previous
occasions when she transferred
authority to her assistants. Included
in the lawsuit are copies of office
memorandums distributed to
prosecutfors in 2001 and 2002 when
she traveled to out-of-town
conferences. :

In several cases, she named
Assistant State’s Attorney Sal
LoPiccolo as her replacement.

Gorecki addressed what she
wantéd done in the case of her
suspension in a memo dated May 20,
2003. Her authority should be
transferred either to the first
assistant state’s attorney or the chief
of the civil division, she wrote.

Two days after that memo, Hllinois
Supreme Court justices delayed a
ruling on a possible suspension,
which they ultimately handed down
in November and affirmed earlier
this month.

Gorecki could not be contacted for
a comment Tuesday, nor could the
private attorneys representing her.
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Fox Valley
hospitals

face crush
from Cook

| n Lack of insurance:

Cutbacks at Stroger
Hospital likely to

stram local fa(:1ht1es
8~ 04

: .BySteve Lord SACH

STAFF WRITER negg

" GENEVA — Hospitals in Kane

County are trying to figure out how
to pick up what might be an

‘upcoming greater demand for

iiajor services normally taken care
o'f by Cook County Hospital. -
~ Mary Lou England, Kane County

Health Department director, told

the County Board Public Health
Committee Tuesday it appears the
John H. Stroger Jr. Hosp1ta1 of Cook
County no longer is accepting
referrals from outside Cook County.
. “This could be devastatmg,
England said. “We're going to have
tofigure: out how to pick up the load
on our own.”

& Turmto HOSPITALS, A2
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Gorecki

Top aide to fill in
during suspension

i |for nﬁscbnd?tlct u'o U

By Williain Presecky Thicago
“hvpunse.

Trlbune staff reporter

With Kane County State’s
Atty. Meg Gorecki about to be
suspended from practicing
1aw for four months, the coun-
ty's chief judge Tuesday ap-

1| pointed one of Goreckl's top

assistants to be special state’s
attorney during that time.
, Judge Philip L. DiMarzio

.| said Assistant State's Atty M.

e

Katherine Moran of Geneva
would be sworn in Sunday “to
handle all matters pertaining
to the office commencing Feb.
1and ending June L™

Moran, 51, has been chief of
the office’s civil division since
she was hired by Gorecki in

| January 200L She was in pri-
'| vate practice for moro than 14

]

o]

oW

years before that, .
Citing “the public interest”
and the "unique circumstanc- .
es” surrounding Gorecki’s
pending suspension, DiMar-
zio said he made the appoint-
ment because Gorecki bad not
asked for a special state’s at-
torney tofill in. Healsosaid he
knew Gorecki claimed in a
lawsuit filed Monday “thatshe
has anthority to appointa spe:
cial state's attorney”
I believe the court has an
obligation to ensure that the
office of state’s attorney is oc-
cupied and that there is no
lapse or gap. It is in the public
interest that there be a duly
authorized person [in place] at
all times;” DiMarzio said. |
In his order, the judge said a
legal opinion issued Friday by
Tllinois Atty. Gen. Lisa Madi-
gan ‘“persuasively. asseris”
thathe has the authority toap-
point a special state's attorney
“when the state's attorney _is
temporarily * disqualified in
order to prevent a failure of
Jjustice.” ' i _
Qutside of court, DiMarzio
described Moran as “a lawyer
with an excellent reputation
thronghout the county. Every-
one with whom I spoke had
praige for her woik :_md her
professionalism. I believe she
is well-qualified.” )
Although not a Iegal re-
quirement, the fact that Mo-
ran is a Kane resident—Go-
recki's two other top assis-
tants live outside of Eane—

PLEASE SEE GORECKI, PAGE 7 -

stand-in -
i selected -
by judge

GORECKI:
Hearing set

“on lawsuit

to keep job

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

factored into his decision, Di-
Marzio said.

"I believe that Kane should
have one of its own residents
serving in this capacity” he
said, -

Moran spectalizes in civil 1jti-
gation, real estate transactions,
employment “law, administra-
tive hearings and the represen.
tation of elected ‘officlals and
governmental units, |

In ap officlal statemnent Tues-
day, Moran sald it is her goal "to
maintain the current programs
and policies” instituted by Go-
recki. “All atterneys will re-
main in the courtrooms with
full case loads,” she said.

NiMarzio declined to com-

" ment on what, ifany, bearinghis

order might have on Goreckt's
lawsuit in which she is challeng-
ing the County Board's author-
ity to declare her office vacant
and board Chairman Mike
McCoy's authority to fill the
post for the balance of her term.,
An initial court hearing on
Gorecki's motion for a prelimi-
nary injunction to block the

County Board from taking any
action is set for Wednesday in
Geneva.
McCoy, who is also a defend-
ant in the lawsuit, sajd he wel-
comed DiMarzio’s action.
"We want to make sure the sit-
uation is stable as of Monday.
Thisis astepinthat direction, It
doesn't cover everything, but
it's a good thing the chief judge
appointed someone. I certainly
won’tdispute it and don't think
‘the board would,” McCoy sald.
DiMarzio's order is silent on

what happens after June 1 and.

said It would not be appropriate
for him to speculate about it, ~

“Ithink I'm gale in saying this |.
is an unprecedented situation,” |

he said.

The appaintment of a special
state’s attorney is the latest
twist in nearly four years of le-
gl maneuvers stemming from
the professional misconduet
that Gorecki admitted eccurred
maore than a year before she ran
for state’s attorney.

The state Supreme Court or-
dered her four-month suspen-
sion for having undermined
confidence in the integrity of
government when she falsely
auggested to a friend that

McCoy could be bribed into pro- |-

viding a county job.

In taped messages left on a |

fricnd's answering machine,
Gorecki is heard giving the out-
line of a fabricated scheme
abkout how to mask the kickback*
to look like a campaign contyi-

bution.

-




County..Z::
discusses
senior tax

By TOM SCHLUETER
' Kane County Ghmrucle

GENEVA If Kane County voters
_decide on a senler citizen referendum
on the Novernber ballot, they likely will
see two questions.

The Public Health Committee on
Tuesday considered details of the refer-
endurn and how the services would be
administered if the referendum is suc-
cessfid,

If the county board puts the ques-
tion ot the ballot, voters would answer -
two questions. One question would ask
volers 10 approve a quarter-cent in-
crease to provide services for seniors;
the second would askvutar appmval o
exveed the tax cap.

. Assistant States Attomey Robert
Sandner said that by asking two ques-
tions, the county would avoid the legal
battle that has embroiled the. Batavia
school district, which in Aprl 2003
sought voter approval for 60-cent tax
rate increase withoutasking approvai to
exceed the tax cap.

The case remains in litigation.

“Unless there is some enlighten-
ment {from the appellate court), the
safest way to do it is to have a double-
banreled referendum,” Sandner said.

But questions remain as to whether
Ihe:ssuewmwoddappearomhebal-
ot.

Some board members publicly
have stated that theywould not support
a tax increase bemuse seniors already

*face rising prope!

Others are will mg to let voters de-
cide,

Jackic 'llcdup, R- -Elgin, said she has
received many phone calls from con-
stituents on the issue.

“Most of them have said Tust putit

| on C!l.l:u:balh:»tanclietusde::ide " Tredup

. sai

A quarter-cent tax would cost the

. owner of a $250,000 home an additional
$20 ayear.

If vaters approve the. qumncn, the
health department would administer
the estimated $2.4 million that the tax
would generate.

o “There has to be work at the county

level to decide how the money would

distributed,” said Gerald Jones, D-

Aurora, committec chainman.

According to a survey of seniors, the
'big,gest problem they face is help with

tiption drug costs. Transportation

ISE]IIO crma;orconcem

Neither problern would be resolired
with referendum approval, Jones said.

“Bven if we lcvied $1, there sull
wouldn't be enough money to address
all the needs,” Jones said.

" Bette Schoenholtz, executive direc- -
tor of Senior Sprvices Associates, said
the money coltected from the tax could
be used to leverage grants from state
and federal health agencles.

The agencies are more inclitred to
offer grants when local money also is
being used, she said

“They look vcry posmve on that,”
Schoenholtz said, ‘
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U eradd
“Gorecki, do right
~ thing and resign

. Ifind it extremely ironic that

" Meg Gorecki would claim her
absence from the state’s attor-
ney’s office would be distuptive

- toits proceedings, while in fact,
., itisher very presence that has
.. been an incredible distraction

* for the past 3V years.
Gorecki has made amockery
of the very systein she has been
. sworr to iphold. She has made
" every end run possible to
escape the consequences for

. ‘her actions. Actions that are not .

" in dispute and actions that vio-,

- lated the nules she and her
- profession are bound by.

Are we expected to believe it

" ‘has been business as normal at .
. the state’s attorney’s office while
_ this atrocity continues?

What about the cost? Has
anyone thought about the dol-
lars this has cost the taxpayers?

- Consider the hours, days, wegks
- and months that have occupied
the time and resources of the

various courts, review boards,
disciplinary committees, state
licensing authority, county

My estimate of the cost is in

" the tens of thousands of dollars,

and for what? -
The state’s attorney should
be the example of integrity and
honesty and have character
above reproach. This is not the
case with Gorecki, and she, for
‘'some reason, thinks her own
agenda is more important than
the reputation of her office and
of Kane County. Her actions
have reflected poorlyon allof -

. us. Gorecki has dominated the

front page of the newspapers
for more than three years and
for all the wrong reasons, not
as the county’s top prosecutor,

" but as the county’s top arrogant

e b
-

. |

P

B=

‘and selfish politician,

Why nto one in authority
has called for Gorecki to leave
office and let the county get on -
with its work is a total mystery

" tome, Had this scenario played

out in the private sector, the
offender would have had two
choices, resign or be fired.
Should we expect any less

" from-our elected officials?

Let me be so bold as toask
Meg Gorecki for once in this
whole ordeal to do the right
thing and ... resign! . :

: Dick Graff
St. Charles

T~
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GK plan to cmtrol
par& of Randall

By ERIC SCI-IELKOPF :
Kane County Chronicle

' NORTH AURORA — A
- Stretch of Randall Road soon
mlﬂdbemﬂlevﬂlageshands
- Village trustees. this ' week
-approved .& proposed agree-
» menttotransfer control ofa 1.6-
- tnile stretch of Randall Road be-
- tween Interstate 88 and Orchard
Road to the village . from the
- county.
~ The Kane County Boards
Ttansportahon Committee ap-
." proved the agreementlast week.
~ The full county board will vote
.. inFebruary on the agreement.
.. . As part of the agreement,
. the_county would pay North
Aurora $300,000 and continue
" to plow snow and mow grass
until 2006. A previdus agree-
.ment that county officials re-
" jected had the county continu-

.. ing those operations until 2008, -

‘The county also would re-
= place ' the bndge deck over
Interstate 88 in approximately
~.2016. 0 -
. Bt the county would not
- uwhave to pay $190,000 to repair a
~dip in'the road, which also was
» part of therejected agreement.
= The countywould allowsev-

o v eral curb clits as partof the new

~-agreement, including a right-in,

l”’"rxght -out access on the west side .

- of Randall Road, about 1,000 feet
. south of ConuskeyAvenue

h
"]
=

The access would serve the
175-acre Randall Commons
shopping center being pIo-
posed for the northwest corner
of Randall Road and Oak Street.

Walgreens would be the first
tenantinthe center -

But some trustees had con-
cemsaboutthe agreement. =

Trustee Mike Herlihy saidhe -
did not like that the county
would dictate where other curb
cuts can be' placed. Also, the
agreement states that no curb
cuts would be allowed within

500 feet of Orchard Road.

Village President Mark Ruby
disagreed. . ‘

“Tthinkitis goodplanmngas
far as a lineup of curb cuts along
Randall Road,” Rubysaid. -

He wamned that changing -
the agreement could jeopardize
the proposed shopping center.

Trustee -Dale Berman said
the' board should accept the
agreement. _

- “I think we have potten the -
bestwe are going to get from the
county,” Berman said.

‘In reply, Trustee Max Herwig
said, "I don't disagree, but we
have to understand what our

Jimnitations are.”

Ruby said the village stll |.
would have some flexibility with -
cutbeuts, - |

“It doesn't mriean reasonable
adjustments can't be made,"
Ruby said. ‘
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Kane County's 2030 plan has identified the Burlington Road co[ridor as one of the areas likely to be affected by development in the west-

or gridlock

ern part of the county.

Roadways to get busier

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle .

. GENEVA—Two-thirds of Kane County’s
ruadways will be severely congested in 26 years,
projections show. }

The worse news is that even with an un-
precedented infiux of rooney, themajority of
roads still will be congested.

Worse still, it is unlikely that there will be an
unprecedented infux of money.

. *There is no waywe can buy our way out of
the traffic congestion of the future,” said Thomas
Rickert, deputy director of the Kane County
Division of Transpottation. ’

The projections takeinto account all local,
township, county and state highways and inter-
states. :

To begin planning for the congestion and up-
date its 2020 transportation plan, representatives
of KDOT will be in the auditorium of Building A

|-A8-O

County

£

e
races

ofthe Kane County Government Center from 4
to 7 prn. today to take publicinput on the de-

partmet’s 2030 transpiortation plan.
In addition, KDOT will conduct public fo-

 rums in each of the county's eight planning

partnership areas in January and February.

_ Visitors to the public forums will see maps
of projected congestior: in 2030, when Kane's
popufation will approach 700,000.

One of the maps shows projected conges-
tion if no federal, state, county or local improve-
ments are made. Two-thirds of all roads in the
county are lingd inred, meaning they will suffer
severe congestion.

Anather map shows projected congestion if
ahost of projects are implemented, including
two additional regional bridges over the Fox
River, the expansion to eight lanes for
Interstates 88 and 90 in the eastern part of the

. county and to sixlanes to Route 47; six lanesfor

Randall and Kirk roads; four Janes for Route 47;
four lanes for Route 38 from Randall Road to
Route 47; and four lanes for Route 64 from
Randall to new LaFox Road.

"$ee GRIDLOCK, page2

Wayne Retrisfl — Chronicle phato staff

To leamn more, share opinions
« A public meeting/open house is 4 p.m. today in
the auditorium of Building A, Kane County Government
Center, 719 S._Batavia Ave., Geneva.

Public hearings on ¥ane County's update of its
transportation plan: ;
« Friday, Jan. 30, 10 a.m., Upper Fox PPA, Randall
Qaks Golf Club, Dundee
« Tuesday, Feh. 3, 10 a.m., Aurora Area PPA, North
farrora Public Library -
;.yonday, Feb. 9, 10 a.m. TriCities PPA, Batavia Public
Library - | ’ :
« Wednesday, Feb. 11, 10 am,, Elgin Area PPA, Elgin
Community College, Business Conference Center,
Room 123 i .
» Wednesday, Feb. 18, 10 am., Camptan Area PPA,
Campton Community Center : -
« Thursday, Feb. 19, 10 a.m., West Central PPA, Elbum .
Pubfic Library - .
I.-l I\ﬂonday, Eeb, 23, 10 Northwest PPA, Hurtley Village

]

. » Wednesday, Feb. 25, 1 p.m., Southwest PPA,

Waubonsee Community College, Bodie Hal, Room 150
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 Gorecki

rulings
dueling

Decisions pending

from county, courts
1-39-04 Benton

By Daniel Duggan . -
STAFF WRITER _ W 5 .
_GEN EVA — Sixteenth Circuit Court Judge
Michael Colwell refused Wednesday to gtoﬁg a
s§)ec1ac11 :f-;esswn of the Kane County Board

_ planned for next week, despite pleas b bat-
tled State’s Attorney Meg Gorecki. y . a;t .
At the meeting scheduled for Monday, the
County Board is expected to decide whether
there v_.:111 be_ a permanent replacement to
Gorecki's position after her law license is sus-
pended for four months beginning Sunday.

“Colwell, however, will hand down his own.

ruling on the issue Friday, in a move that coult
make the board’s forthcoming decision moot.d

Atissue is whether there will be a vacancy in
the office requiring a permanent replacement
for Gorecki once her law license is suspended
or whether instead a temporary replacement
:hou]d serve during Gorecki's four-month ab-

ence.

We_dnesday’s action was the latest develop-
ment in a legal brouhaha that has followed the
Illinois Supreme Court’s decision to suspend
-Gorecki's law license. It marked the first time in
statq history that the law license of a sitting
state’s attorney has been ordered suspended.
Gorecki was found to have violated the ethical
code for lawyers when she suggested a jobs-for-
bribes scheme later found to be bogus.

Dispute over vacancy

Kane County Board Chairman Mike McCo
said he called Monday’s special meeting sg
the board could have a chance to declare the

< Turn to GORECKI, A2

GORECKI

From page Al .
vacancy in Gorecki’s office, then
appoint & person to serve out her
term.

The board also could decide
there isno vacancy. Aurora attor-

ney Patrick Kinnally, who is repre-

senting McCoy and the board,
stressed that the board has the
power to make either decision.

“They have the right to say
whether or net it exists,” Kinnally
said in court Wednesday. “That is
not up to the courts, and it is not up
to the attorney general.”

Such a move, however, flies in
the face of an opinion issued Friday

by Attorney General Lisa Madigan,

who wrote that Gorecki can return
to her position after the suspension
ends. Madigan's opinion also stated
that the circuit court — and not the
county board — should appoint
someone to hold the office until
then. )
Tuesday, 16th Circuit Chief
Judge Philip DiMarzio followed
Madigan's lead and issued an
order naming Katherine Moran to
act as state’s attorney during
Gorecki's absence. He did not rule
on whether there will be a vacancy

in the office when the suspension
of Gorecki's Jaw license begins

Sunday, saying only that Moran
should will serve from that day
until June 1 when the suspension

e

Gorecki’s private attorney, Larry

Wechter, said there will be “legal
uncertainty” if the County Board
declares a vacancy. -
“Think about the uncertainty and
disruption-that will result if they
think they hdve the authority
“here,” he said. -

Judge's ruling due Friday-

Colwell now will weigh in on the
vacancy issue. He said he will make
his ruling at 10 am. Friday, setting
the stage for what possibly could
be a contentious meeting of the
County Board Monday. He also of
fered a cautionary note to McCoy,
saying the board does not have to
hold the meeting. ) )
" “The easiest situation would be
for the board to cancel its tyip down
this highway,” Colwell said.

County Board member Jan Carl-
son, R-Elburn, who attended
‘Wednesday’s court hearing, said af-
terward that the isste should be
ieft up to the judicial system.

“I'm not sure that the legislators
should be performing a judicial
function,” he'said. “Let the lawyers
handle this. It's not our job.”

Board member Paul Greviskes,
D-Aurora, who also was at the hear-
ing, said he believes there is a va-
cancy in the office and that it
should be filled by an appointment
from the County Board. o

‘When asked if he would still held
the opinion if Colwell rules other-
wise, Greviskes, an attorney him-
self, said, “I always do what the
iudees tell me to do.”
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|Developer

"F3

acks off

Jannex bid

| BY LISA SMITH .

| Grand Prairie may take housing lan
K toKaneCaumymstead of St. Charles

S [»aq O

"5 Daily Herald Staff Writer.

The developer of a proposed 1,800-home sub-
division in LaFox Wednesday shelved plans to
pursue annexation into the city of St. Charles.

Grand Prairie development representatives
told city officials they would instead submit the
1,200-acre project — which also includes some
-commercial space — to the Kane County devel-
opment department. . . T

Wyndham Deerpoint and Town & Country.
Homes officials never officially submitted an
- annexation petition, instead opting to present
concept plans in July 2002 to gauge the reactions
of city officials and make changes accordingly.

. But city leaders never warmed up to the plan,
arguing it would put too much of a strain on the
.city and local school districts. o
“We lobked at it from all sides ... but ultimately

‘the reality was an annexation has to have a two-
thirds majority and that just was not going to .

~happen,” Mayor Sue Klinkhamer said Wednes-

| day. . C . .
Seven of the 10 city council members are
| required to sign off on annexation requests. -

The Geneva school district would be most.

" { adversely affected, losing as much as $5.5 million
over the next 10 years if the development were -

‘built as proposed, according to a recent analysis
by Northem 1llinois University’s center for gov-
ernmental studies. o

The plans include a developer donation of
either land or cash to the school district, but that

. | 1ikely would not be enough to.offset the costs of

. ‘u: ?gf’

“| educafing 860 more students, according to the
~|NIUstudy.. : o

-1 “Obviously the Geneva schools are ... interest-

{ ed in mitigating against any negative impact
there would be financially,” said Geneva Superin- -

tendent Mike Jacoby: - _ N

“Jt is unclear whether the developers will pre-
sent the same plans to Kane County: officials.
Representatives of Lombard-based Town &

calls Wednesday. L :
" The development would be located diong the

'southern edge of Route 38 between Brundige
- | Road and Harley Road. )

It consists of 800 smgle;faxflﬂy homes on lots
ranging from 8,000 square feet to 1 acre and

See REAUEST on PRGE 8
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Country Homes and North Aurora-based Wynd-
ham Deerpoint Homes would not return phone’ -

built of its negative impac
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~ With the March 16 primary only a few
weeks away, political campaigns are
entering the crucial “stretch” phase.

- Candidates are looking for every edge to
set them apart from their opponents.

For many, the edge they seek comes in.
the form of endorsements from local
elected officials, hoping that assoclation
translates into votes: Every candidatein
every race is busy lining up people to say
nice things about them, but in at least one
instance, the nicest things aren't being said
outloud. -~ : :

In the contest for the Kane County
Board’s 14th District Republican
nomination, Amey Silvestri is squaring off
against Mark Dauvost. Dauvost
announced his candidacy first and
promptly went about the business of
locking in endorsements. By the time
Silvestri entered the race, more than a few
area notables had given Dauvost, if not an’
endorsement, at least a nod and a smile.
Now many of those same people find
themselves in a very awkward situation,
bound by their public promise to Dauvost,
but privately supporting Silvestri.

1 am not a resident of the 14th District,
so I don't have a dog in this fight. However,
as frequent readers of this column are
aware, | know Silvestri through his
involvernent with the Kane County Eagles
football team. Over the past few weeks, I
noticed something odd: public officials
were saying nice things about him, but
onlyin private.

"Arney's a great guy, and I think he’s
petfect for the job,” one told me the other
day. “Unfortunately, [ can't come out and
say so.” Another said their endorsement of
Dauvost was made because “There wasno
one else in the race at the time.” And
another said *If I'd known Amey was going
to run, I would have gone with him.”

Over and over I've heard a variation of
the same theme: "I want to support Arney,
but I already said ‘yes' to Mark.”

. None, by the way, think Dauvost would
not be a decent county board member.
Most believe he would do afine job.
However, when put against Sitvestri, the
feeling is that Amey would be as good, and
perhaps the better choice.

Interesting, yes? To me, it is just another
example of how goofy politics can be,
especially when it comnes to the

A quiet edge

importance of endorsements, While I don't
think people vote for someone just
because ancther politician thinkshe'sa -

~ swell guy, it certainly cannot hurt.

In a tight race, a few votes swayed by an
endorsement can make all the difference,

- soit probably would be best if endorsers

wait until a campaign is well under way
before they give their public blessings to a
candidate. o :

If that patience had been exercised in
the 14th District race, the list of who is
endorsing whom might look quite
different. For now, Arney Silvestri will just
have to content himself with knowing that
he really does have friends in high places...

~ even if they cannot say so outloud.

* * %

For the first time since July the picture

* at the top of this column actually matches

my real mug, for which I heartily apologize.
The wonderfully evil beard I'd cultivated is
no more, and I'll have a slightly harder time
scaring small children. However, I lost the
whiskers for the best of all passible
reasons, not to mention cold, hard cash.

Monday evening, there was a hair-
cutting benefit for the Special Olympics at
Avenue Two Barber Shop in St. Charles,
with the shop donating all the proceeds to
the charity. A week ago, I offered to give up
the beard for a minimum bid of $150, butit
turned out to be a bit better than that.
Thanks to so many of you who called with
pledges and donations, we were able to
add $500 to the night's collection.

Mayor Sue Klinkhamer did the
shearing honors, and all I can say is that
she is to barbering what Jack The Ripper
was to surgery. [ count myself lucky to have
both lips in approximately the same places
as they were before. (And don't listen to her
that the problem was “One of your chins
got stuck in the clippers.”)

By the way, the folks at Avenue Two did
a wonderful thing by sponsoring this event
{and putting up with my foolishness). It is
the sort of community involvement and
caring that only comes from locally owned
businesses. The best way to thank them is
to support them, so stop in soon.

W Bill Page lives in St. Charles and
writes about local issues on Tuesday and
Thursday. Calls and e-mails answered at
(630) 584-0809 or wpage®mediawerks.org.
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Panel endorses

~ federal grant to |
Aunt Martha’s

"By Steve Lord
’ B STAFF WFIITEFI_

GENEVA — Concerns about
“pregnancy counseling at Aunt
‘Martha’s Youth Services almost
-.caused a holdup this week in a
$400,000 grant for the agency.

Kane County Board member .

-. Magaret Scalfaro, R-Carpen-
tersville, was one of two Public
Health Committee members who
questioned the federal grant de-

--signed to pay for the agency to re-

.~-mode] a building at Broadway and
Benton Street in downtown Auro-

*. ra into a bigger facility, which in-

cludes a health clinic,
Scalfaro and board member
Mary Richards, R-Aurora, de-
* clined to second a motion to rec-
ommend the grant for the full
County Board agenda. Although
the money comes from the federal
government, it is administered
through the county. o
Scalfaro said she did not ap-

_prove of Aunt Martha's pregnancy

counseling to youths, which in-
cludes mention of abortion. Aunt

-Martha’s offers a wide array of ser- -

" 'vices for children, yotith and fami-
lies in health care, crisis interven-
tion, foster care, residential care,
‘counseling, delinquency preven-

“tion and parenting skills educa-
tion.
There are facilities in Aurora
* and Elgin, -
Mary Lou England, Health De-
partment director, said Aunt
Martha's follows federal guide-
lines for pregnancy counseling.
The agency has to follow the

guidelines because it receives fed-
eral funding, England said.
»“You can't single out Aunt
Martha’s, because this applies to
all who get federal money,” she

, said, :

Need_ing space
Health Committee.Chairman
Gerry Jones, D-Aurora, said Aunt

‘Martha's provides early care and

prevention services that “saves
money in the long run.”

“Yet there are people at this
table who don’t want to vote for a
health clinic in downtown Aurora,”
he said. “I'm ‘amazed you want to
deny health care to needy folks.”

Richards and Scalfaro eventual

ly gave their support to the mea-
sure. :
* Richards said after the meeting
she has no problem with Aunt
Martha’s program. She said she
only balked at first because she
had not heard anything about the
grant or the expansion.

“I knew nothing about this,” she
said. “It just seemed like all of a
sudden this came out of nowhere.”

Richards said she supports °
Aunt Martha’s programs. .

“I know their clinic now is tiny,”
she said. “But for the people of Au-
rord, it's a very good thing.” |

Theresa Heaton, of the Health
Department, said Aunt Martha's
will be able to provide better ser-
vice in a bigger building, even if
there is not efiough money-to hire
more people, ’

“Providers have frouble if they
don’t have enough room to work
in,” shé said.
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speeds and weave into Randall
Road to cross. This will hope-

fully be discussed at future

Lét’s'keep focus on
Randall changes:

‘gested and less daﬁgerdué, are -

45 mph, For example, Kirk
Road, which is controlled by

. OnJan. -23, the Kane.County

Kane County; Route 59 from

Route 64 to 1-90, which is con-

trolled by IDOT; and Stems

meetings. The meeting partici-

Transportation Department met pants all agreed changes tmust

with the Transportation Com-

be made. Tremendous pressure
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By Steve Lord

© STAFF WRITER

GENEVA - Building sites are
common in a growing county like
Kane.

_ While new home construction is
a sigd of good economic health,
some county officials said they
worry about what gets tossed to the
side of those burgeoning rooftops.

Gary Mielke, the county’s solid-

. waste coordinator, told the Solid

‘Waste Committee Wednesday that
more construction waste recycling
facilities are coming into existence.
He pointed to Construction Waste

- Recycling, a company along Route
72 in East Dundee, just over the
~ Kane County line in Cook County.

It is handling basically all of the
construction waste from the
Dundee area, half from Elgin and
waste from McHenry, Cook and
Lake counties. The company
charges a tipping fee of $42 a ton,

slightly less than the 545 a ton

charged by Settler's Hill landfill.
County officials want construc-

Kane wants to encourage
construction recycling

‘tion contractors to recycle as much
as possible, to keep from filling up
the landfill. In the county’s latest
Solid Waste plan, the county esti-
mates about 12.6 percent of the
waste streamn is construction waste.
“We've had big discussions on
how do we dispose of construction
waste,” Mielke said. “Here is a
company finally that’s doing this.”
" Mielke said the company recy-
cles clean and dirty wood, card- .
board, concrete and brick, metals
and residue. The company also
takes drywall and roofing shingles.
He said waste haulers can bring
in bins filled with the waste, and it
is dumped on a conveyer for the re-
cycling company to separate. The

. exception to that is drywall, which

is the only construction material
the law requires be treated sepa-
rately. } :

“They are handling a big chunk
of the county,” Mielke said. “To
handle all our construction waste, -
we probably need two or three
more of these facilities. How do we
encourage this?”
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Gorecki is missing
legal, moral licenses

I believe there are two things
-a person needs to possess to be .
qualified to hold the position of
state’s attorney for the County
of Kane. The first of these isa -

legai one, the possession of a

id license to practice law in
Illinois. The second is a person-
al one, but just as important,
a moral license: It is quite evi-
dent that Meg Gorecki had the
first, for itis being susgended

.as of Sunday. - .

Sadly, ] am beginningto - -
wonder if she ever had the
secand. If she did, was it fool-
ishly squandered in the pursuit
.of political fame? Gorecki's
struggle has been valiant and in
her eyes, right, but it has gone
on far too long. Whether she has
been a successful prosecutor or
.not is of no conseguence now.
This-is no longer just about her,
although it seems that she is
blind to anything but that.

This is about the office, her-
self and what is left of each of
their futures. Gorecki herself
should draw the curtain and
end this unfortunate, tragic _
story of self-destruction, lost
opportunity and personal
shame. Even if by some unfore-

seen miracle there were to be a
Cinderella-like final act to this -
drama, there will be no standing
gvation, thunderous applause
o1 requests for an encore.

Attempting to save one's gwn
neck through the use of cleaver
lawyering, stalling for tirhe, plea
bargaining, appeals and hoping

. tobe saved by a technicality are -

the-oh-so-familiar tactics and
handiwork of the “other side.”
- Meg Gorecki, seize the high
ground. Please resign.

Eric Isom

Elgin
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

' Sé\re for the future '

‘Before the end of January, deci-
sions to begin the demolition of Kane
County’s historic assets already in the .
“safe” hands of forest preserve owner-
ship will be made. '

The Kane County Forest Preserve
has an excelleit opportunity to plan
for the future by the stabilization and
protection of the historic structures
that are on its current properties.

Soine day, the Kane County Forest
Preserve will run out of land to buy,
and the natural areas will be restored.
At that point there will be even
greater public demand for preserving
our cultural heritage. - :

By protecting existing historic
structures on preserve property, the
forest preserve can let the future pub-
lic make the decision to develop these
i cultural resources. .

Historic preservation has tended to
save only the famous or grand archi-
tecture of the wealthy. But the aver-
age person builf this country, and that
story needs to be preserved for future
generations, Right now the Fabyan -,
Estate in Fabyan Forest Preserve is a
prime example. -

The garage complex where the
chauffeur and staff worked is threat-.
ened with demolition by public dol-
lars, denying future generations an

understanding that not everyone in
| America lived like Col. Fabyan. S
i+ lencourage both citizens and lead- i
: ers to recognize our best assets are 1

those we take for granted. Tog often
we vainly covet some other communi-
ty’s unique resources, and they, ours.

; Let your neighbors and leaders of the
; forest preserve know how you feel

‘ about the complete story of America's
heritage.

Jerome M. Johnson, Executive Director
Garfield Farm Museum

LaFox
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{ By Daniel Duggan
| STAFF WRITER

ST, CHARLES — State’s attorney candidate -

T ri-Cities mayors back

O’Neﬂ for prosecutor
_1-329-04 Beaton”

neuss:

’I‘Lm O'Neil kicked off the openmg of his cam-
;-,_paxgn headquarters by announcing endorse-
» ments from officials across the county.

Most notable were the endorsements of St.

¥ Charles Mayor Sue Klinkhamer, Geneva

e e ey A

-+ Mayor Kevin Burns dnd Batavia Mayor Jeff

-Sc}nelke -
- (F'Neil also had Rick Ciganek of the Elgin po-

* fice officers union and Wayne Biles of the Auro-
' ra police officers union lend their vote of confi

dence, He additionally was endor$ed by several

;- Tabor unions and the Fox Valley division of the
" Hiinois Police Association.

The race for the state’s attorney seat has

bee.n hotly contested, with the current state’s at-
" torney, Meg Gorecki, not running for reelec-

tion.
O'Neil will face three other Republicans in

i the March 16 primary election: Joseph Rago, of

- Geneva; John Barsanti, of St. Charles, and *
', Michael Leuer, of Geneva.

* . In his btief comments, O'Neil emressed his
" appreciation for the support of the local officials
- and organizations and promised to win the race.

i

. “With 47 days left, Il be out there hoofing

; my rear off,” he said.
i O Neil stressed he will put more assistant -

state’s attorneys into the divisions where people
will see the biggest impact. He pointed out the
importance, for example, of a gang-prosecution
unit .

“Anyone who says there isn'ta gang problem
hasn't talked to people in Elgin and Aurora,” he
said,

He also vowed to spend time meeting with
people in the community. -

“Twon't be in that fower every day; Il be out
on the streets, meeting people like teachersand -
talking to them about what problems they are
facing,” O'Neil said.

While O’Neil boasted an endorsement by
Kane County Sheriff Keén Ramsey, he is not
alone in that designation. Ramsey endorsed
both O'Neil and Barsanti. )

“They’re both good candidates,” Ramsey
said. “Erﬂ;erone could do a great job in that po-
sition.”

Barsanti has plcked up several key endorse-

"ments as well, including former state's attor-

neys David Akema:m Gary Johnson, Robert
Casey and Robert Morrow. State Reps John
Millner, R-Carol Stream, and Tom Cross, ROs-
wego, also have endorsed him, in addition to
the police officers unions in South Elgin,
Batavia, Carpentersville and Gilberts.

Leuer said he still is pursuing organizations
for their endorsements. Rago said he will an-
‘nounce h.lS endorsemems shorﬁy
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Escaped inmate found
after mistaken release

.~ .. Police find Ramirez about

A DT Ohre STt
o May,ors, unions
endorse O’Neil

. By ADAMKOVAC -
- Kane County Chronicle

Geneva Mayor Kevin Burns
and St. Charles Mayor Sue

seven hours later in Elgin

Elgin man could face escape charges

Klinkhamer. O'Neil is the St.
Charles city attarney,

Sheriff Ken Ramsey, for-
Iner. state -Rep. Suzanne

ST CHARLES — Kape
County State’s Attorney can-
didate Tim O'Neil was en-

By ADAM KOVAC
Kane County Chronicl_e

GENEVA
County Jail inmate was re-
turened to his cell Wednesday
about seven hours after he
was mistak- :
enly. re-
leased, au-
thorities
said.

Tuan L.
Ramnirez,
21, of Elgin,
was able to
walk out of
the jail at
about 6
p.mm. Tues-
day after a corrections officer
thought he was another in-
mate scheduled for release,

Acting on a tip, sheriff's
deputies and Elgin antigang
officers nabbed Ramirez at
about 1:39 a.m. Wednesdayin
an upstairs apartment on the
100 block of Coilege Street in
Elgin, Kane County Sheriff
Ken Ramsey said.

“He’s the one that an-

Ramirez

»

—*'A.. Kane

swered the door” Ramsey
said.

“The officers put their fin-
ger over the peep hole so he
couldn't see who it was.”

Ramirez, who investiga-

‘tors said has gang ties, had
been jailed since June 13 in °
lieu of $75,000 bond on a .

charge of aggravated battery
to a child, according to jail
records, = ‘
The escape occutred after
a corrections officer confused
Ramirez with an inmate who
has a similar name and out-
processed him from the jail,

even allowing Ramirez to

change into the other in-
mate’s clothes. - )
Ramsey said he would
wait until an internal investi-
gation of the incident was
complete before deciding to

discipline the corrections of-

ficer who made the mistake.

Ramirez was held
Wednesday without bond
and now could face escape
charges, which had not been
filed Wednesday, Ramsey
said.

dorsed Wednesday b
Tri-Cities YO

Joseph Rago and T. Michae)
Leuer, both of Geneva.

. The winner likely will
face‘ . Democrat  Renee
Robinson in the November
general electon. -

Citing his support in
their own political endeav-
ors, O'Neil was endorsed by
Batavia Mayor Jeff Schielke,

Deuchler . and Loren

Al omes _m]'c_lyors 4,;53:3;3, Golden, formeér presi-
fod severs p;)a ]I:)c:' ,:B KT X dent of the state bar
unions, ! o o flfﬁg:\:rj:ﬁi ol
_ 1S, S i eir support
o Ol.Nell,_le, of St. i 8 J 5 behind O'Neil” on .
arles, is in a Wednesda
heated Affour~way O'Neil );lso e
_ Iace or-  the i ; )
Republican nominatien thecexved Slilrlljtl?a?;taﬁ&oﬁgll '
inthe March 16 primary. The Association of Firefighters
:'ace includes St. Charles at- Local 99, the Aurora and Elgin
. . tomey John Barsanti, and police officer’s unions, the Fox

Valley chapter of the Miinois
Police Association, Laborer's
Local 149, Pipefitters Local 501
and the International Unjon of
Operating Engineers Local 150,
- The endorsements were
m’ade_ ata ceremony opening
O'Neil's campaign head.

- quarters on Prairie Street in

Sf. Charles,




Kane to give GIS to
waste companies for
transfer station sitin

By TOM SCHLUETER
Kane County Chronicle

GENEVA —
searching for suitabie sites
for waste transfer stations,
county officials may brovide
waste haulers with enough
information to do the search

emselves,

With a copy of Kane's
Geographic Information Sys-

tems, waste haulers would.

have avajlable aerial maps
with overlays of zoning,

flood plains and other infor-.
. mation pertinent tg siting a

pollution contro} facility,
Director of Environmentat
Management

Harbaugh said,
" “Itwould give them a lot

Timothy

of tools in their search
throughout the county,”
Harbaugh said.

- Members of the Solid
Waste' Committee agreed
Wednesday that the GIS pro-
gram would benefit firms in

- their searches The commit-

tee is updating the county's
solid waste plan, which calls
for the siting of a series of
transfer stations.

“It's in the spirit of trying
to help identify areas that

aren’t compatible and steer

them t¢ areas that are com-
patible;” said Dan Walter, R-
South Elgin,

In December 2002, the
county board denied an ap-
plication by Waste
Management to locate ‘a
transfer station on property
it.owns at the now-closed
Woodland Landgi]],

After the denial, some
board members ‘proposed
developing a map of suitable
locations for transfer sta-

Instead of

tions. Others, however, did
notwant the county to getin
e, the position
of  siting
pollution
control fa-
cilities,
County
board

3 M i k e

;i McCoy, a
McCoy member of

_ the  Solid
Waste Committee, said the
board in the mid-1990s at-
tempted to site a landf]] in
the western townships.

The process did not lo-
cate a site for a new landfil)
and served to Create a
groundswell of public oppo-
sition. } :

“The only thing to come
out of that was we decided to
never site the landfill,"
McCoy said.

Not only did the Process
create public opposition, it
put the county board in the
awkward position of siting a
landfill and sitting as the
quasi-judicial body that ap-
prove or denies the appli-
cant’s petition, he said.

The dual role of locating
and then judging the site

could provide the basis for

appealing any decision,
McCoy said,

Providing applicants for
solid waste facilities the in-
formation to help them con-
duct their own searches
would be beneficial, said Lee

Adelman, spokesman for
- Waste Management.
“1 applaud them for mak-

ing the decision. I think it
will be a usefy] tool,”
Adelman_ said.

hairman

-




Campton Tap.,
Lily Lake, Elbum
discuss growth

By DAN CHANZIT
Coun mn!de S
-0 Chion;

Campton TﬂWnShlp, Elhum
and Lily Lake officials mwust
work together to maintain their
vision and sense of community.
That was the conclusion
Wednesday of plan commission-
ers at a special joint meeting of
the three bodies at the Campton
Township commumnity center.
The purpose of the meeting
was for planners o ask.ques-
tions and leam from each other.
Most found that they all were
on the same page when it came
to growth philosophies.
“We're all next to each other.
We're all an alf of each other, yet
we dont talk to each or.hm:.
Campton Township plan com- |
mission Chairman David Bress-
lersaid. “That's why it's so impor-
tant that we work together”
Discussion turned toward
each group’s future plans. Lily
- Lake officials said they plan to
develop some comrmercial and
more residential with lot sizes
larger than an acre.

Elbum officials said future
housing likely will be inside the

that surround the com-
munity. Commercial, is
slated for Route 47 in clusters at
Route 38 and Keslinger Road.

Campton officials said they
plan 1o purchase more open
space. They want to enco
o residential development
with large lots. Bressler said he
stronglyo gposed centers

. that would minic lictle towns,
- "How many neat, little,
small towns dowe need 1o have
in Campton? People came out
here tolive in a rural area.”

Lily Lake Plan Commission
Chairman Jeff Iomgm said vil-
Tages and townshi CFS mostly are
powerless to stop development.

“This is America,” he said.
“As long as a developer follows
the rules ... you just can't stick
your head in the sind. Things
are going to getdevcloped.”

. Represeivtatives for La Foxin-
corporation attended the mect-
ing and addressed the plan com-
missioners, La Fox is an unincor-
porated settlement east of

Elbirn and west of Geneva. The . -

LaFox group hopes (o work with

- two builders that want to de-

velop the 1,200-acre, 2,000-unit
" Grand Prairie subdivision.

“We want to have some
rural character,” said Drew
Frasz, a La Fox spokesman. "A
Metra station is coming We
have accepted what is golng to
happen to our area. Things are
going to change

Bressler %:]ected to high-
density housing near the station.

“Putting townhouses in La
Fox seems so out of place,” he
said. "They belong in Elburn.
They belong in Geneva. They
don’t belongin La Fox.”

Elburn  President James
Willey stepped up to the map to
explain the need.

“If they cluster those units
(near the station), it makes
more open space for everyone
else” in the development, Willey
said, drawing applause. “If
these people arc waﬁu.ng to the
train station, they are not get-

o i bt -
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.. Wyatt is underwriting the
-~ admission fee for the Paramount

Theatre offerings of “Tuesday
Nights” at the movies Tuesday
and Feb. 10, 17 and 24.

North by Northwest will be
shown at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday at

. the Paramount Theatre, 23 E.

Galena Blvd. in Aurora.
Voter registration will be held
in the lobby of the theater,

- where Wyatt will greet

moviegoers. Call (630) 836-66665.

Local candidates are invited to
submit items about endorsements,
Sfund-raisers, debates,

. appearances or other campaign
_ activities to Election Watch. Mail

items to; Election Watch, The
Beacon News, 101 S. River St.,

. Aurora 60506. Fax (630)
- 844-1043. Or e-mail

beaconouriowns@scnl.com

T@O...OP.* Chronicte .
._s__m jail inmate charged with escape, forgery after 7 hours freedom

GENEVA — The inmate
who was released from the
Kane County Jail by mistake’
was charged Thursday with
escape and forgery, authori-
ties said. )

Juan L. Ramirez, 21, of
Elgin, was free for about seven

"hours Tuesday when he was

confused with another in-
mate with a similar name who

had posted bond, according

to a Kane County sheriff’s re-
port. : :

. Ramirez had been jailed
since June on a charge of ag-

gravated battery to a child.
'The Kane County sheriff's
internal affairs unit reviewing
the incident to determine
whether the corrections officer
responsible- for the mistake
followed proper procedure.
— Kane County Chronicle
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Man charged after release frorﬁ Jall

Dasly Herald Staff Writer

-Six and a half hours on the
lam earned a Kane County
inmate who was mistakenly.
réleased from jail Tuesday "
night two more reasons to
appear in court, sheriff’s
deputies said Thursday.

Juan Landre Ramirez, 21,
whose last known address was
571 Douglas Ave., Elgin, was.
charged with felony counts-of
escape and forgery, depuues
said. '

Ramirez was in jail on a

- $75, 000 bond for aggravated'

child battery charges when he
was mistaken for another
inmate with the same name
and released, deputies said.

He was recaptured by sher-"
iff's detectives and Elgin police.

-early Wednesday morning at a
-residence in Elgin.

Ramirez is scheduled to

‘appear at bond call this morn--

ing, deputies said.
The Kane County Shenff s

Internal Affairs Office contin-
ues to investigate whether
proper procedures were fol-
lowed in Ramirez's reléase,-

Fox Valley i in 60 seconds

Fabyan decision delayed:

A panel of Kane County forest
preserve commissioners Thurs-

- day decided to put off a decision
on the demolition of the historic
garage at the Fabyan Forest Pre-
serve near Geneva until May.
The garage, notable for its

- nuntable system that can rotate .

a car 180 degrees so you can
drive forward in and out of it, -

has made it onto a list of deterio-.

" rating buildings and could be
facing the wrecking ball. The for-
est preserve board’s utilization
committee received a report of
the building’s failings Thursday
but agreed to give the preserva-
tion group, Friends of Fabyan, a
few more months to raise
money and secure grants to pay
“forup ti-acles and repairs. Until
then, the

garage will stay undis-

turbed.

'Sex abuse trial date set:
'A trial date for former Geneva
priest Mark Campobelo has
been set for March 18. Campo-
bello, 39, is accused of sexually

" abusing a teenage girl in 1999

while he was a priest at St. Peter
Catholic Church in Geneva. He
also faces charges related to
abuise allegations from a second
person, but those charges are
not involved in the case going to
trial in March, Campobello
attorney Paul Gaziano said
Thursday. Campobello was
ordained in 1991 and served as a
parochial vicar at St. Peterin .
1994.Campobello also was a
resident priest at St. Peter while
he was serving as an assistant
principal and spiritual director

-mix-ups mvolvmg the Kane
. County sheriff’s office that have
led to the mistaken release of a |’
number of inmates, including a | .
man accused of driving a get-
away car in an Elgin triple |:
murder and another accused of | :

deputies. sald o
The incident joined.a hst of

trying to run down two
Hawthorn Woods police offi-
cers.

/- -20-04
Dandy Heraﬁcf

at Aurora Central Gatholic ngh
School. He was arrested in 2002.-

Unclaimed fqnds available:
Kane County residents can view

a list of unclaimed funds totaling

more than $68,000 collected by
Treasurer Dave Rickert on the
office Web site at www.co.kane..

il.us/treasurer. If you believe any -

of the money is yours, you must -
present a sworn statement and
proof of identification to collect
it. The county treasurer holds
unclaimed funds for seven years
before transferring them to the
state treasurer. Most of the
unclaimed money comes from
mortgage company refunds
never cashed or dauble pay-
ments, you believe youhave
unclaimed funds held by the
treasurer, cait (630) 232-3565,
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| rounds of this long fight, Larry
Wegman says only he has the |

_waste haulers
locate sites
.. By Steve Lord

" 'STAFF WRITER
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Data will help

i

@E:Ew E<m_m mmnm off a

energy left to take on'a Dernoc-
rat in November and keep Kane
County Board District 20 in the
hands of the Republicans.

-For the fifth primary election
since 1996, Wegman is challeng-

ing board veteran Jack E. Cook -
in the Republican primary for’

Cook’s seat representing north-
east Elgin mun parts of

. n_oiaosqr

Cock, 79, is a HmE.mn_ pharma-
cist Src has been on the board

since 1990. Wegman, €1, is an .

Elgin consultant and contractor
.z&o Emﬁo:&% served as an

— Kane County is will-
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" Elgin Township trustee.

Larry Wegman

Jack E. Cook

In an endorsement interview
with the Daily Herald's editorial
board Thursday, the two candi-
dates sparred over who could
serve the district and fend off'a
challenge from a Democratin a

November, -

Wegman said Cook does not’
have the energy for a successful
campaign and, as such, he pre-

n:n:& Cook SoﬂE lose in

. November if he wins the GOP

primary March 16.

Wegman said he believes he
would win because he is better
prepared for a competitive race.

“I'had people come to me that
live in the djstrict and said,
‘Here's what we see and we don't

like it. We'd like you to try again,

" Wegman said. “The people

 .whoate supporting me are lock-

ing for more to come back to the

district. Otherwise, what's the

point of sending your tax dollars
to Geneva and getiing bogm
in retumn?”

Wegman said the UEBQ 20

board member should do more’
for the district — which is wholly-

within Elgin’s city limits — such
as So.%.bm 1o assign a commu-

m&: for .8.5:%. board

nity prosecutor to the city of
Elgin. S
" In response, Cook said he has
done things for his district, He
pointed to the drastic overhaul
of Elgin's’ downtown riverfront,
which was funded and made
"possible in part by the Kane
County Forest Preserve, which
Cook headed. Cook also said all
county residents benefit from
the more than 2,000 acres of
open space that the county
-obtained through a $70 million
EENESW Cook helped lead. '
" Cook on Thursday acknowl-
- edged that his narrow victory in
November 2002 did startle him
- after 12 years in office. Cook
held on to his board seat after
capturing just 57 more votes
than newcomer Clark Landers.
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Scaledrback development meets

perasd

1-30-04

A scaled-down version of the Grand Prairie |

development with half as many homes could be
presented to Kane County officials within the next

few months.

LaFox residents’ approval
Duily Herald Staff Whiter Dail (_1

By LisA SMITH

Grand Prairie representatives are close to reach-
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g they would continue working

It also falls in line with LaFox’s own land-use
Wyndham Deerpoint Homes, of North Aurora,

The developers began working with LaFox resi-
That's & marked change from three years ago,

dents over the summer and have met weekly

- throughout the past month or so.

See HOMES on PAGE 10

| Neighbors

i
N
ros

1p | corresponds to guidelines outlined in Kane
a | plan, created in the past year with help from Kane
t, | ahd Town & Country Homes, of Lombard, this -
1 | week withdrew plans to seek annexation of the
y | proposed development into the city of St. Charles,
1{ with LaFox residents on a revised proposal to be

1 | submitted to Kane County officials,

ial | ously proposed to St. Charles city officials — -

§

1,

5}

3

= 5
51328 :
§EEESETY :
NN L] 3
& 55585 &

S ad k=

..mnd i

ty, | 1,100 homes — down from nearly 2,000 previ-

___._e=_am. Um<m_o©m_,m no _Obmﬂ, oEuomm LaFox i Snoj.uo?sob

. Continsad om Page

s&mn 240 residents Om Hmmcm and
Elburn signed a petition oppos-
ing the development and asking
Kane County to reject a concept
plan. - -
“We can’t just m:: a fence
around LaFox, so rather than
| say no we had to come up with
"t an alternate plan,” said LaFox
resident Drew Frasz, who sits
- | on the noEE:EJ} U_mﬂn_bm
commnittee.

In addition to several hun-

.dred single-family homes, the

develdbpment plans in the works
-also include a group of town-

“'houses and a commercial
" center surrounding the pro-- posed in St. Charles because of

posed LaFox Metra station, .
which Metra officials expect to
build in late 2005 or early 2006.
But gone from previous draw-
ings is additional commercial
space fronting Route 38, said
Wyndham Deerpoint partner
‘.Enwma Guerard,

“Our plan is a neighborhood-
based design ... that maintains
the identity of our COMURUDity
instead of creating sprawl,”

. Frasz said.

Frasz said he also plans to.

-work with Geneva school dis- .
trict ommn_m_m. who had oEuOmma

the Em:mn-nmnm_Q plan as pro-.

- the financial strain it would
have put on the district.

"We rovm to gét an end prod- -
uct we're all proud of,” m..nmmm .

said.

In retuim, the developers dre
expected to support LaFox’s
quest to become an official,
incorporated village of 4.2
$quare miles between Geneva
and Elburn. -

Incorporation, which is
granted by the state, gives resi-
dents more control
‘community — particularly
when it comes to amﬁw_owEmE

over their :

by establishing. their
own guidelines, rather than
following those set by the
county.

ers hired wEEmmmE lobbyists
to quash LaFox's incorporation

bid when it came Ummonm mﬁmﬂm

lawmakers, )
‘Now, it's a different mSQ

*. “The bottom line is wé QE:.

‘object to their creation of
LaFox and the preperties we
own could be a part of that,”
Guerard said.

“We would be consenting to
an annexation upon the cre-
‘ation of a town or city.”

-Just a year ago, the develop- .
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y Road

Melms

per Crown Community

evelopment.
Oakstead would have more

.o “With the amount of than 800 homes on 513 acres
1 think it's an excellent homes in front of us, we don't between Routes 20 and 47.

idea,” board Chairman Carl need to look at any more,” he

Three other proposals for
about 1,400 homes total also

Prairie Ridge would have
are pending,

Crown wants the village to
Chuck more than 1,800 homes on

Ing proposa
annex more than 1,700 acres

277 acres on Harmon

[
sions from Aurora-based de-

Schuster said the new rule velg

Trustee
y to commercial develop- roads.

Board members are con-

Village
Anderson, who proposed the 1,

Zoning board members new law, said it would not between Allen and

six months, and if all unfin- -

Although the village does ished business is not com-
ment.

Northeastern  Hlinois process and we're (making de- sidering. proposals for about
said.

Planning Commission to make cisions) out in areas our (cur- 2,600 homes in two subdivi-

board endorses halt on hous

o«

a decision on the village’s re- rent) plan doesn't guide us.”
4-0 vote without much discus-

vide sewer and water service
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HAMPSHIRE — The zon- quest to expand its planning

would stop any future propos- not plan to annex all thatland, plete, the rule could be read- for two subdivisions.

-ing board of appeals has rec- area over about 49 square would be reconsidered after D
.als from coming before the vil- it wouid have the right to pro- opted for another six months.

\village attorney Mark Schuster approved the moratoriumona appl

wmendation on a newland-use Christensen said.. “Our com-
.plan. They also are waiting for- prehensive plan is in the
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Fabyan repairs.

Windmill will need volunteers

Official: Using it
will keep it
maintained

ByTOM SCHLUETER
Karie County Chronicle

GENEVA When the
Fabyan Windmill is turning
again, the forest preserve district
will heed a host of voluriteers to
operate it.

The best way to maintain
the windmill is let it do what is
supposed to do, which is tumin
the wind, district operations di-
rector Mike Holan said.

“We have to keep it running
to prevent it frem falling into
disrepair,” Holan said.

To do that, members of the

- district’s Utilization Committee

on Thursday decided to estab-
lish a team of volunteer millers
who would operate the ma-
chine. T

Dutch windmill expert
LukasVerbig, who hasbeen con-
ducting some of the repairs at
his home shop in Helland and
acting as a consultant on the
project, will develop a hand-
book, essentially an operator's
manual, Holan said. ‘

District officials have looked
to another windmill restoration
project in Fulton, which has a

. volunteer staff of 28 millers.

The millers grind the grain to
make flour. The millers also have
to turn the windmill cap, which
turns the sails into the wind.

Two millers are on a duty at
a time. Two are required for
safety reason and because the
job of operating the mill is not

Holan said the Fulton wind-

mill is not as large as the Fabyan .

windmill and at times they find
themseives short-handed,
meaning the forest preserve
probably would need to sign up
more than 28 volunteers.

The
would keep the process consis-
tent as people drop or join the
volunteer group.

The Fulton group has anap-

operating manual’

A
staff

Bob Gerrard — Chronicle photo

Repairs to the Fayban windmill are on schedule, and it should be operating by June.

prentice miller and a master
miller who are able to teach the
skills to the volunteers.

Executive director Jon Duerr
said the repairs “are on schedule,
or maybe a week behind be-
cause of the cold weather.”

The windows and upper sid-
ing have been refurbished. The
lower siding has not been com-

.pleted, he said. ...

The project could be com-
pleted in time for the sails to be
turning again by June.

Verbig has discovered that

the main shaft-bearing beam, a
12-foot-dong, 20-inch diameter
single piece of wood that con-
nects the wind sails to the main
shaft inside the mill, has deterio-
rated beyond repair,
" Verbig estimated the cost to
replace the shaft would be
$2,000 in Holland or '$6,000 in
the United States. -

“The machine operatingina
modest fashion will help with
maintenance;’ Duerr said.

Being a miller
» Millers would grind the
grain to make flour. They
also are responsible for
turning the windmill cap.
* Two millers are required
ta be on duty at a time for
safety reasons.
+Millers would have a
handbook to.refer.to when

| windmill.

learning how to operate the-
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"~ The Kaneland wrestler was Je- -

N

A2 Friday, January 30, 2004 The Beacon News AU

INEVWD

| foxtheréc@rd

‘The Beacon News tries to be accu-
rate and fair in every story it pub-
Iishes. When a mistake occurs, we
“want to fix it. To report érrors,

" call the managing editor at .

844-5881.

m A prayer vigil for murder vic-

" tim Roderick “Ricky” Robb is
-scheduled for 4:30 p.m, today -
in the 500 block of North Con-

stitution Drive in Aurora. The

" time was omitted in a story
Thursday. . '

‘m A picture of 2 Kaneland High -

- School wrestler in Tuesday’s

"7 sports section was incorrectly

" identified as Bob Hopkins.

-+ remy Kenny.
. m Richard Worzala, father of

crash victim Jennifer Worzala, -

of Yorkville, was misidentified
. in Thursday’s edition. Jennifer
_ attended school in Aurora, but
grew up in Yorkville.

| -recentdeaﬂzs

- Qbituaries / Page A10

_ Buchner, Katherine, 99, Aurora

" Dienst, Norman Ray, 77, Hinckley

Henry, Ardene K., 86, Yorkville
Rios, Ramon, 65, Aurora

 Schindibeck, George V., 90, Aurora

Schuler, Kenneth G., 62, Aurora
Stees-Runyon, Dorathy M., 69,
. formerly Geneva, Batavia

" Stein, Glen Edward, 78, Aurora

" Worzata, Jennifer Lynne, 21,

- Yorkville

~ The Beacon News
. [l AMollinger

Y

GORECKI

From page Al

Since there is now a court-’
appointed person to act as state’s
attorney, Tegeler said many
attorneys have been able to stop
worrying — somewhat.

“Right now, we can take a step
back,” he said. “I think there’s a
sigh of relief that something has
happened, and we can appreciate
the judge taking that step to
alleviate the potential situation.

“That’s not to say some
attorneys won’t look into it,” he
added.

Most hope to see a resolution to
the matter by Monday — if the
office of the state’s attorney, the
Kane County Board and DiMarzio
can all agree on the situation.

If questions remain about the
legal status of the state’s attorney’s
office in coming days, weeks or
months, however, some lawyers
say they will be paying attention.

“It depends on the situation,”

said defense attorney Van
Richards Jr. “If a defense lawyer
researched the matter and came to
a conclusion that {prosecutors)
were acting without authority
because there was not a legally
designated state’s attorney in
place, he would be duty-bound to
raise it on behalf of his clients.”

‘It’s not a problem’

Michael Coghlan, an assistant
state’s attorney who has been
researching the situation on behalf
of the. state’s attorney’s office, said
there is nothing to worry about in
terms of criminals’ convictions
being overturned.

“Iyve researched that; it’'s not a,

problem,” he said. “Judge

DiMarzio's order precludes any
legitimate challenge to a
conviction — that’s consistent with
the attorney general opinion.”
Larry Schlam, a professor in the
Northern Illinois University
College of Law in DeKalb, said he
expects defense attorneys to “do
anything that may give some
negotiating, political or other
advantage to their clients.” He
noted, however, that Madigan’s
opinion appears sound and likely

-will be followed by the court. _
“Once the acting state’s attorney

is in place pursuant to the Illinois
Constitution, prosecutions are
valid and secure,” he said.

‘Coghlan said he believes any
attempt by a defense attorney to
have a conviction reversed solely
because of the situation in the
state's attorney’s office will be
overturned later, possibly on an
appeal. -

However, he added that, if the
office is not returned to Gorecki by
June 2, there may be more
challenges.

Some members of the County
Board believe the suspension of
Gorecki's law license may
disqualify her from continuing to
hold the office. That position,
which is at odds with the attorney
general’s opinion, likely will be
considered when the board meets
Monday. The board could decide

to declare the state’s attorney’s -

post vacant and appoint a

successor to finish her term.

through November.

“I'd say that convictions could
be challenged if anyone other than
Meg served as state’s attorney
after June 1 because the citizens
placed her in that position through
the election process,” Coghlan
said. '
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_Judge to rule today

By ADAM KOVAC
Kane County Ch:pnicle .

Board Chairman Mike McCoy
“said Thursday that he might
cancel a special board meeting
intended to_
permanently
replace
State’s
Attorney
Meg Gorecki.

Judge
Michae!l .
Colwell is ex-
pected  to
rule today on
a - lawsuit
Gorecki filed
to block the meeting set for
Monday, the day after she is to
begin serving a four-month
_ suspension of her lawlicense.

But McCoy said the ap-
pointment Tuesday of one of
Gorecki's top assistants to serve
in her absence might sete the
dispute sparked by her suspen-
sion for violating the IHlinois
Rules of Professional Conduct.

“I'm not sure we need a
special meeting now,” McCoy
said “We'll wait and see what
. Judge Colwell decides.” ‘

Gorecld, 36, must take a
‘leave of absence to serve the
sanction she received Nov. 20,
2003, from the Illinois

. GENEVA — Kane County

on replacement meeting

Supreme Court for implicating
iMcCoy in a jobs-for-bribes

scheme in 1998, before she
was elected.

Last ~ Friday,  Ilinois
Attorney General Lisa Madigan
issued a nonbinding opinion

‘that said
Gorecki
could return

pension and
called on
Kane County
judges to ap-
_puint a spe-
cial state’s at-
torney  to

Gorecki oversee the
- . office.
_ McCoy the same day

called the special meeting to
declare Gorecki’s office vacant
and nominate a replacement
for the board’s approval
McCoy maintains that the
power to declare a vacancy
rests with the county, not its
judges.

Gorecki counterattacked
Monday, using Madigan's
opinion as ammunition to
sue McCoy and the board,
even though she questioned
part of Madigans opinion
and asked to tap her own
substitute.

See GORECKI, page 2’

[

after the sus- -,

o
McCoy might
halt meeting
about Gorecki

———

| Gorecki

Continued from page 1

On Tuesday, Chief Judge
Philip L. DiMarzio ordered
Katherine Moran, chief of
Goreckd’s civil division, to act
~ as the special state’s attorney

until June 1, the day Gorecki
can return.
At a hearing Wednesday,
" Colwell declined to rule on-
the lawsuit. Colwell also sug-
gested that McCoy drop the
meeting because he has en-

dorsed Moran’s appoint-
ment. ‘ .
McCoy also said

Thursday that he would
nominate Moran to replace |
Gorecki if Colweéll allows the
board to act at the meeting.

If not, McCoy said he still
thinks the county board
eventually —will = discuss
whether it has authority to
declare a vacancy . in the
state’s attorney's office. -~ -

“I think what Judge
DiMarzio did covers that

-issue,” McCoy  said.
“whether we have a special
meeting or not, 1 think it’s
something we should dis- -
cuss in our normal course of
business.”

Gorecki referred tele-
phone calls on the matter to
one of her assistants. Her at-
tormey, Larry. Wechter of

. Geneva, did not refurn calls
for comment.
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